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> 9G-The news by the Greut Western, published in 
he present sheet, is quite pacific, and, with the 
mprovement in the cotton market, has infused 
reat spirit into the business of the Atlantic cities, 
nd especially in the money market—which was 
much cramped by the impression that the boundary 
“Huestion might provoke a war.  Butitis evident that 
he public sentiment and the public policy of Great 
‘Britain are opposed to any belligerent novements 
and that, discarding all considerations of its effects 
on the trade of the country and the interests of 
ndividuals who own our stocks, the government will 
ave enough to do to preserve peace at home— 
hich is seriously menaced by the chartists and 
ther disaffected persons in many sections of the 
ingdom. : 
A SPECIAL MESSENGER. Itis stated in the New 
fork papers that Mr. Kaye, who arrived in the 
Great Western, is bearer of despatches to the Bri- 
fish minister in this city, and that they contain in- 
ructions to treat about the boundary question. 
|The New York Commercial Advertiser of Wed- 
esday says: ‘We are enabled to state, on what we 


Y — Believe to be good authority, that such instructions 


‘Bave been transmitted to her Britannic majesty’s 
pinister at Washington, by the Great Western, as 
‘pill obviate the necessity of sending a special min- 
‘Bter to London. The seat of negociations for the 
“foal adjustment of the boundary question is transfer- 
‘ted from London to Washington; and these negoci- 
tions will be pressed to a definitive conclusion.”* 





) DEATH OF SENATOR Tipron. By the Logans- 
‘port Herald, Extra, of April 6th, we have news of 
the decease of general Joun Tipton, late a senator 
Of the United States, from the state of Indiana. At 
e moment of apparent good health, he was actack- 
, on the night of the 4th instant, with what was 
lled an apoplexy of the lungs, of which he expired 
the afternoon of the day following. 

7 General Tipton was a native of Tennessee, aged 
out 59, and had during his life rendered valuable 
rvice in different public stations. 















) Evections. The following is a correct state- 





ent of the votes given on the fourth trial to eleet 


member in the fourth congressional district of 
ussachusetts. 















Parmenter, 4,972 
» Brooks, z ‘ 4,433 
’ Scattering, ° ° . 511 
1 Necessary for a choice, - 4,959 
; 4,972 
q Parmenter’s majority, ° ° 13 
4 Official canvass for mayor of New York. 
é Clark. Varien. Scat. Whole no. votes. 
WAst Ward 1,146 470 3 1,619 
92 795 =. 335: 0 1,130 
“3d 1,176 565 2 1,743 
74th 1,160 1,182 2 2,344 
5th 1,356 1,233 4 2,593 
7 Sth 1,062 1,233 — 2,295 
y7th iia wes « 3,599 
Sth 2,130 2,237 — 4,367 
a 1,353 1,929 2 3,254 
o 1,175 1,699 6 2,870 
oth 633 1,629 — 2,262 
3th 288 535 2 817 
a 9383 1,391 3 2,377 
sth 1,321 1,509 2 2,832 
oth 1,348 584 2 1,934 
Bah 1,124 1,135 8 2,267 
F: 1,184 1,481 — 2,665 
20,005 21,072 36 41,113 





: Maj. for Varien 1,067 


Bamana FRONTIER, &c. The Franklin, St. Al- 
* ss essenger, gives a detailed account of seve- 
The ‘sons committed at Highgate, Alburgh, &c. 
t ~ S0vernor has forwarded 500 stand of arms from 
* . arsenal at Vergennes, 

4 call r call out as many of his brigade as he 
art of rea i nangae a aes protection of this 
y! ler. out 150 m 

‘ afted and put on duty. en have been 
Vor. VI. Sie. 8. 


and authorised general 


A public meeting of the people has been held at 
Highgate, for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the state of affairs now existing on the fron- 
tier, and expressing their sentiments in relation 
thereto. 

Among the resolves was one, “that this meeting 
views with deep regret the spirit of retaliation and 
revenge which is manifested by our neighbors north 
of latitude forty-five; and also by a portion of the 
Canadian refugees, who have fled to this country 
for protection, in the inhuman and unnatural prac- 
tice of making use of the torch as an arbiter to de- 
cide their difficulties.” 

The Burlington Free Press of the 12th inst. 
states that the burnings on that frontier have been 
suspended for a few days past, and that gen. Nason, 
who has some three or four hundred men under 
arms at the line, it is said, has formed a temporary 
treaty of amity with the tories at Mississkoui bay— 
they agreeing to restrain the brigands on the other 
side, provided the presses are silenced on this side. 

The Sackett’s Harbor Journal states that on the 
7th inst. col. A. McDonnell, sheriff of Midland dis- 
trict, U. C. arrived on board he British steamer 
«Commodore Barrie,’’ from Kingston, with 22 of the 
Prescott prisoners, pardoned by the lieut. governor. 
Colonel McDonnell sent for the magistrates of the 
village, and stated to them that he had been re- 
quested by his excellency to inform them of what 
he had done for these prisoners, and that he ear- 
nestly hoped it would have a happy effect in allay- 
ing the excitement which had led to so much trou- 
ble and distress to both governments; and that if it 
should have such a tendency, the remaining pri- 
soners, in due time, would receive the benefit of it. 
|The magistrates returned an appropriate reply to 
colonel McDonnell, and the pardoned prisoners 
drew up and signed a paper declarative of their 
sense of the kindness with which they had been 
treated, and of their gratitude for their release. 





FroM THE DISPUTED TERRITORY AND NEw 
Brunswick. From the Boston Daily Advertiser 
and Patriot. The Frederickton Sentinel of the 6th 
instant says, on the authority of a person from the 
Aroostook, that the American militia were about to 
commence their march homeward, leaving the land 
agent with a party of about 200 men behind them. 
Two booms had been thrown across the river, for 
the purpose of preventing the passage of timber in 
the spring; but with what effect, the Sentinel re- 
marks, remains to be proved. 

We learn from the same paper, that the New 
Brunswick militia and voluntarly force, were to 
cease to receive pay and rations on the 10th inst., 
with the exception of one captain, one subaltern, 
two sergeants and thirty rank and file, to be sta- 
tioned at Woodstock; one subaltern, two sergeants 
and thirty rank and file at Tobique and the mouth 
of the Restook, and a similar detachment at St. 
Andrews, for the protection of the queen’s stores. 

The head quarters and other companies of the 
36th regiment, had returned to Frederickton, and 
they had been replaced by the 69th regiment, the 
head quarters of which were stationed at Wood- 
stock. These two regiments are the only royal 
troops which remain in New Brunswick.” The 11th 
regiment under col. Goldie, which had been order- 
ed from Sorel in Canada to Madawaska, together 


ately, after the arrangement with re Scott, or- 
dered back to Quebec, where it is expected to 
arrive before the breaking up of the winter roads. 

The first detachment of this regiment arrived 
at Quebec on the 7th inst., and it was to be fol- 
lowed in a day or two by the second. This is the 
third time this regiment has traversed the inhospl- 
table regions between New Brunswick and Quebec, 
since the commencement of the winter. 





From Frorrpa. The St. Augustine (Florida) 
News of the 30th ult. contains the following intel- 
ligence of the army in Florida. 5 es 

Lieut. col. Harney, 2d dragoons, sailed for mili- 
tary posts south, on the 27th inst. Two Indians 
a a negro accompanied him, as guides and inter- 

reter. 

, The 4th artillery is ordered north. — ae 

The topographical survey of the military district, 
as contemplated by gen. Taylor, is rapidly progress- 
ing. A corporal attached to the ‘command acting 





with a detachment of royal artillery, was immedi- |g 


with capt. Mackey, T. C. was killed in the Etanaya 
Scrub, about a month since. The Indians escaped. 
Gen. Macomb has arrived at Black Creek. His 
opasel, it is stated, is to make a treaty with the In- 
ians. 

St. Augustine, April 4. We hear that the house 
of Mr. Rollins at the head of St. Mary’s river, on the 
edge of the Okefeenoke, and within about forty- 
five miles of Trader’s hill, was attacked by the 
savages soon after the withdrawal of the militia 
from that district. The wife of Mr. Rollins was 
shot dead, and himself, made a fortunate and narrow 
escape. 

Tallahassee, April 6. On Wednesday evening 
last, the dwelling of % James Scott, residing 
about two miles from Bailey’s mills in Jefferson 
county, was attacked by a party of 10 or 15 Indians. 
At the first fire, a Mrs. Bertine, residing in the 
family was killed, a lad, nephew of col. Bailey, shot 
in the arm, and a negro woman dangerously wound- 
ed. Captain Scott and his overseer, Mr. Skipper, 
bravely defended the house, drove off the Indians, 
killing two of their number, and invited the re- 
mainder back by their whoops to renew the attack. 
They did not however return. A few such recep- 
tions as the intruders met with at capt, Scott’s, 
would we think render them somewhat cautious in 
their future attacks. [ Floridian. 

From Jamaica. Kingston papers to March 

14th, like those of previous dates, give very un- 
favorable accounts of the working of the apprentice 
ship system. ‘The Cornwall Chronicle contains the 
following rather mysterious paragraph relative to an 
American vessel: 
“Information having been conveyed to the offi- 
cers of the customs at Lucea, that a brigantine had 
been seen at anchor in Bloody bay, (a small inlet 
to the windward of Negril), for several days, an 
officer was despatched on Monday to take charge 
of her, and she was accordingly brought into Lucea 
on the Sg (Tuesday), and proved to be 
the brigantine Delight, from New Bedford, United 
States, out on a whaleing voyage.” 

Cuitt AND Peru. The united army of Chili- 
ans and Peruvians are still in the north of Peru, 
and it is supposed would attack Santa Cruz in 
Lima. This capital is well supplied with flour at 
$12 per barrel. So far from Chili abandoning the 
enterprise against Santa Cruz, a reinforcement was 
“yaa y to be sent to Peru of 1,500 men and 600 

orses. 





Nova Scotra. The two branches of the Nova 
Scotia legislature are at variance. The council has 
refused to agree to an appropriation of £1,000 for 
defraying the expenses of the delegates appointed by 
the assembly to proceed to England with a represen- 
tation of the grievances of the province. 

THE NEWS AND THE MONEY MARKET. The 
Journal of Commerce of Monday, 2 P. M. says: 

There has as yet been no decisive action in the 
market since the news, but of course the cotton 
holders feel very much refreshed, and so do holders of 
stocks. 

The Express of Monday, 2 P. M. says: 

The arrival of the Great Western has created a 
ood deal of sensation in Wall street, and indeed in 
all the business parts of the city. The announce- 
ment that cotton had advanced about 14 pence from 
the Ist to the 23d March, and that the market was 
in a very firm state, together with the pacific cha. 
racter of the English press, caused great relief. 
The pay impression was that the news was fa- 
vorable and calculated to have a good effect here. 

The Express of a later date says: 

The business omens in Europe are to us all auspi- 
cious. Corn is falling. Cotton is rising. American 
stocks stand pretty firm. Wall street smiles once 
more. The people who have been scared to death, 
wonder what has frightened them. It is indeed a 
glorious reflection that two nations of brothers— 
whose is a common tongue, remember their lineage 
and cling to peace with an absolute horror of war. 

The Journal of Commerce of Tuesday, 2 P. M. 
in allusion to the market on that day, says: 

Every thing is bright, though transactions are not 
numerous. Flour remains just as last week. Corn 





is higher; sales a 92 a 98c. ba.; rye 106c. The 
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holders of cotton are firm in their demands, though Saturday. Monday. | val in this city, and explaining the object of thei; ,, 
there is not, so far, much buying. Money is more] United States, 113} 1153 | tendance. ie : 
plenty. The banks discount more freely. Bank of Commerce, 102 103 I submit this communication to the legislat,,, 
The Express of Tuesday says: Delaware and Hudson, 75 79 and respectfully recommend that such meastires p,.’ 
The cotton holders withdrew their lots and would | Ohio Life and Trust, 1013 1044 | be adopted in relation to the same asare required 
not sell at Saturday’s prices, not until they had time | Bank of Kentucky, 854 89 a becoming comity toward the enlightened anq en. 
to look round. Capitalists and moneyed men felt} Vicksburg bank, 59} 65} | terprising commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and to, 
much relieved. Stocks immediately went up from | Merchants’ Exchange Co. 70 734 | waid the honorable body immediately re presente 
a half to 3 per cent. and there were very extensive | Mohawk rail road, 6a 65 by the committee, as well as by the importance ¢ 
sales made. The banks show a more speculating | Paterson rail road, 64 66 the subject upon which they desire to consult wiy, 
spirit, a greater buoyancy, and more extensive ope- | Harlem rail road, 53 57 the constituted authorities of this state. 
rations than we have witnessed fora long time. The | New Jersey rail road, 38 103 Wiru1aMm H. Sewary. 


effect of the news will be most beneficial, particu- 
larly to cotton holders and cotton operations. Cotton 
had begun to drag. Exporters and consumers held 
off with an impression that holders were under such 
heavy acceptances, that they would be forced into 
market, and that a fall would be submitted to. 
There was also a difficulty experienced by holders 
in obtaining advances or raising money on cotton. 
That difficulty will now be removed; the rise on 
the other side will give confidence to capitalists, to 
make advances, and will induce exporters and con- 
sumers to come into market and make their pur- 
chases, as there will be no hope of any fall here. 
The south, however, will reap the great advantage. 
The great bulk of the crop in this country, as well 
as that which has gone forward, is for southern ac- 
count. The result, therefore, will enable the south 
to pay their debt to the north, which will be accepta- 
ble to all. 

One of the best signs in the English money mar- 
ket is the decline in the price of grain, and the pro- 
bable diminution of any extraordinary demand upon 
the continent. It had been feared that very large 
importations would take place, and that very great 
amounts of builion would be wanted in payment. 
This apprehension had a decided influence on the 
‘money market. The rise of breadstutfs was looked 
on in this country, although of partial benefit, yet as 
agreatease. Had the price got up very high, inoney 
would have become exceedingly scarce in England. 
The balance of trade would have been in favor of 
the continent, and gold would have been exported 
to a great extent; to counteract this a general con- 
traction would have followed; a great scarcity of 
money would have taken place; American as well 
as British securities would have fallen; cotton must 
have declined, and the effect of this security would 
have been sensibly felt on this side of the water. 

The change will be most favorable to all interests. 
Cotton has risen, and is probably destined to rise 
higher. The Americans being well paid for the raw 
material, can well afford to purchase British manu- 
factures freely. 

The great alarm that has been apprehended here 
has been from a fear that cotton would fall, and that 
confidence in American securities might be im- 
poles, The'news in relation to these two matters 

ave been most acceptable—the one has advanced, 
and the other, although not so saleable, is well sus- 
tained. There is therefore no expectation that stock 

will come back to the United States. ‘Those capi- 
talists who had American securities pledged in Lon- 
don, will be enabled to make arrangeinents, so as 
not to be compelled to submit to a sacrifice. 

, Private letters state, and the newspaper accounts 
confirm the report, that Humphreys & Biddle have 
disposed of their entire stock of old cotton. The 
management of this house is spoken of in the high- 
est praise: they have succeeded in holding this im- 
mense stock through a whole season of depression, 
and with a powerful combination against them, until 
at last they have closed the sales at hight prices, to 
the great advantage of the American owners, and 
to the no small benefit of our common country. The 
affairs of the Uniled States bank particularly, as re- 
gards its cotton operations, are spoken of in the lead- 
ing money articles, greatly to the praise and com- 
mendation of Mr. Biddle. 

Philadelphia stock and money market. The Herald 
of Wednesday says: 

The transactions at the stock exchange yesterday 
were quite large, and in almost every instance at a 
fine advance on Monday’s prices. This improve- 
ment was produced by the news brought by the 
Great Western, which is considered highly favorable 
to the monetary and commercial affairs of both coun- 
tries, as well as to the continuance of that good feel- 


Dividend. The bank of New York has declared 
a dividend of five per cent. for the last six months, 
payable on the first of May. 
Sales at the New York stock exchange, April 16. 
16 shares U.S. bank, 1153 
A great deal of activity has been manifested to- 
day in the stock market. The sales have been ex- 
cs and at a considerable advance from previous 
sales. 
Sales of stock at Philadelphia, April 16, 
37 shares U.S. bank, 115 





THE TIMEs IN Misstssiprr. The Brandon Senti- 
nel of the 27th ult. says— 

We understand the Union bank intends to com- 
mence discounting on the first Thursday in April, 
and thatshe will issue at least three millions of post 
notes, and if the exigency seems to require it, the 
line of her discounts will be extended to two or 
three millions more. This course on the part of the 
bank, the only thing which can dissipate the clouds 
now hoveriig over our community, and it will no 
doubt have a very happy and healing influence. The 
resources of the institution are perfectly adequate 
to justify her in adopting this salutary course, and 
the fact that the faith of the state, as well as nearly 
all the valuable property in it, is pledged for the re- 
demption of the notes, will we hope, prevent depre- 
ciation. 

n the subject of the embarrassments existing in 
Missisippi, we find the following paragraph in the 
New Orleans Bulletin of the 6th instant: 

Mississippi. Great distress is said to prevail in 
many counties of Mississippi. Extensive planta- 
tions are thrown out of cultivation, and lying waste | 
for the want of hands to till them, the slaves having 
been seized under execution and carried off by the 
sheriff. Every paper that comes from that quarter 
is filled with advertisements of negroes, lands, &c. 
to be sold in satisfaction of judgments.” This state of 
things had created quite an excitement. Public. 
meetings were about to be called, to take into consi- | 
deration the distressing situation of the people. We 
are glad to learn, however, that a disposition every 
where prevails to respect the law. On this point 
the Mississippian remarks, that there is very little of 


Nava. Old Ironsides. The Norfolk Beacon 


of the 11th inst. says: **This noble and favorite 
ship got under way {from the anchorage off the nay, 


hospital on Wednesday morning last, at about five 
o’clock, and notwithstanding the wind was easterly 
and’she drew nearly 24 feet water, and the tide haj 
fallen about twelve inches olf Seawell point shoals 
she glided gallantly along with nearly all sail set « 
the breeze, and at 2 P. M. the pilot left her 10 iyijg 
at sea, the wind from S. S. E. 

Mr. Hicks, the pilot who conducted the Congtj, 
tution to sea, says he never saw a ship perfor 
more handsomely, that the wind was ahead off (jj 


that the officers and men were in high spirits at the 
ease and rapidity with which they got to sea frog 


one o’clock. He thinks the Constitution is a {yy 
sailer, and says she works very easily. 

It is the first time, we believe, that so heavy, 
ship as the Constitution passed directly froin poy 
to sea without a moment’s delay in tne road.” 


that a board is now setting in Washington, to deviy 
and recommend plans and models for sea stew 
vessels of war, three of which were authorised to} 
built, or the materials procured, during the last se 
sion of congress. 


and citizens, and is therefore a kind of mixed com 
mission. It consists of, com, Stewart and cap! 
M. C, Perry, of the navy; S. Humphreys, esq. chi 


naval constructors, Mr. Haswell, engineer of th 
U.S. steam sbip Fulton, and William Kemble, ex 


The Philadelphia Times says: “The keel of 


laid at the navy yard in that city; and that a stea 
ship is about to be erected in the large ship how 
of which the **Pennsy!vania’” was once a noi 
tenant. , 
erected, though whether to be rigged sloop or bri 
wise is not yet determined. Commodore Stewiai 





the mob-law spirit in Mississippi, much as has been 
said abroad in relation to that subject. The people | 
svem to be convinced that there hag arrived a crisis | 
in our affairs, when property to a certain extent 
must change hands—and that the sooner the change 
takes place the better for all parties. 
correct view of the subject. 
ance would be useless. it could result in no benefi- 
cial effect, and would destroy the reputation of these 
involved in it, as well as the charaeter of the state. 
When the laws of the country cannot be executed, 
the credit, public faith and honor of that country are 
gone, and with them commercial prosperity. How- 
ever unfortunate the present state of things*may be, 
it becomes every good citizen not only to submit to 
the laws without opposition, but to lend his infla- 
ence to prevent the course of justice from being 
impeded or thwarted. 





RECIPROCAL INTERNAL INPROVEMENTS. We 
are happy to learn from the following message, trans- 
mitted to-day to both houses, by governor Seward, 
that the legislature of Pennsylvania invite, through 
a highly intelligent committee, the co-operation of 
our legislature in an effort to connect the canals of 
the two states at a point which will enable us to ex- 
change New York salt and plaster for Pennsylvania 
coul. [Albany Journal. 

Executive chamber, Albany, April 9th, 1839. 

To the legislature: At the recent session of the le- 

gislature of the state of Pennsylvania a committee 








ing which has heretofore existed between thein. 

oney was a shade easier, but we have not yet 
had time to feel sensibly the effect which will be 
produced} by the late news. If it should have the 
effect of restoring confidence, money will become 
abundant, and an advance in the price of stocks will 
be the natural consequence. 

The following exhibit of the prices of stocks be- 
fore and after the arrival of the Great Western indi- 
cates more pointedly than any other sign the gene- 
ral impression as to the pacific character of the ad- 
vices brought by that vessei: 





was appointed by the honorable the senate of that 
commonwealth, with instructions to consult with the 
constituted authorities of this state, in order to as- 
certain their views in relation to a connection be- 
tween the north branch division of the Pennsylvania 
canal and the Chenango canal, or the Chemung ca- 
nal, or both of these canals in this state. 

The honorable Charles B. Penrose, speaker of the 
senate of Pennsylvania, the henorable William Pur- 
viance and the honorable E. Kingsbury, junior. eon- 
| slitute the committee. I have received from those 





} gentlemen a communication announcing their arri- 


Such is the} 
To attempt a resist- | 


will act as overseer of the whole. 
our industrious mechanics, at the prospect of one 
more hearing the hainmer of the workman witli 
the walls of this national depot of our city.” | 

The East India squadron, under the commani® 
com. Read, arrived at Bombay, from Muscat on tt 
Ist of November. Whilst et Muscat the Colum 
was visited by the sultan’s son, and the yollj 
prince, the lord high admiral of Arabia. At i 
sane port, the Columbia lost two men by sickne 
and had sixty men more on the sick list. It 
also very sickly at Bombay. From Bombay 
squadron proceeded to Coluinbo, Island of Ceylo 
where it arrived on the 23d of November, and 0 
the 80th an English man of war schooner arn't 
from Point de Ealle with a request from the Amet 
can consul to the governor, Mackenzie, that @ 
armed English vessel might be sent to the spol." 
knowing that the American ships were there J!) 
in time to meet the demand. All hands immet 
ately volunteered for the expedition, and on the | 
of December the squadron sailed for Qualla Batte 
and by this time the plunderers of the Eclipse hat 
received merited chastisement. 

Sournh America. Accounts from Buenos Ayn 
of the 26th of January state, that the blockade 
that port was still rigorously continued by © 
French. No bombardment had taken place. a 
vernor Rosas, in his opposition to the deman : 
France, was sustained by the unanimous app" 
of the legislature. 

Fructuoso Rivera, president of the c : 
lic, had taken the field in the province 0! *_ 
Rios, against Don Manuel Oribe, the late Pp 
dent, who was endeavoring to raise an jnsul 
tionary army there. The French supporte 
vera, . a 
A correspondent of the Journal of pone 
writing from Montevideo under date 31st Jan 
says: 

‘You are authorised to state that the co 
United States at Montevideo had proteste 


he oriental rep" 


nsul of 
d aga" 















Point, and the ship had to beat out of the cape_™ 


their anchorage off the naval hospital. Mr. Hick 
left the ship ten miles ont at sea on Wednesday aff 


We learn from the Army and Navy Chronicle 


The board is composed of naval and civil officer 


naval constructor, and Messrs. Hart and Lenthale 














one of the proprietors of the West Point foundry. f 


sloop of war, to rate sixteen guns, is now bein 


A naval tender is likewise to be there 


We congratulat 
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the government of the oriental republic, for per- ORDER OF THE DAY. ;potentaries at Vera Cruz, would not be entirely ra- 


ture, J mitting the sale of property in this port, belonging 
‘May HR tg citizens of the United States, and seized iilegally 
edby fi py the French blockading squadron, within the 
en igrisdiction of this republic; said property having 
il to. J heen sold at public auction without trial or condem- 
ented Me nation, and sanctioned by said government. The 
ice of  eonsul also protested against the French for having 
With HE geized the said property in the waters under the 

‘ risdiction of a neutral power, and selling the same 
RD, without trial or condemnation. 

The property in question was captured by the 
cacon A) French 14 miles to the eastward of Martin Garcia 
Vorite Me jsland, under the dominion of this republic, and 
| —_ within three miles of the Banda oriental coast. 

Ut live ie 
sterly, B= Mextco. The following is an extract from gen. 
de half) Mexia’s despatch to the commander at Tampico, 
shoals, I) announcing his victory over gen. Cos: 
| set tg «Liberating army! 1 have the pleasure to announce 
) niles t your excellency, that we have just obtained a 
complete triump' over the division termed the van- 
uard of the government troops, under the command 
eriorm Me of Don Martin Cos. I willinform you ofall the de- 
olf Ol tails of this brilliant action, as soon as I shall have 
‘a)es~ FR vathered thein. For the present, I shall only state, 
S al the Sthat after three hours hot firing, we compelled our 
°a from Senemies to capitulate. Yun will see by the act of 
« Hick Seapitulation enclosed, that the vanquished troops are 
slay i Yo fall back upon Mexico, by regular marches, with 
3 2 Ls the troops of the rear guard, who were advancing on 
‘me. I have taken 200 prisoners. One hundred and 
heavy fty of the centralists came over to our ranks at the 
Om pork beginning of the action. All theirartillery, baggage, 
1.” Band 350 stands of arms fell into our hands. 
hroniclif&* «We have to deplore the loss of four officers and 
0 levis twelve privates. Sixof the officers and twelve pri- 
a steal ates of the enemy have been killed. 
ed to Vie “Jose ANTONIA MEXIA.” 


last SH Tn a letter addressed by general Mexia to the edi- 
officerd tors of the N. O. Louisianian, he says: 

ait coal “The future policy of the country is uncertain. It 
ts COMBE. true the people are with us, but they are without 










































Yonsti. 


“4 i: rins, and many of them are frightened by the French 

‘g nthal Povasion. Fortunately there is some probability that 

awe , he negotiations at Vera Cruz are finished, and peace 
4 


Day be restored between Mexico and France. But 












wet. Gthough the treaty with France has left the govern- 
cool of gent tree to make head against us, yet we are not 
he hall timidated, and, as before, we shall do our duty. 
pile. he result of the struggle is very uncertain, but my 
rip hous eart assures rae of success. We shall see.” 
a oe General Martin Perfecto Cos, who commanded the 
“4 thereill overninent army, fled in a shameful manner before 
p or bri The engagement, leaving the command in the hands 
: Siew f colonel Avalos, who conducted himself with great 
ngratulat yah f . . 
cat ol etter from Tampico to a merchant in New Or- 
» within dated on the 23d of March, says: 
, = ' General Mexia is here; has well flogged the go- 
aad Fernment troops, at Tuspan, and is now wailing for 
nat ont neral Urrea, who will be here to-morrow, to con- 
Colul rot plans for future proceedings. 
agent lhe French question has been settled. Bustamen- 
‘+ ee has left Mexico to lead the army against this 
eae we Gen. Arista and the government forces are 
ee Tula, about sixty leagues from this. All may yet 
awe m well for the federal cause. 
of Ceyloifm New Leon. By way of Tampico we have receiv- 
er, and (im the important intelligence that the state of New 
jer arriveggmeon has declared in favor of the federal system. 
he Ameimmre plan adopted at Tampico on the 16th Decem- 
e, that # Beh proclaimed, and a provisional government 
e spot, nme lished. The governor had called upon the elec- 
there jg@’s 0 appoint municipal councils. It is prabable 
4s immed at this declaration of New Leon will enable gene- 
| on the! Lemns to march into the interior at the head of 
alla Battot strong force. 
clipse ha Advices from Tampico to the 3d instant have 


ached New Orleans. It appears that the federal 
neral Urrea was filting out a secret expedition of 
) men, which was to sail from Tampico on the 4th, 
‘ve vessels chartered for the purpose. Conjecture 
ays the New Orleans Bee) was busy with the sup- 
sed object of the expedition. Some were of opi- 


enos Ay" 

lockade! 
ed by ® 
blace. 







emant on that its operations would be directed against 
is appr yore while others imagined that the federal- 
i aimed at getting possession of the for 
ntal ph o Juan de Ulloa. abe Fes 9" 
of Er ees 


Jate ” Mexico AND France. New Orleans slips of 
» insure e 10th end ilth instant, announce the arrival in 
ported * port of the French steam frigate Meteore, from 
se which place she left on the 2d instant. 
rings the interesting information of the final 
ater of the treaty recently concluded between 
ene Baudin and the Mexican authorities. ‘I'he 
ain nee a the ~ wet wenn by admiral 
ee eiving the * 
ation of the re Aig g the in , igence of the rati 
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Frigate Nereide, port of Vera Cruz, March 29, 1839. 

The admiral announces to the crews of the squa- 
dron and to the garrison of Ulloa that he has jnst 
received from the Mexican government the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty of peace concluded on the 9th 
March, between France and Mexico. 

These ratifications are such as the admiral requir- 
ed. The cabinet of Mexico has renonnced the pre- 
tensions which it had avowed. The doubts which 
had been raised ofits sincerity at this moment, have 
been dissipated. 

The admiral, representing the kind and generous 
intentions of France, has iinposed moderate condi- 
tions upon Mexico. The object of the expedition 
nevertheless, has been fully attained. 

Mexico pays an indemnity of three millions of 
francs to those of our countrymen who had put in 
their claims before the war. 

The necessary guarantee for the future security 
ms persons and property of Frenchmen is obtain- 
ed. 

The amount of indemnity to those who have suf- 
fered through the law of expulsion will be fixed by 
arbitrators. 

Our commerce in Mexico hereafter is placed on 
the same footing with that of the most favored na- 
tion. In consequence of the peace, the fortress of 
Ulloa will ve restored to Mexico. This restitution 
will take place in the first days of next month. 
The squadron will then return to France, with the 
exception of a small number of vessels required for 
the station. 

Seamen, artillerymen, marines! each of yon, in 
quitting the coast of Mexico, will carry in his heart 
the satisfaction of having co-operated in a work 
useful and glorious to France. The country against 
which you have fought, and to which you had it in 
your power to do much harm, will bless your mo- 
deration and your generosity. And your admiral 
will always be happy to bear witness to the spirit 
of order and subordination, to the courage and de- 
votion which you have shown in the whole course 
of this expedition. 





(Signed) CHARLES BAUDIN. 

The following additional items are furnished by 
the Louisianian: 

Among the passengers on board the Meteore is 
the abbe Auduze, who has acted in the capacity of 
chaplain to the fleet. We understand that the 
worthy abbe is charged with a mission from the 
French government to the republic of Texas, for 
which country he will depart in a few days. 

Intelligence froin the interior of Mexic> states 
that Santa Ana received $200,000 from the mer- 
chants of Mexico for signing thetreaty. This sum, 
joined with the threats of admiral Baudin to act 
with vigor, and the declaration of the inhabitants 
of Vera Cruz to place themselves under the protec- 
tion of France and of the federalists of Mexico, in 
case the treaty should not be ratified, induced Santa 
Ana to sign. 

As we have already stated, the false Gorostizo 
intended a trick, and the government of Mexico. 
sanctioned it. That minister formally declared, in 
a speech to the senate, that if the treaty were 
proiwnptly ratified, they miglit afterwards allege that 
the word pagar (to pay) siynified entregar (to de- 
liver). 

Admiral Baudin, vexed at such an impudent ar- 
tifice, immediately sent an express to Mexico, to 
declare in plain and strong terms, that after what 
had passed since the treaty was signed, he consider- 
ed it as nuil, unless the Mexican government made 
a protestation renouncing every sinister interpreta- 
tion of the said treaty, and declaring that the treaty 
was made in good faith, and without any reserva- 
tion, mental, verbal, or grammatical. 

The answer of the government was satisfactory, 
and the official ratification arrived at Vera Cruz on 
on the 25th March. 

The Ontario, sloop of war, sailed from Vera Cruz 
to Tampico. 

The brig Consort was to sail for the United 
States after the arrival of the conducta, which was 
expected from the interior.” 

xtract of a letter, dated, 
Vera Cruz, April 2d, 1889. 

‘All the difficulties between France and Mexico 
have been terminated to mutual satisfaction. The 
conduct of admiral Baudin during the whole course 
of hostilities has been highly praiseworthy, and in 
the negotiations, while advancing the interest of 
France, he treated the Mexican government with 
the utmost deference, and spared it even the sha- 
dow of any humiliation which might wound her 
amour propre. 

‘‘Vera Cruz has resumed its activity. The con- 
fidence of the inhabitants in admiral Bandin, is such. 
that the debates in congress having made them fear 





for a while that, the treaty concluded by the pleni- 


tified, they were all determined to hoist the French 
flag, and place themselves under the protection of 
the admiral. The ratification arrived, however, at 
last, on the 25th. It was full and satisfactory. 

“An imposing ceremony took place on the 27th, 
for the funeral services of the French who had died 
during the expedition.” 

All the French in the harbor, all the Mexican au- 

thorities, among others general Gaudalupe Victoria, 
one of the signers of the treaty, admiral Baudin, 
and abbe Auduze were present at the ceremony. 
abbe Auduze delivered a funeral discourse over 
the deceased, full of eloquence and beauty. 
Every five minutes, until three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, when the ceremony was finished, guns 
were fired on board the admiral’s ship, the Nereide, 
the English frigate Madagascar, and the American 
sloops of war, the Ontario and Vandalia, the Con- 
sort being under repairs. 





SIXTEEN DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE. 
The steamship Great Western reached New York 
at an early hour on Monday morning, after, it will 
be seen by her log, a very boisterous passage. She 
left Bristol on her regular day, the 23d March. She 
brings London and Liverpool accounts to 22d March 
inclusive, and Bristol to the 23d inciusive. 

Boundary question. The England, which left New 
York on the 2d of March, arrived at Liverpool on 
19th. She carried out the president’s message rela- 
live to the northeastern boundary, and the “memo- 
randum,”’ or temporary arrangement, concluded at 
Washington between the British minister and Mr. 
Forsyth, secretary of state. In short, at the depar- 
ture of the Great Western, the British government 
and people were in possession of the worst features 
of the case; yet they seemed to have received it with 
tolerable equanimity, and to have auticipated no 
other than a pacific termination of the dispute. ‘The 
spirit of the government is seen in the annexed pa- 
ragraph from the London Morning Chronicle, and 
as for the people, we learn through a British subject 
who came passenger in the Great Western, that they 
manifested very little effervescence on the occasion. 
Even the Times is adverse to war, and proposes a 
compromise on terms which, if we understand them, 
Maine would probably be ready to accede to. 

The London Morning Chronicle (government pa- 
per) of March 2Istsays: ‘The intelligence from the 

nited States, is upon the whole, of a satisfactory 
character. Notwithstanding the disposition of the 
citizens of Maine, and the apprehensions which a 
perpos of the American press entertains that some 
iasty and inconsiderate proceedings of that state 
may precipitate eveuts, we are strongly disposed to 
confide in the central government, without whose 
approbation it is scarcely possible that a general 
collision should take place. Where the disposition 
is so manifestly good, we are justified in anticipating 
a peaceful issue.” 

The temporary adjustment of the boundary dis- 
pute appears to have given general satisfaction to 
the London press, and even the most ultra of the 
anti-American journals hate manifested a degree of 
at on the subject which was hardly ex- 

ected. 

, The Herald, it is true, recommends the immediate 
sending of 20,000 men and 10 sails of the line to the 
North American coast; and the Standard affirms 
that no diplomacy but that of cannon and bayonets 
can be relied on; but the Times—the thunderer of 
the British press—discourses on the matter in the 
following moderate and reasonable manner: 

We have heard from high and grave authorities in 
the United States, men whom we believe to have 
been really conscientious in their allegation, that 
there could be not a shadow of doubt as to the right 
of Maine to the whole of the disputed territory; 
these persons at the same time intimating a strong 
conviction that the bone contended for was not 
worth to either country a dozen human lives. 

It now appears that, however the joint momoran- 
dum“of Messrs. Forsyth and Fox may be calculated 
tu avert, (and God grant it may succeed in doing so), 
any iinmediate appeal to violence and bloodshed, 
the tone of the senators who have spoken upon the 
subject corresponds minutely with that of the senate 
which put aside the arbitration of 1830-’81, and in- 
sisted that England had no right to the least portion 
of the soil contended for. Although, therefore, 
measures humane and considerate have been pursued 
on this occasion for postponing the armed conflict, 
and caring the irregular and precipitate effusion of 
blood, nothing has taken place to encourage the 
least hope that by any expedient but surrender of 
the whole subject in dispute, will this country be 
able to calculate on a more than transient gleam of 
repose for her provinces in North America. — 

In this journal we have repeatedly thrown out a 





suggestion, which with a due sense of our own very 
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humble pretensions to he heard where great national 
interests are concerned, our unaffected and cordial 
love of “peace, in the spirit of peace,” now inclines 
us to reproduce, viz: that as most national misun- 
derstandings are best healed by each party sacri- 
ficing something of its extreme rights, for the sake 
of rpc: | will and good neighborhood, Eng- 
land shoul Frankly offer to the state of Maine that 
large section of country which has always been an 
unquestioned and recognised part of New Brunswick 
—viz: that portion of it which lies west of the town 
of St. John’s, along the shore of the Bay of Fundy, 
until it meets the present Maine frontier of Passa- 
maquoddy bay, including the whole of “Charlotte 
county,” extending north to what is called in the 
maps the ‘military post” on St. John’s river, and 
thence along the southern extremities of the high- 
lands of which ‘Mars Hill” forms a part, until it 
strikes the meridian, close to that old landmark. 
This scheme of compromise we recommended in 
the Times journal six or eight months ago. It would 
be better for both parties—lIst, for England, because 
it would leave in her possession the whole of the 
disputed territory, and her interprovincial communi- 
cation between Frederickton and Quebec unbroken; 
2d, and eminently better for the state of Maine, inas- 
much as she would gain for it a fine country, to 
which she has never dreamed of putting forth a pre- 
tension; a definite and profitable water frontier on 
the west, formed by the St. John’s river and the 
Bay of Fundy, a greater compactness and roundness 
of territory than at present, and considerably more 
in point of surface than England could in the way of 
mutual cession be on any fair principle called upon 
to relinquish, being even in superficial miles con- 
siderably beyond one-half of the space disputed. 
We cannot for our parts comprehend on what pre- 
text the state of Maine should object to a settlement 
so true and beneficial. Nor, in the case of any man 
but lord Palmerston, does it appear to us that an 
English minister could throw difficulties in the ber 
of such a proposal. 
Remember, this is not yielding on our side to com- 
pulsion. We declared this opinion more than eight 
months ago. We did so from-an honest anxiety for 
national peace and human welfare. There is through 
this eye tc convention of Messrs. Forsyth and 
Fox a gleam of light, and the only one we see, and 
if well employed, it may conduct us through the 
labyrinth. But with such inducements to activity, 
and such materials of compromise, and such repeat- 
ed warnings to prepare for the worst, what must 
this man, lord Palmerston, be made of who would 


neither negociate through the ordinary methods of| ness to the corn market, but that which has pro- 
duced more effect is the knowledge that 500,000 


quarters of wheat bought for England abroad have 
been countermanded. This countermand cannot 
affect the more remote markets, and, as to those 
nearer home, we believe that in the northern ports, 
including Hamturg, nearly double that quantity has 


diplomacy, nor recollect that an armed negociation 


is among the most approved and infallible means of 


prevailing upon an inattentive adversary to give an 

ear to reason? 
The letters from London all agree in saying that 

the English ministry are entirely averse to war, and 

that no serious apprehension is felt of such an event 

in the money cited 

an event had created a good deal of caution. 
The Bankers’ Circular. 


7 o’clock on the evening of that day. 


the latter, we loose not a moment in extracting it: 


The grave character of the question of peace or 
war between England and the United States, which 
is much discussed in the political circles of London, 
must for the present week supersede other subjects 
which we wish to notice, because it is one of inde- 
scribable importance to the manufacturers, capital- 
ists and bankers of this country. And as our re- 
flection had led us to a more favorable conclusion 
ublic men and periodical 
writers worthy of attention had arrived at, we felt 
it necessary to state at some length the grounds on 


concerning it than most 


‘which has recently been transacted in American 


es, though the possibilily of such 


We have the London 
Bankers’ Circular of March 22d, the latest, and pro- 
bably only copy in this country, as it was sent off at 
Its leading 
article is a temperate, and (for that side of the wa- 
ter), very intelligent review of the border difficul- 
ties between Maine and New Brunswick. Not the 
least idea of war is entertained. We cannot give 
the entire article, and prefer not to mutilate it. ‘The 
following article ferms a sort of postcript to the 
leader, and as it relates to the cotton and stock mar- 
kets, and to the effect of the news from Maine on 


In the meantime, the great amount of business 


stocks, will be in a great measure stopped or sus- 

pended, until the determination of congress with re- 

lation to the report of the committee on foreign 

affairs be known, and the conduct of the government 
of Maine be ascertained. Ask any broker in the 

stock exchange about those securities, and he will 
answer, “they are all sellers and no_ buyers, 
therefore there are no transactions in them.” 
Even the stock of the United States bank, which, if 
we may use the expression, is a description of se- 
curity naturalized in this country like the stock of 
our own banks, so many undisturbed family invest- 
ments have been made init, has been effected, and 
sales have been made in it at prices a fraction or two 
lower. Now the reports of that bank being exten- 
sively engaged in cotton speculations never lowered 
the value of their stock. Those reports were 
Erounerene as far as any immediate interest beyond 
iberal banking profits secured to the bank was con- 
cerned. If they had been well founded to the 
alleged extent, the bank would have gained a sum 
exceeding, we believe, £500,000 by those cotton 
operations. Messrs. Humphreys and Biddle, of 
Liverpool, have not a single bale of their immense 
stock left unsold, and all that they will in future 
have for sale will be from fresh arrivals. So that 
the accounts, as far as the old stock is concerned, 
may be wound up, and this will indirectly augment 
the resources and efficiency of the United States 
bank, and enable it the better to assist the banks of 
the south, whose comparative weakness now com- 
pels them to press severely on their customers, in 
order to be enabled to maintain their own resumed 
payments in cash. 


On this matter last alluded to we must shortly 
make some observations, wlien we shall take the 
opportunity of submitting a plan which provides for 
amore safe, easy and regular method of effectin 
remittances from the United States to England; be- 
cause it appears to us to merit, consideration with 
the view of aiding the manufacturing interest of this 
country. Itis one patronised by men who stand 
deservedly high in the estimation of the commercial 
world. 


We said five weeks since that, on the corn law 
question, “the number of votes altogether in favor 
of a change is estimated at a point below 200.” The 
event (195 votes) has merely confirmed this; the 
termination of the debate and the strength of the 
voting upon it have, however, tended to give firm- 


been purchased for British account. 


23 


week, very ‘‘easy; 


exceed £500,000) was paid back by them. 


lodgments and discounts remain unaltered. 
Exchange on Paris—3 days, 25.173 a 25.20. 
3 months, 25.423 a 25,473. 
New York—60 days, 474 money. 
Philadelphia—do 475 do. 


in bars, 5s. jd. per oz. 
Intelligent gentlemen arrived in the Great Wes 
tern state that among the people of England, the go 


as it is a mere question of land, and not of honor, i 


whose hearts and interests are indissolubly united. 





which we had formed it. 


shock by the intelligence that the respective borde 
authorities had threatened, and one of them had ac 


tuall cena — en that the minds p 
of all men were directed to the consideration of the | brought before parlia 

issue of this state of things. We have the strongest | the ee ee eer 
confidence in its being a favorable one, and think 
that the awkward incidents which have taken place 
may well be converted into a means of bringing 
about a speedy settlement of the dispute, which 
both parties, we believe, sincerely and earnestly 


desire. 


The amount of British 
capital invested in American stocks is so large, and 
the confidence of its holders received so severe a 


appear to have produced much excitement. It i 


r| variation in the funds. 


reat Western. 


People here seem to treat the idea of a war wit 


Until to-day moncy has been, throughout the past 
so much so that the amount 
borrowed of the bank of England by some of the 
brokers (which altogether, we understand, did not 
It is 
now tight in the saime quarters, but the rates for 


Price for gold in bars is £3 18s. per oz. Silver 


vernment and all classes, the idea of going to war 
with this country is deemed perfectly preposterous; 
that rather than it shouid take place they would see 
the whole territory sunk in the ocean; that they 
look upon it as a border dispute, in which the feel- 
ings of the two countries are not involved; and that. 


may be easily adjusted, and cannot in any way lead 
to hostilities between two great and kindred nations, 


The proposal of Mr. Webster to take possession 
of the disputed territory on the 4th of July does rot 


remarkable that the whole affair had produced no 


-| The subject of the president’s message, and the 
roceedings of congress had not, however, been 


A correspondent of the Bristol Mirror, whose let- 
ter is dated London, March 21, says: “In London 
the news from the United States has not produced 
the variation of a solitary fraction in the funds. 


ae 
The London Courier of the 20th March says: 
The boundary question between Maine and New 
Brunswick had produced an extraordinary degree of 
excitement throughout the United States; but {o, 
the present, we trust, a rupture between the two 
countries has been prevented by the memorandyy 
signed by Mr. Forsyth, the secretary of state of {\ip 
United States, and Mr. Fox, the British minister. 
By that memorandum, which will be found in ano. 
ther column, it is agreed that the troops sent into 
the disputed territory by the governors of Maine 
and New Brunswick are to be respectively with. 
drawn, and that “if future necessity should arise 
for dispersing notorious trespassers, or protecting 
public property from depradation by armed force, 
the operation shall be conducted by concert, jointly 
or separately, according to agreements between the 
governments of Maine and New Brunswick.” 
Such an arrangement may answer the purpose of 
a temporary “make shift,”’ but, if allowed to remain, 
will lay the seeds of future disputes. 


The same paper, in copying the remarks of Ane. 
can papers, in relation to the good effects of the pio. 
tocol, says: , 

«“We sincerely hope this anticipation may prove 
correct, for a war between England and the Unite 
States would be equivalent to a surrender of Mexiey 
and other parts of Spanish America into the hang 
of France. At the saine time, if the United State; 
persist, as they have hitherto done, in rejecting 
every arrangement, short of a full and unconditiona 
concession of all their claims, we do not see how a 
appeal to arms can eventually be avoided, a contin. 
gency that would not only prove a curse to the two 
principals in a quarrel, but would be likely to intlic 
incalculable evil upon the whole civilized world.” 
The Great Western made her passage out to Bris 


tol in 143 days. | 
rived in England before the departure of the Gre 


§| Western. 


spatches from our legation in France to the depat: 
ments of state and war at Washington. 

The advance in cotton, from the latter part of Fe 
bruary when the advance began, to our presei 
latest dates, was rather more than 1d. per |b. 
The bank of England on the 14th of March ie 
clared a semi-annual dividend of 3 1-2 per cent. i 
the last half year. 

The princess Charlotte Bonaparte, daughiter« 
Joseph Bonaparte, died at Sarzanne, Italy, aboutt! 
beginning of March. : 
The semi-monthly steam packets from Englani! 
Halifax, are to start from Liverpool. 


flag captain. 
the death of vice admiral sir C. Paget. 

The Wesleyan centenary fund, at the latest 
had increased to £183,000, ($812,520). 
‘The English papers are full of accounts of tur 
lence in Ireland, which has attracted, at last, all@ 
tion in the house of lords. Lord Normanby st! 


last 40 years. , 

A report was in circulation the evening of the- 
in London, that a message was to be brouglit 
to parliament for a supply of 20,000 addities 
troops to the army. 

The Chartists, so called in England, or the 
cals, are reported to be arming in all directions: i 
masses of the population are in a very uneasy ee 
’| Horse artillery, and mounted brigades of {foot . 
lery have been suddenly ordered to Manchestet! 
Warwick. 


Parliamentary proceedings. The great questiol 
t| the corn Jaws excluded almost every otber top! 
both houses, throughout the week ending on’ 
16th of March. In the house of commons 
brought up by Mr. Villiers, who moved tbe 
house go into committee of the whole to co 
these laws—supporting his motion by an ela? 
s} and skilful speech. e 

In the course of the debate lord John Russ¢® 
terated his preference of a moderate fixed duty: , 

The debate was brought to a close on 
the motion being negatived by a vote of 342’ 

In the house of lords the discussion rose © 
resolution moved by earl Fitzwilliam, that th 
laws had failed to secure that steadiness © Li 
which was essential to the best interests of the } 
try. The resolution was supported by lor Hy 
ham and the earl of Radnor, and oppesé ‘ind 
h| dukes of Buckingham, Richmond and Well"? 








America as an absudity.” 


the marquis of Lansdowne, the earl of Bip 





The Liverpoo} steamer had not aft 


Among the passengers in the Great Western if 7 
prof. S. F. B. Morse, of New York, bearer of def % 




















A winister from the Buiazils had arrived in Eng 
land, charged with a settlement of French cliisg) 
on Buenos Ayres, by the mediation of Great Bria 
Sir Thomas Harvey will proceed immediately 7 
take the command in the West Indies, in the Wei 4 
chester, and captain John Parker is appointel 4 
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‘This movement is in consequent: 

4 } great lengt 
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the riots to amount to no more than the riots 0! 9 
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jord Melbourne. It Was negatived by a vote of 224 


2 
— the course of the debate the duke of Richmond 
solemnly declared that if the corn laws were repeal- 
ed he would sell his property, and depart with his 
capital and retainers to some bappier land. And 


lord Meibourne affirmed, with great vehemence, | 


that the proposition to abolish restrictions on coin- 


: merce was the maddest and wildest that ever was 


conceived. as i 
Lord Brougham gave notice, immediately after 


a the vote was taken, that on the 15th he should move 
that the house go into committee, ta consider what 


is expedient to be done with respect to the corn laws. 

Boundary question. In the house of commons, 
March 15, sir S. Canning inquired of the noble lord 
the secretary for foreign aifairs, whether he had _ re- 
ceived any information frorm Washington with re- 


ference to the recent collision which was reported 
~ to have taken place upon the boundary between 
~ the state of Maine and our province of New Bruns- 


> ject was. — . 
~ noble lord had been informed of the course which 
the American government proposed to take in con- 
sequence of this transaction. 
 jnformed whether there was any reasonable proba- 
® bility of the negociations which had now been car- 
) rying on for eight years, for the settlement of this 


pt. 
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xic9 
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} ject from our minister at Washington. 
+ stances to which the honorable gentleman referred 
’ were only known generally in that city, their details 
\ not having arrived. 


wick. He need not remark how important this sub- 
He was desirous to know whether the 


He also wished to be 


question of disputed territory, being brought to a 


} satisfactory termination. 


Lord Palmerston stated, in reply, that he had re- 
ceived but very imperfect information upon this sub- 
The circum- 


It was not yet, therefore, in his 
ower to state what course the American govern- 
He would be, however, 


fully justified in stating that the most friendly dispo- 
> sition towards this country prevailed in that quarier. 
» (Hear). 


Sir S$. Canning—What is the date of the commu- 


FP nication to which the noble lord referred? 


Lord Palmerston replied that he did not remember 


Sthe exact date, but that the communication had 
fF Sreached him by a rapid conveyance (the Great Wes- 


tern). 


He could not say whether the resnlt of the 


Snegotiations referred to by the honorable gentleman 
Bwould be satisfactory or not; but this he could say, 
Pthat both governments were animated by a most se- 


rious desire to obtain such a result. 


(Hear). 
In the house of lords, on the 16th March, the earl 
of Roden moved for a select committee to inquire 


Binto the state of Ireland since 1835, with respect to 

#the commission of crime, supporting bis motion in 
of me speech of six columns, giving a most frightful pie- 
Meamture of the enormities and outrages committed in 
“fe mthat unhappy kingdom, which he ascribed entirely 
qe mm to Misgovernment. 
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Lord Normandy vindicated his administration in a 


Mspeech of six columns. 


The duke of Wellington supported the motion at 
reat length. Lord Melbourne opposed it, declar- 
Ing in the course of his remarks that the duke of 
Wellington’s speech was one of the boldest he had 


ever heard, and that the motion was one of pure un- | 


doubted censure upon the government. 

It was carried, 63 to 58—majority against minis- 
ers five. 

The boundary question. London, March 20. By 
the packet ship England, captain Waite, from New 
York, which city she left on the Ist instant, and ar- 
rived in Liverpool last evening, we have received im- 
portant intelligence from America respecting the dis- 
pute, amounting to actual hostility, which has so 
suddenly and in so untoward a manner sprung up 
between the state of Maine and the British governor 
of New Brunswick regarding the territory which is 
Watered by the Aroostook, and which, according to 
agreement between the governments of Great Bri- 
ain and the United States should remain exclusive- 
ly under British jurisdiction until the final settle- 
ment of the boundary question. This agreement has 

een set at nought by the governor and assembly of 
he state of Maine, and military occupation of ‘the 
erritory in dispute has been taken by a large body 
of the militia of that state. Sir John Harvey, the 

ritish governor, demanded the withdrawal of those 
troops, and a correspondence of equal determination 
of intent to assert by force of arms their respective 
Claims passed between the governors. 

The president, Mr. Van Buren, with the prompti- 
tude which a subject of such importance demanded, 


}tentions are pacific. The correspondence arising out 
of the message between the British minister Mr. 
| Fox, and the American minister Mr. Forsyth, as 
well as the correspondence between the governor 
of Maine and sir John Harvey, will be found an- 
nexed to the message, in another part of our paper. 

The whole is of surpassing interest, the question 
being one of the continuance of a prosperous peace, 
or of, it may be, an immediate recurrence to a war of 
disasterous consequences to one party, if not to both. 
The territories of Great Britain in North America 
must be preserved at all hazards; and aggressions 
upon them of any kird must be resisted by all means. 

[ Shipping Gazette. 
From the London Times, ( Tory paper), March 20th. 

Lord Palmerston has been interrogated more than 
once, or twice, or a dozen times, within the course of 
as many years, touching the state of the New Bruns- 
wick boundary quarrel, and as often, with that smirk 
which is peculiar to his lordship, and which conveys 
a sneer much more plainly than a reply, has left the 
questioner to his own imaginings, fiom utter despair 
of getting any thing out of hislordship more satisfac- 
tory than “i don’t choose to tell you—ask some 
other time.”’ 

That other time has often come, and has now gone, 
we are apprehensive, not to come again. 

When lord Palmerston stupidly, or ag cg and 
carelessly, acquiesced in the rejection by the United 
States’ government of the judgment pronounced by 
tie king of Holland, to whose arbitrament the whole 
question had been absolutely and finally referred on 
the part as well of the republic as of Great Britain, 
the result night easily have been foreseen. The duty 
of lord Palmerston was to have urged the finality of 
that adjudication, which the litigating powers had 
reserved to themselves no right or power to repudi- 
ate, and which, although it actually stripped Great 
Britain of more than one-half of the disputed land, 
was at least an intelligible settlement, assigning for 
a large portion of the boundary line the course of the 
St. John’s river, and leaving in the hands of Great 
Britain that which has been throughout the object 
of highest consideration with her government— 
namely, the most practicable and convenient route 
between Frederickton and the St. Lawrence. 

The haste, however, with which the senate of the 
U. States, and, in imitation of their eagerness, the 
government at Washington, declared the decision of 
the king of Holland, to be ‘‘inadmissible,’’? mist 
have opened the eyes of any Enghshman who was 
not determined to keep them shut to the real, though 
unacknowledged views of the republicans, and have 
satisfied lord Palmerston that be must proceed with 
all despatch to formal and irrevocable arrangement 
of the question, by amicable, but active and diligent, 
| negotiation; or provide for the other and more dis- 
| tressing, but, in such circumstances, unavoidable al- 
ternative, of maintaining the just pretensions of his 
country by her armed power. 

Lord Palinerston appears to have demeaned him- 
self as ifno such contingencies lay before him. He 
gave in to the rejection of the arrangement made by 
the king of Holland, without betraying the slightest 
consciousness that any other adjustinent of a differ- 
ence, in itself so serious, would be required by the 
United States from this country, or by England at 
the hands of her foreign minister. He did not mere- 
ly fall asleep at his post, but never dreamed of splic- 
ing by a renewed negotiation the settlement which 
his own folly had sutiered the United States to break 
off. So far as our recollection carries us, his cool 
and easy treatment of the question was equivalent 





Holland’s proposition; it is now for them to make 
theirs.” Why, theirs, was from the beginning pre- 
cisely this—*We want the whole of the disputed 
territory, and we will have it too.” 

But, as lord Palmerston made no movement to- 
wards a peaceful issue of this misunderstanding, so 
was he equally careful that for an opposite issue Eng- 
lang should be totally unprepared. 

he Americans took care that the success of their 
own policy should depend on their own will, not on 
the mercy of their rivals. Our correspondent in this 
day’s Times, ‘A North American Colonist,” explains 
the shrewdness and composure with which Jonathan 
goes about his work. 

The rebellion in Canada, and the war of ‘‘sympa- 


his “lumberers,” who will thus have powerful di- 
versions in their favor. Large lots of the soil of Up- 
per Canada were long since said to have been sold 


to this—“The U. States have flung back the king of 


thy,” have been Godsends to governor Fairfield and 


y that exemplary patriot Mackenzie, as payment 


> —* 


}negotiation respecting the boundary would have a 
successful issue! Vastly consoling this; but he was 
justified in stating that the cabinet of Washington 
had the most friendly sentiments towards this coun- 
try.”’ Vastly encouraging indeed! But if the cabi- 
net of Washington should either willingly or by com- 
pulsion happen to support the state of Maine in its 
armed aggression upon the crown and people of 
England, will lord Palmerston poe to inform us 
how much Mr. Van Buren’s “friendly sentiments” 
are woith in the public market? 

We deprecate war. We dread it for the sake of 
humanity, for the sake of North America, beyond all 
for the sake of England, which must dearly suffer. 
But there is such a thing as driving a great country, 
however temperate, and tolerant, and pacific, into 
war, just as it is possible for the best natured and 
benevolent man in the world to be forced by indigni- 
‘ty into a private quarrel. England can do no more 
towards avoiding war than abstain from offering in- 
justice. If she suffers wrong tamley, then is she un- 
just to herself and to posterity; for she invites there- 
by, and will inevitably have to endure, a repetition 
and variety of insults. If both governments be wise, 
they cannot go on to bloodshed. But the wise and 
just may, by the foolish and unprincipled, be compel- 
led, and dragged, and trampled, and spurned into a 
conflict. In that case the responsibility is not di- 
vided, because the crime is altogether unilateral. It 
is the simple case of a wanton oppressor, and an un- 
willing and unoffending victim. 

If England be kicked into such a war unprepared, 
the responsibility for so terrible a disaster, though 
not shared between her and the United States, inas- 
much as she, as a nation, must be exonerated, will 
fall heavily between the United States and the Bri- 
tish government, which has left its country unpro- 
tected. For such a government there can be no for- 
giveness, nor any punishment severe enough for its 
enormous treason. 


London, March 21. <A good deal of anxiety pre- 
vails amongst the leading parties connected with the 
commerce of the United States and our North Ame- 
rican colonies, :u consequence of the unpleasant 
accounts respecting the disputed territory. People 
of the first information have to-day openly expressed 
their opinion that this rupture, for such it is, how- 
ever the ministerial scribes may gloss the matter, is 
pregnant with inealculable misebief, not only to our 
own settlements, but as regards our relations with 
the United States, the government of which does not 
appear to have the power to restrain the hordes of 
reckless vagrants that infest the border frontiers of 
the self-styled land of liberty. It is maintained that 
our government alone are to be blamed for the un- 
pleasant political aspeets which have for some time 
threatened our supremacy from the other side of the 
Atlantic; with a crippled navy it is not to be expect- 
ed that the despots of the world, whether monar- 
chial or republican, would respect British dictation. 
[Morning Post. 
From the Bristol Mirror March 23. 

The Great Western. This unrivalled ship will 
sail from King road this day betweentwo and 
three o’clock; she takes 105 passengers, and a quan- 
tity of goods, consisting of silks, printed cottons, 
worsted stuffs, hardware and a large stock of jewel- 
lery. Among the passengers are Mr. Kaye, a ga- 
vernment messenger, with despatches, lord Frede- 
rick Paulett, lieut. col. Oldfield and capt. John 
Forbes, Judge Haliburton, alias ‘Sam Slick, the 
clock maker,” is also apassenger, who is going home 
to Nova Scotia. 


London, March 21.—Siate of the country. Alarge 
body of artillery marched yesterday from Woolwich 
into Northamptonshire. The object is, doubtless, 
the prevention of outrage in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts. In reply to a question Aw: by the duke of 
Buckingham, lord Melbourne admitted a few days 
ago, that government was cognizant of the fact that 
the Chartists, throughout the kingdom are arming by 
thousands. The times are such as to require on the 
part of the executive, a large measure of wisdom, 
promptitude and firmness. Violent language is now 
used in every quarter, in order to prepare the people 
for violent action, as the only cure for the grievan- 
ces, under which poor producers of all sorts have so 
long suffered. ; ; 

The duties of government in the circumstances 
are of a most onerous kind. Firmness and prompti- 
tude, are as we have stated, necessary in order to re- 
press outrage;—but more promptitude and firmness 
in the use of the means of coercion will not eradicate 





addressed a message to congress, the tone of which 
mn Pacific, at the same time that he maintains that 
i¢ territory in dispute belongs to the United States. 
¢ expresses his desire that the hostile force which 
‘. §overnment of Maine sent to take posses- 
lou of this territory, should be withdrawn, but he 
sists not upon this, as he is bound to do if his in- 


in advance for the personal exploits of all sympathiz- 
ing riflemen who, in the cause of freedom, should 
cross the frontier and liberate the queen of England’s 
Canadian subjects from the yoke of cultivating their 
own lands and reaping their own harvests. 

Lord Palmerston told sir Stratford Canning, the 
other night, that he could not say whether or not the 


those social evils, of which violent language and pre- 
parations for arming are but the indications. The 
miseries of the laboring poor must speedily force 
themselves on the consideration of the legislature. 
Well will it be for the country, if the legislature shall 
be found to administer relief. The new poor law 
must, assuredly, be repealed. 
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my paangpne ag aL arch | 
From the London Sun of March 22 Marshalt Soult, war and president; Thiers, foreign , equivalent to the rise in cotton, but greater confidence [yan 20 38; 

City 12 0’clock. Ministers being in the minority | affairs; Passy, interior; Humann, finance; Dupin, |in the short crop accounts induces a more genera i nd squall, 
last night in the house of lords, on the motion of the | justice and religion; Duperre, marine; Dufaure, | belief that goods and yarns must continue to, 4 P March 3 
earl of Roden respecting Ireland, has rather damped | commerce; Sauzet, public works; Villeiain, pub- | vance, and hence there are not so many mills wo, [P,. 22 00 
the funds this morning, as well as the sale of some | lic instruction. ing short time. ; - nthe 
three and a half per cents. The Paris diorama had been destroyed by fire,| The sales for the week ended 8th inst. amounted ; March & 
Half past one. The British market appears rather | with the three paintings on exhibition. to 88,900 bales; about 40,000 to speculators, For B Jon. 24 4 


heavy, owing to a report. that the government are 
going to increase the army with 25,000 men, for in 
all probability great reinforcements may be required 
to send out to Vanada, should the United States go- 
vernment continue obstinate in their demands on the 
boundary question. Several sales, both of three 
and a half per cents and consols have been effected 
during the morning. Consols at one period were 
done at 92 5-8; at present they may be quoted at 
925-8 3-4 money; account 92 3-4; exchequer bilis 
lower, 55 57, 

Militia. Notice has been received that one-third 
of the available force of the militia will be called 
out for 12 months’ permanent duty, to be succeeded 
by the other portions in rotation, and the whole bo- 
dy to be called out for twenty-eight days’ training 
yearly. [L£xeter Flying Post. 

From the Manchester Guardian. 

The Chartists and their arms. We learn from a 
variety of sources that the making and selling of 
pikes and fire arms, amongst the working population 
of this neighborhood, is going on in the most op.-n 
and barefaced manner; and judging from what we 
have heard on the subject, we can imagine that 
there can be little doubt that some thousands of these 
dangerous weapons are now in the hands of parties 
who at all events deciare that they are ready to use 
them at the bidding of what is called “the national 
convention.” 

Icebergs floatingjin the Atlantic. Liverpoo,l March 
22. Several vessels which have arrived within the 
last fortnight were interrupted in their progress by 

etting entangied in fields of floating ice. The 

eorge Washington, the Elizabeth Bruce and the 
South America were all in this predicament! The 
South America was entangled among floating ice- 
bergs for thirty hours. The first iceberg the ship 
fell in with rose from fifty to sixty feet above the 
level of the sea. It was dark when she approached 
it, and capt. Barstow very wisely resolved to lay to 
till day light. About two o’clock, when the moon 
broke out from the dense clouds in which she had 
been previously enveloped, and threw ber light on 
the numerous icebergs, shooting up like hoary cliifs 
which were visible round the horizon, the spectacle 
is described by the persons who beheld it as having 
been awlully sublime. The ice reflected the beams 
ofthe moon, and the combfnation produced a mild 
splendor, which approached if it did not rival the 
light of day. The presence of so much floating ice 
inthe Atlantic as far down as lat. 44 is rather an 
unusual occurrence. 

Betcium. ‘The chamber of deputies, after 14 
days debate, agreed to accept the treaty as proposed 
Ny the London conference, by a vote of 58 to 42. 

he assent of the senate was confidently expected. 
The decision of the chamber caused no excitement 
out-of-doors. The dispute between Belgium and 
Holland may be looked upon as settled. 

France. The elections having resulted unfavo- 
rably to the cabinet, the ministers again tendered 
their resignation on the 8th, and it was accepted. 
Marshal Soult was then sent for by the king, and sub- 
sequently M. Thiers was also called in. Negocia- 
tions for the formation of a new cabinet were in pro- 
gress until the 20th. On that day the new ministers 
presented to the king an outline of the policy on 
which they would come in, as follows: 

Ist. That France should declare war against Don 
Carlos. 2. That France should declare to Austria 
that she would not allow of a marriage between an 
Austrian prince and the young queen Isabella, as 
had been proposed by prince Metternich. 3d. That 
the affairs cf Belgium must be considered as settled. 
4th. That the war against Mexico should be perse- 
vered in. 5th. That the conversion of the five per 
cent. rentes should be adopted. 6th. That certain 
concessions should be made to the growers of beet- 
root sugar. 7th. That the question of electoral re- 
form should be adjourned. 8th. That the laws of 
September should be revised; and 9th, and princi- 
selty, That the presidence reele should be insisted 
on, or, in other words, that, except on very state 
occasions, the king should not preside at the council 
of ministers. 

To these conditions the king refused his assent, 
declaring that, if necessary, he would rather submit 
to be deposed than accede to the terms insisted on; 
but the latest postcript from Paris says that he after- 
wards withdrew his refusal, and expressed his wil- 
lingness to accede to the conditions. 

The constitution of the new ministry had not been 
officially announced; but it is given as follows by 
thie London papers: 


Russta. The einperor of Russia, convinced of 
the mischevious effects of the lottery on the poor 
and industrious peasanrty of Poland, has published a 
decree, ordaining that the lottery shall be abolished 
in the kingdom of Poland on the Ist of January, 
1840, 

Markets, money, &c. London money murket, March 
21. The late intelligence received from the United 
States has not created any unfavorable impression 
upon our money market. The accounts are deem- 
ed rather satisfactory by most parties connected with 
America, in so far that they are calculated to im- 
press on both governments the necessity of an im- 
mediate settlement of the disputed question, which 
has been the origin of such unpleasant proceedings, 
and although some border collisions are apprehend- 
ed, it is generally anticipated that no very serious 
results will ensue. 

American stocks, London, March 20. The Ameri- 
can securities have been sold freely, and United 
States bank shares have fallen 2s. 6d. per share. 
The supply of every description has been ample, at 
the following quotations: 

Five per cent. pound sterling Alabama, 91 to 92. 

Five per cent. Alabaina, 82 to 83. 

Five per cent. Indiana, 82 1-2 to 83 1-2. 

Five per cent. Louisiana, ( Baring’s), 93 to 94. 

Five per cent. Louisiana, (Lizardi’s), 95 1-2 to 
96 1-2. 

Five per cent. Mississippi, in £ sterling, 93. 

Six per cent. Ohio, 1856, 98 to 99. 

Five per cent. New York, 91 to 95. 

Five per cent. Pennsylvania, according to dates, 
90 to 93. 

United States bank shares, £24 15s. Od. 

Six per cent. Virginia, 93. 

Six percent. Florida, in & sterling, 95. 

Six per cent. Camden, &c. rail road, 104 to 105. 

Six per cent. Maryland, par. 

Five per cent. South Carolina, in £& sterling, 95 
to 96. 

Five per cent. Harrisburgh and Lancaster rail 
road, 90 1-2 to 91 1-2. 

London, March 22d. Several purchases of U.S. 
bank shares, to rather a large amount, have been 
made to-day for investment, at £24 10s., and there 
are more purchasers at that price, and if the sellers 
remain firm they will probably obtain an advance. 

The general impression as to the boundary ques- 
tion, is that the recent disturbances will not lead to 
war, but will have the beneficial effect of hastening 
an adjustment of the difficulty. 

We understand there is more inquiry for state 
stock. There is no market for second rate secu- 
rities. Qur capitalists are at present extremely 
cautious, and will not encourage any new American 
loans or companies. Nothing could more teid to in- 
crease the permanent price of American securities, 
than a final adjustment of the boundary question. 

Money is tolerably plentiful and the bank not at 
all uneasy at the constant drain of gold, though I 
think there will be a pinch for money yet. 

Our accounts from France as to political prospects 
are rather threatening. So they are from India. 
Trade is genurally good and the demand for goods 
from the continent is brisk. 

English cotton and corn markets. 

Liverpool, Murch 22. Cotion. ‘The accounts by 
the packet which left this on the 2d instant, would 
inform you that we had experienced some reyival in 
the demand for cotton, and that prices had improved 
1-2 per lb. Since then the demand has been far 
wore active, and the business unusually extensive at 
gradually improving prices, amounting to a further 
advance up to this time of 3-4d. a Id. per Ib. the 
greatest advance being in the low and middle quali- 
ties. In good and fine the advance is about 1-2d. 
per lb. The moderate revival of demand at the 
close of last, and first of this month seemed to arise 
from some improvement in goods and yarn, but our 
inarket received a fresh impulse on the 4th instant 
from New York accounts to the 7th ultimo, more 
decided than before as to the short crop and to the 
falling off in the supplies into the ports, which, to- 
gether with the further rise in prices here, produced 
extensive speculative operations, and large pur- 
chases on the part of dealers and consumers. Sub- 
sequent advices from New York down to the Ist in- 
stant of similar import, and quite as decided, have 
had the effect of keeping up the demand, and it may 
be that the possibility of hostilities, arising out of the 
northeastern boundary question, has contributed to 
_ firmness to the market the last day or two. 
he improyement in yarns hitherto is not at all 





the week ended 15th inst., they were 60,750 bale. 
about 43,000 on speculation, and this week the, 
amount to 49,820 bales, 19,009 of it taken by speed. 
lators. Of this week’s business, 17,060 are Upland. 
at 7 3-4 a9 3-4; 17,050 New Orleans, at 7 1.4; 
10 1-8; 2,520 Alabama and Mobile, at 8 a 10 1... 
and 160 Sea island at 22a 36d per |b. Fair quai. 
ties may be quoted at 9 1-4a93-8. The iinport 
into Liverpool since the Ist January, amounts {, 
210,000 bales against 365,000 to same period Jag 
season. The supply from the United States ;, 
158,000, being a decrease of about one-half, 7), 
stock in this port is estimated at 234,000 bales, of 
which about 182,000 is American cotton. 

By the returns received to day the last aggrega(, 
average of wheat was exactly 73s. per qr. so that the 
duty remains at the lowest poi:t for another wee, 
A reduction of a penny in the average would hiaye 
advanced the duty, and it is not unlikely to go up {y 
4s. or possibility to 6s. 5d. per bbl. on flour in a few 
weeks. The foreign supplies of wheat are vey 
heavy and the markets much depressed. Flour ey. 
tremely dull at 36s. a 37s. with some retail at 38, 
per bbl. About 5,000 bbls. Turpentine have bee 
sold this week at 12s. 6d. per cwt. for good quality, 
The business in tobacco this month has been aboy 
500 hhds. at full price. 


Lwerpool, March 20. Grain. Of wheat the ex. 


States, the arrivals have been very considerable dur. 
ing the past week; much exceeding the demand, 
which has been very limited from the millers and 
dealers, and though soine parcels from Odessa and 
Marianopoli wheat have been taken by speculators, 
last quotations have been barely obtainable, and in 
some instances a small decline has been submitted 
to on this, and on every article in the corn trade 
the Yorkshire markets of the past week were als 
much depressed, and a little lower; and at Manches. 
ter on Saturday, very few sales of grain, flour o 
oatmeal, could be «flected from this port. 

The duty on rye and beans from foreign ports i 
this week increased Is. 6d. per quarter; an all other 
grain there is no alteration; it is likely that the duly 
on wheat will be increased next Friday to 2s. &l 
per quarter. Some few sales of foreign flour {vr 


To the editors: Sir: I have the pleasure to cot 
municate to you that the Great Western left Brist 
in the 23d ult. at 11h. 20. and arrived here‘at mit’ 
night. 

he following are some particulas of the voyag® 

Saturday, March 23, wind W. N. lat. W. jon. a 
11, 20, P. M. slipped from the Buy King road, st10"5 
breezes and squally, rain, less wind. 

March 24, wind W. lat. 51 10, lon. 5 14, 9 A™ 






























rain and sleet, high N. W. sea. 
vbl. W. N. W. lat. 46 10, lo 


unse 


and squally, 

March 28, wind 
18, distance 149, same weather and sea, 
weather, squa.ls and rain, strong breezes, 
less sea. ’ 





n, 18 
itled 
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export have been made at 37s. a 39s. per bbl. fag 











pail, rain, 


Monday, 


"92, lon. 27 
“ther, rain é 
%. April 2, 
Yon. 29 3 


alls, ha 
April 3, 


3 | (13, dist 
pt times, h 
> April 4, 
“Pistance I 
“qderate and 


April 5, 


B5 26, dist 
imes, mod 


April 6, 


B9 30, dis 
fain, thane 
} April 7, 
Jon. 41 45, 
Dp, strong 
B®tronz bre 


April 8, 


n. 45 16. 


.N. E.s 


ea 


> April 9, 


ports from this to Ireland continue to exceed the in. ; istance 21 
ports from thence—but of foreign wheat, chiefly & eather at 
from France and Italy, and of flour from the Unite i April 10 


distance 20 
Phort chop) 
April 11, 
Hance 212, 


» April 12 


ea, moder 


7, distane 
ually, shi 
April 13 
5, distane 


eavy gro 


April 1 


Wistance 2: 


sweet, and 33s. a 35s. for sour. Re Msi 
March 22. We have again to notice a geod arf | Ss healiad 
rival of foreign wheat since Tuesday last, amoui': 7 soe" 1 
ing to nearly 11,000 quarters, exclusive of severi of Sami 
cargoes not reported, besides about 20,000 bare i nem of 
flour, chiefly from the United States. S oof the : 
On Wednesday a fair sale was experienced {1— © nority Ly 
good fresh wheats, but the demand has since slack ‘ are 
ened materially, and beyond a moderate retail i): Questio; 
quiry from our local millers for the lower qualities 1 —- hat book j 
foreign, which have been disposed of at 2d. to 3d. 1 a the us 
duction, very little business has been done to-da— recta 
and were buyers to appear for the better descrip oak was « 
tions, rather lower terms would be accepted. he inforn 
Irish flour is quite unsaleable in the face of ‘le ot been 1 
heavy imports from abroad, and foreign appears {1 f bject mu: 
the present to bz almost equally neglected. Bntormatio 
ba Pewas differ: 
GREAT WESTERN STEAM SHIP. i Questio 
New York, 14th April, 1839. Peres in th 
Answer 


ifm ware receiy, 


Are made ¢ 
I think. 


Questio: 


i ‘monthly | 
erendered b 


Answer 


mreceived, ¢ 


passed Lundy Island, fresh breezes and cloudy W. : uestio 
ground swell. j th 1e sec 
March 25, wind W. lat. 50 93, lon. 8 58, distan fi = pers 

147, fresh breezes and sgually, rain at times, ites" Ry *" 
lar W. N. W. swell. * nswer 
March 26, wind W. lat. 50 10, lon. 14 29, distan® sine or chi 
132, moderate gales and squally with cross high s¢ nee [ hay 
moderate and less sea. pariestio: 
Mareh 27, wind westerly, northwesterly, Jat. i. : 7 book 
24, lon. 15 39, distance 137, increased to fresh gale race 
StLO} 


amines it { 


in any giv 
hazv a6 ther port, 
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—=- & March 29, wind W. S. W. westerly, lat. 47 38, 
idence on. 20 38, distance 100, increased to strong gales 
heral Pynd squally at times, heavy rain and high sea. 
toad. March 30, wind W.N. W., W.S, W. lat. 47 14, 
Work. [Eqon. 22 00; distance 80, strong gales, heavy squalls, 
ai], rain, thunder, lightning and heavy sea. 
DUNnted March 31, wind W. S. W., W. N. W. lat. 46 22, 
For jon. 24 4, distance 101, strong heavy gales, squalls, 
‘ales, FE pail, rain, heavy cross sea. 
C the Monday, April 1, wind N. W., W.S. W. lat. 45 
Speci. JP 92. lon. 27 17. distance 148, squally unsettled wea- 
pland, ' her, rain at times, confused sea. Poi: 
“14a [E> April 2, wind W.N. W., W. N. W. lat. 44 10, 
0 1.8; Yon. 29 34, distance 120, moderate gales, heavy 
quali. qualls, hail, rain, lightning, bigh cross sea. 
import [ & April 3, wind W. S. W., N. N. W. lat. 43 38, lon. 
ints fp [F By, 13, distance 75, strong gales, heavy squalls, rain 
od last HE wt times, high cross sea. — 
tes jp [> April 4, wind W., W. N. W. lat. 42 26, lon. 32 30, 
The  gistance 109, same weather and sea, noon more mo- 
iles, of erate and cloudy. 


April 5, wind W. 8. W. vbl. N. E. lat. 41 13, lon. 







Tegale BM B5 26, distance 152, strong squally weather, rain at 
hat the imes, moderate and clondy, sea going down. 


Answer. So for as the returns present them, it 
does. 

In continuation, and to complete the record view 
secured to the secretary at all times, of ‘any érans- 
action which relates to the revenue,’’ a third book was 
formerly compiled for his office from the quarterly 
returns of collectors made to other accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury. It will be seen, from the fol- 
lowing testimony of the present secretary, what 
was the nature of this record, and how far it has 
fallen into disuse under his administration of the 
office. 


Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury, examined 
by Mr. Wise. 

Question 21. When were you appointed to the 
Office of secretary of the treasury? Please look on 
the book presented, entitled ‘collectors’ quarterly 
accounts,” and say whether you have ever exa- 
mined this book, and when? 

Answer. I entered on the duties of secretary of 
the treasury about the 4th of July, A. D. 1834. The 
book inentioned appears to be that before referred 
to, in which one ofthe clerks in my office was in 
the habit of making the entries sent from the audi- 


























Week, > April 6, wind round the compass, lat. 41 13, lon. | tor’s office. I have no recollection of ever having 
d liaye 89 30, distance 192, variable unsettled weather,| had occasion to examine that book for any particu- 
> Upto F gain, thunder, lightning heavy swells. _ | lar purpose, or ever to have examined it till since 
1a few April 7, wind N.N. W., W. 8. W. lat, 39 37, | the question arose concerning the discontinuance to 
€ very & fon. 41 45, distance 164, hazy and rain, sea getting! make those entries, On some occasions 1 have 
ir ex. F hp, strong gale, very heavy squalls and heavy sea, | visited the rooms of the different clerks in my own 
at 38s, F Btronz breezes and cloudy, less sea. office, and made a general inspection of the books 
- been § April 8, wind W. N. W., W.5. W. lat. 40 00.) in which they were then writing, or of the business 
ality, F Jon. 45 16, distance 183 fresh breezes and squally, | in which they were then engaged, and noticed their 
1 about F IN. N. E. swell, moderate and cloudy, moderate head | handwriting, filing, arrangement of papers, &c. and 
pea. : F inake such inquiries as to tieir business as occurred 
the ex. ee. April Hee Ss. be a wes 5 40 32, e's 40 ct to me to be proper; but have no recollection of ex- 
the im e #istance 216, increased to strong breezes and squally | amining this book. 
chiefly eather at times, rain and short chopping sea. 3 Question 22. Does not the book referred to in 
Unite. 20? ae wind vbl. north, lat..40 28, lon. 53 5,/ your last answer show the following statements re- 
le dur. a 207, squally unsettled weather, rain at times, | spnecting each quarterly account of each collector 
2maud, we rs te aldal Samcttpiodh dum: want od in the United States, and in distinct ruled columns. 
Ts and a . pre » hor iwester y; at. e a; on. v > as- + SeSeF 4 " a” 
sa andie dance 212, fresh breezes and cloudy, short chopping seinen i; Kchaigye™ ig Ao gd ler of 1885, 
ilatore Bea Moderate and fine. Wishes aiden ich hitinnies Wai Pop? 
and ing. ~2pril 12, wind southwesterly, lat. 41 27, lon. 61 ad the vee my “ sie ditt Acme abe Oct. 6. 1835 
ymittede distance 230, increased to strong breezes and | Bal: oe Neston-F Saad ‘ihe F 
headl qually, short high sea, moderate and hazy. easter oe pe eee ee 
eo alh | April 13, wind vbl. southerly, lat. 41 16, lon. 66) p+ e ’ 1) hal 
ne 5) disuinee 225, moderate and hazy, rain at times Payments into the treasury |. PA ASS, TIE BA 
vy a ha weasel pile ’ >; Allowances to marshals, marine 
ot )86 art. Opie ee spitals ‘ 
April 14, wind: vbl. N. E. lat. 40 13, lon. 71 30, | hospitals, &e 10,698 53 
; pts Ae “et _ «4, | Debentures paid 157,278 83 
ports i istance 235, increased to fresh gales and dark with Ge Peapewes > 4897 62 
i other gery weather, rain at times, ground sweil, 11, 30, E ne : 3°96 nt 
, eee 2] ‘lot. 12 arrived oft “ws ly Hook I; Xpenses on collection 113,! 64 64 
ne duye pecelve ae : , 12 arrived oft Sandy Hook, Lam,) goign, 
Qs, Sif Bit, your obedient servant, - i | Balance due to U. States 
our fit JAMES HOSKIN, R. N. caplain. ti haa 5,823,870 07 
bbl. for SWARTWOUTL DEFALCATIONS Outstanding debts 33,595 69 
; ki, of SHAS VED oo 51.52 
od are eport of the committee of investigation, chosen | Cash Tnited State $51,526 16 
senile by ballot, by the house of representatives, January | Balance due to the United States 4.934.99 
Seal =) 17 and 19, 1839, on the subject of the defalcations | froin the last quarter a pabinne 4 
barrel * of Sainuel Swartwout and others, and the correct- | Duties on merchandise , ead : 
» hess of the returns of coilectors and receivers | Duties on tonnage 1,928 57 
1 of the public money; also, the report of the mi- utles on passports. - 
- ‘i '} nority of the committee Moneys received from marine hos- 
» Shacks ‘ itale te 5 
ail io [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 111.] pitals ihe ke <i 
‘ties eg, euestion 4. Do you know the object for which Interest on bonds Per 0) 
od ref peat book is kept in the secretary’s office, and what Fines, penalties and forfeitures. 
: he As the use made of it? Unclaimed merchandise. 
ot Answ ' Light mone 292 87 
de Answer. TI do not know the object for which tl sem mQuey. 
escri’ oe } ene Sundries 35,050 84 
























“ook was originally kept, or what use was made of 
Phe information, as my connexion with the book has 
wot been long. I should think, however, that the 
‘Pbject must have been to aid the department with 
Buformation, particularly when the system of credit 
7Was different from the present. 

Question 5. From what data do 


of the 
vars for 


you make en- 


39. Bees in this book from time to time? 
0 coll Answer, I make the entries from returns which 
Bristol Pere received from the collectors of customs; they 


are made of b 
I think. 
1. Question 6. Do not these returns purport to be 
© Monthly returns of bonds taken and liquidated,” 

endered by collectors to the secretary? 

Answer, As far as I have examined those I have 
. received, they are monthly returns. 

uestion 7, Has that book ever been called for 

B°Y the secretary of the treasury, the chief clerk or 
tions person in the secretary’s office, for examina- 

Answer, It has not been called for by the secre- 
ary or chief clerk or other person, for examination, 
Since [ have had charge of it. 

restion 8. Up to what period are the entries in 
at book brought up and completed? 
Answer, January, 1839. 
Question 9. Does that book enable one who ex- 


t mid: onds taken and liqui@ated monthly, as 
yage: 
Jon. at 
stroly 


AM 
dy W. 


stance 
rregu 


stance 
sh ged, 


at. SE th 
1 gales 





on in say’ it to see what amount of bonds are payable 
se iven 
Other porta) month at the port of New York, and 


yy all 


| 


Balance due to the collector at the 
end of the quarter. 


And was not the foregoing entry, which is given 
as an exainple, the last entry made in said book of 
the accounts of Samuel Swartwout, being for the 
second quarter of 1835; and have any entries of a 
like character been made in said book, or any other 
book in your office, as to the accounts of any col- 
lector, since the third quarter of 1835? 

Answer. The book in which the entries were 
made of the aggregates of several items from the 
accounts returned by collectors to the first auditor, 
contains such headings or titles as are described in 
the above interrogatory; and the entries, made as I 
suppose by the clerkin my office, Mr. Dungati, who 
had charge of the book, are in the sums or amounts 
described in the interrogatory. 

{n the next pages the entries for the 3d quarter 
of 1835, do not contain any sums for twenty or 
twenty-three ports, including New York among 
them; and no other entries for any port appear to 
have been imade in that book afterwards. Nor do 
[ know that these aggregates were, subsequent to 
that time, entered or copied in any other book in 
my office, either for New York or any other port; 
but presume, from Mr. Dungan’s statements, that 
the accounts not having been afterwards sent in to 
him-from the auditor’s office, he omitted to go after 





them, or send for them, and the aggregates were 
not afterwards copied by him; and that he omitted. 


also to make any report to me of these circum- 
stances, for the reasons before stated in reply toa 
former interrogatory. 

Mr. Dungan is, however, now a clerk in the of- 
fice, where he has been, [ understand, over twent,” 
years; and can give to the committee, if they de- 
sire it, fuller explanations as to the entries made by 
him, and the cause of his discontinuance to make 
them, and the use, if any, which had ever been 
made of them during his acquaintance with them. 

From the preceding testimony, it is manifest that 
although all the before named records appertain to 
one “general system,” which was devised to secure 
an independent superintendence of the revenues to 
the secretary of the treasury, at the same time the 
execution of the laws for collecting those revenues 
was committed to subordinate officers. The system 
has, of late years, been permitted to fallinto utter ne- 
glect and disuse, Ist, by the total discontinuance of 
two out of the three books of records of which it 
consisted; and 2d, by the entire disuse of the third 
book, though preserved in form. 

The following testimony adds to the surprise of 
this result in the investigation of the committee; 
that while a part of this important system of the 
treasury department, designed to guard and pre- 
serve the public revenue against peculation and 
frauds, has been permitted to fallinto oblivion, and 
another fragment of it has been continued to be 
made to this day; neither the part abandoned nor 
the part continued has ever been known to, orcom- 
prehended, and much less appreciated in use, by 
either the head or any subordinate clerk of the trea- 
sury department. 

Thomas Dungan, the clerk in charge of the quar- 
terly book, and referred to in the preceding testi- 
ony of Mr. Woodbury, being examined by Mr. 
Curtis, testified as follows: 

Question 10. Have you sufficient knowledge of 
the nature of the weekly and monthly returns made 
by the collectors to the secretary of the treasury, to 
enable you to say whether they were not intended 
both for a check on the collectors, and also to ena- 
ble the secretary to make estimates? | 

Answer. I have not. They have, except for three 
or four years before the burning of the treasury, 
been kept by other persons. 

Question 11. If the weekly and monthly returns 
would enable the secretary to estimate the amount 
of money he could calculate upon, would they not 
also furnish the secretary a check upon the collec- 
tor, if they were carefully compared with the quar- 
terly return book which you had charge of? 

Answer. I cannot tell how that would be, as 
there has never been any comparison that 1 know 
of, They might, if honestly made out. 

Question 12. Do you think yourself competent 
to give an opinion concerning the objects for which 
the weekly and monthly returns were originally 
required, or concerning the use that was made of 
them by the secretaries, before you had charge of 
the quarterly book? 

Auswer. I do not think I am. 

Question 13. How did it happen that the enter- 
ing of the quarterly returns of collectors on the 
book of quarterly returns in the secretary’s office 
was discontinued, and when was it discontinued? 

Answer. 1 was sick; and when I returned to 
the office, the quarterly returns were taken from 
my desk by the auditor’s clerk. I went after them; 
they had been sent to the register’s office. I con- 
sulted Mr. Anthony; he thought they were not of 
much use, as credits were so short, and 1 never en- 
tered any more after that. This was the second or 
third quarter of 1835, 

Question 14. When you had the quarterly re- 
turn book, and when you had charge of the “‘week- 
ly returns,’ had you any orders to do any thing with 
them except to enter them in the books? 

Answer. Not any. 

Mr. Young, chief clerk in the department of the 
secretary of the treasury, examined by Mr. Curtis, 
testified as follows: 

Question 22. Can you, orany other clerk of the 
department known to you, in the department, speak 
with certainty of the import, effect and meaning of 
all the entries in the ‘‘bond book”’ under the head 
of “collector of New York?” Who formerly had 
charge of it? 

Answer. Iam not aware of any clerk who is 
conversant to a sufficient degree with the entries in 
the book referred to, who could satisfactorily ex- 
plain them. Having already stated what I believed 
was the object of requiring the returns which are 
entered therein, I have never had occasion, myself, 
to make myself acquainted with the manner in 
which it was made up. The clerk who kept it for 
many year died in December last. 

William B,. Randolph examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 1. Are you employed in the treasury 
department? What situation have you eld, and 
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what situation do F pac now hold? How long have} 
you been connected with the treasury department? 

Answer. I am employed in the treasury depart- 
ment at this time as chief clerk in the treasurer’s. 
office, and have been connected with the depart- 
ment in several offices and situations for nearly 
thirty-one years. 

Question 7. From the examination you have’ 
made of the*‘bond book” from the seeretary’s office, 
and of the entries therein, can you speak with cer- 
tainty of the import, effeet and meaning of the en- 
tries of bonds taken at New York? 

Auswer. I cannot explain them all satisfactorily 
to myself. 


Mr. Woodbury, secretary of the treasury, examined 
by Mr. Wise. . 

Question 23. Is any book of registration, in the 
nature of a leger account, or other transcript, made 
in the department of the secretary of the treasury, 
of the monthly returns of the collector of the port 
of New York, of bonds and revenue accruing; by 
which registration, or other transcript, the balances 
or differences in said monthly returns can be as- 
certained without recurring to the original returns? 
If yea, please exhibit the same for the year 1837 
and the first quarter of 1838. 

Answer. Iam not aware that any book of regis- 
tration of those returns is now kept up or made in 
the department. I have not been accustomed to 
resort to it or examine it, if one is. But when I 
have had occasion to know the aggregates in any 
of the weekly or monthly returns after they passed 
out of my own hands, I have sent for the returns 
themselves, and obtained the information wanted 
from them. My impression, at the same time, is, 
that such a book was formerly kept, into which 
these aggregates were copied, but that the copying 
of them has been discontinued: of this fact, how- 
ever, I cannot speak witb certainty without exami- 
nation. In the great amount of business in my 
office, and the extraordinary increase of it during 
the past three or four years, the making up of the 
records and entries, and the immediate regulation 
and disposition of the books in which they are made, 
is, from necessity, devolved on different clerks; 
and the supervision to see that they are made in 
season, and in proper cases, must be intrusted, in a 
great measure, to the chief clerk in the office, under 
general instructions from the secretary. Whether 
a similar practice was not always in existence, the 
older clerks in the office will be able to explain. 


James H. Smoot, a clerk in the treasury depart- 
ment, was sworn as a witness. 
Examiued by Mr. Curtis. 
Question 1. Are you a clerk in the office of the 
secretary of the treasury, and how long have you 
been such clerk? 


Answer. lam. I was made a permanent clerk 
in the department under the act of June 23, 1336; 
previous to which I had been employed for some 
eighteen months or so as a temporary clerk? 

Question 2. Have you charge of the weekly or 
monthly returns of collectors made to the secretary 
of the treasury? 


Answer. I have charge only of abstracts of 
bonds in suit, and of debentures, which reaeh the 
department very irregularly. Such as have reached 
my desk have been faithfully preserved. It is not 
in my power tostate certainly any thing like a pro- 

ortion of such as should have been received, being 
leparunt of the business of the custom houses. I 
believe they are required once a month. Some of 
the collectors make returns ‘‘none,”’ 


Question 3. What are your orders in respect to 
these returns? fas the secretary ever called for 
them since in your possession? Are they bound in 
books, or are they loose and not filed or endorsed? 

Answer. My orders were simply to preserve 
them on wiry possession of the desk. I have 
lately received directions to have them bound, and 
to continue that practice. I do not recollect that 
the secretary has ever called for them. { am satis- 
fied he has not. They are loose, and not bound in 
books. They are not endorsed, save that most of 
them in lead pencil naming the port. 


It seems to be the opinion of the present secretar 
of the treasury, (under whose administration this 
important system of record-checks has been per- 
mitted to fall into neglect, and almost oblivion), 
that the returns of collectors to him, from which it 
is made, are only for the purpose of enabling him 
to obtain a vague estimate of the current receipts 
of the treasury. ba may explain his neglect of 
those returns, although it is not a justification of it. 
But if this were their acknowledged and sole pur- 
pose, itis most apparent, from the testimony before 
the committee, that such a use of them by the se- 
cretary has been but inconsiderable and exceedingly 


sparing, 





The far different use of which they are suscepti- 
ble, and which was once made of them, is illustrated 
in the following examination: 


The examination of Mr. Randolph by Mr. Curtis. 

Mr. Curtis exhibited to the witness the following 
extract: 

“The abstraction of the amounts paid on bonds 
never returned as liquidated, forms about one-half 
of the entire defalcation of the late collector at New 
York. Of the other moiety, the two principal 
items are, cash held on deposite to meet unascer- 
tained duties, and cash retained ostensibly to refund 
duties paid under protest. 

“In connexion with the abstraction of those 
sums, as well as of those paid on bonds, I would 
observe that, until a few years past, the accounts 
current received at the office of the first anditor, 
with the quarterly accounts of collectors, were cal- 
led for and compared, in the office of the secretary 
of the treasury, with a record there kept, and with 
the several returns rendered to the secretary, in 
conformity with the requisitions of his circular 
dated the 14th of October, 1818, and repeated on the 
14th of November, 1835. 

“The list of returns thus rendered embraced the 
following: 

A weekly return of moneys received and paid; 

A monthly return of debentures paid; 

A monthly abstract of bonds put in suit during 
the month; 

an monthly summary statement of duties collect- 
e 


3 
A monthly schedule of bonds taken and liquidated 
during the month; 

A quarterly return of the moneys received and 
paid under the acts for the relief of sick and dis- 
abled seamen. 

“Those examinations and comparisons would, it 
is conceived, be greatly useful, and especially when 
it is considered that the returns thus rendered to the 
secretary, weekly and monthly, are the only returns 
of the kind received by the department within or 
during the current quarter. 

‘Should it be deemed proper to revive the prac- 
tiee, it is suggested, to obviate the inconvenience 
aud delay, in the office of the first auditor, attend- 
ing the use, in the office of the secretary, of the ac- 
counts current, that the collectors furnish those 
documents in duplicate. 

“J have the honor to be, very pers | sir, 
your obedient servant, “J.N. BARKER. 
‘“‘Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


Question 8. Will you please to examine the fore- 
going extract of a letter addressed by the present 
comptroHer to the secretary of the treasury, and 
say whether or not you concur in the opinion ex- 
pressed by the comptroller in respect to the utility 
ofthe examinations and comparisons mentioned by 
him, and whether or not one or two intelligent clerks 
could perform that duty? 

Answer. The returns enumerated in the forego- 
ing list, (considering the ‘‘statement of duties col- 
lected” to be a statement of all duties accruing and 
secured in the period), seem to embrace all the 
items of debit and credit which could arise in the 
quarter. If they do, it follows that, taken in con- 
nexion with the condition of the account for the 
previous quarter, they would afford the means, b 
comparison, of ascertaining the general results of 
the account current for the present quarter. The 
uldlity of such comparison would depend upon the 
advantage gained by knowing general resuils at an 
earlier period than they could be obtained from the 
settled account; and the advantage upon the degree 
of reliance which could be placed upon the correct- 
ness of the returns. Intelligent clerks would be re- 
quired to carry on this business. The number 
necessary would depend upon the quantity of de- 
tails, which J cannot well estimate. 


To the same point may be cited Mr. Miller, the 
first auditor. 

Examined by Mr. Dawson. 

Question 36. Have the books which were adopt- 
ed and used by former seeretaries of the treasury 
as checks on collectors of the customs, viz: **Week- 
ly returns of receipts and payments of collectors of 
the customs,” ‘collectors’ quarterly accounts cur- 
rent,” and *‘account of bonds taken and liquidated,” 
been regularly attended to, or have they fallen into 
disuse and been neglected for the last four or five 
years? 

Answer. There do appear to be some books in 
the secretary’s office that seem to have fallen into 
disuse for a number of years past. The condition 
of those in the auditor’s office, in regard to the 
bonds taken at New York, who also suffered to fall 
back, as has been fully explained. 

Question 37. If those books had been regularly 
kept, would they not have furnished means to de- 
tect any defalcation of any collector of customs? 





































Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury 


iy 





——., 
Answer. I have not examined the books alln,,; ane 
to with care, but am of opinion that, if the ite D attention 
required by the several circulars of the Secreta, .° onthly re 
of the treasury to be made to the department > cretary, 
properly entered and compared with one anoth., rec are 
any material error or fraud practised by a collect, ae : 
must be discovered soon thereafter, unless the nay a 
officer and collector and their clerks should con Sir: P 
bine to defraud the government, by making {yj ceived at 
returns of the real amount of duties secured Withiy s much s 
the quarter. The books alluded to, I understany Pe you to eX 
were used to make entries in, from the said returns i Ve it. 

It is, then, ascribable to a want of proper apni, BP) ynder the 
cation and use of the means actually within thf | tober last 
reach, and constituting an important feature in t,, F) the mont 
archives of the secretary’s department, that the ¢. fF | ple towar 
faleations of Mr. Swartwout escaped deteetioy in under the 
that department, as they did in the subordinate q.. F7 4 credit 0 
nenige oom from like causes. Whenever these mea, § | dise subje 

ave been used with discrimination, and for iB 1st day ¢ 
purposes which, in the opinion of the committe B) pearing d 
suggested their necessity, (and it is apparent thi | would co 
they were sometimes so used by the present seep. F | the dimin 
tary), they did not fail to lead to useful inquiry af) from duti 
explanation. For instance: in disclosing to th:  obligator: 
committee portions of official correspondence yi, pleased t 
Mr. Swartwout, the following letters are of th— any othe 
number, and indicate the practical worth of prope § sabject. 
attention to the returns of collectors to the secretary, F 
as checks upon collectors, in conjunction with the 
use as mere estimates of receipts: Samue 

Treasury department, August 17, 1837. Ce 

Sir: I perceive in your return No. 31, ‘‘of 1m. 
neys received and paid,” for the week ending tle 
5th instant, the sum of $92,196 35 for paymentsm— Sire: [1 
account of “revenue cutters and boats, contingen§ inquiring 
cies, &c.;” and also, in the suceeeding weekly —& tween th 
turn, No. 32, the additional sum of $92,003 91\—— during th 
also charged for similar objects. As expenditures{a— that was 
these objects have been heretofore but small, if ever diffe 
comparison with these, and as there is some pres§  estimatir 
for money at your port, I will thank you to inforn— actual or 
me of the cause of the great increase of expendi accruing 
tures for these purposes. I am, very respectfully,— Of the b 
your obedient servant, 16th te 

LEVI WOODBURY, ' extend 
Secrelary of the treasury. Of this s' 

Samuel Swartwout, esq., 

Collector of the customs, New York. Lr “ 
are > Under t 

Custom house, New York, > 16th ¢ 

Collector’s office, August 19, 1837. — — and ps 

Sire: In your letter of the 17th instant, receiveig © 
this morning, it is stated that in No. 31 of ouf © | 
“weekly returns of moneys,”’ $92,196 35 is charge © The ordi 
to payments on account of “revenue cutters aif = in No 
boats, contingencies, &c.;” and in No. 32, $92,0l) Febru 
91 is also charged for similar objects. 

I would first observe, respectfully, (to correct ai 
error), that these sums have been reversed att = By the 
department, through mistake, as it will be foun— payable 
on examination of the returns, thatin No. 3lth— © exceptio 
latter amount is given, and in No. 22 the formey = in si 
amount. not amo 

With regard to the great increase of these sumif Ther 
I have to state that it is owing tothe amount if | Februar 
treasury drafts, and which are thus explained: ( suit paic 
the credit side of the return we enter, as so mu¢l the hone 

Y | money, the amounts received on bonds and ca! 
duties by drafts; and to counterbalance these sus Hon. . 
we charge, on the opposite side, the aggregal! In the 
amount of the drafts themselves. But there beiif— | Scrutiny 
no express item in the return, to which we cou = tary ber 
distinctly apply the drafts, they were placed uni’— ~ precedir 
that of “revenue cutters and boats, contingencits > © he ie 
&c.” p fave be 

This was the only place where we thcught pf = tons co 
per to put the amount, unless it might be under te » termina 
item “payments on account of eollections;” bf nated. 
even there it would be blended with other sums. F = = It ma 

The true amd@nt in No. 31, of payments actually > secretar 
on account of “revenue cutters and boats, contll'B pudiate: 

encies, &c.”’ is $4,844 1] valueles 
he amonat of treasury drafts 87,159 4B] deemed 
ampere 1 Meneg 
$92,003 RS ere is 
The amount in No, 32, for the same object, 8° 0 re 
| defaleat 
follows: A i 
$4,096 86) other p 
88,099 (i) the one 
—_—_———"F Pinion 
$92,196 $3  glect of 

If our course should be disapproved, we mig H a Opi 
for the present, erase the item “payments in baby all, of | 
to credit of treasurer,’’ and over it write yg i. we 
drafts,” and opposite place the amount; or at , ?P ip: | 
might be interlined, as would be best preferres. . rey th 

I have the honor to remain, very respectlu’y = pas si 
your most obedient servant, 7. lected 
| SAMUEL SWARTWOUT, collecior [ Pt 
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The following is a specimen deduced from the 


attention in practice of the present secretary, to the 


© monthly returns of the collector at New York to the 
: mecretarys and illustrating how effectual these re- 
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turns are 10 the detection of deficits, as well as in the 
estimate of receipts: i‘ 
Treasury department, March 15, 1838. 
Sir: Perceiving that the amount of duties re- 
ceived at your port during the month of February 
jg much smaller than was anticipated, I will thank 
ou to explain to me the cause, if you can account 
forit. By the extension of credit for nine months, 
under the first section of the act of the 16th of Oc- 
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have been revived for future observance by the se- 
cretary. ‘he results of negligence, and not those 
of experience, have been the sources from whence 
lessons of prudence have been derived, but too ex- 
pensively to the government in this instance. The 
subjoined answer to the eighteenth interrogatory 
propounded to Mr. Woodbury by Mr. Wise eluci- 
dates these particulars: 

“The entry of the amount of the quarterly ac- 
counts of collectors in a book was discontinued in 
November, 1835, and is stated by the auditor to 
have happened in consequence of one of his clerks 
not sending them for that purpose to the clerk 


tober last, those which fell due in the latter part of | keeping the book here, because they were detained 


the month of May preceding would become paya- 
ble towards the close of February last. Besides, 
under the second section of the same act, allowing 
a credit of three and siz months upon all merchan- 


) dise subject to cash duty imported ‘‘on or before the 


jst day of November,” the three months’ bonds 
bearing date the Ist of the last mentioned month 
would consequently fall due in February. Should 
the diminution of the anticipated amount of receipts 
from duties prove to be owing to the default of the 
obligators in not paying their bonds, you will be 
pleased to state the amount of such, together with 
any other facts tending to throw light upon the 
biect. I am, very respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Samuel Swartwout, esq., 
Collector of the customs, New York. 
Custom house, New York, 
Collector’s office, March 17, 1838. 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 15th instant, 


_ inquiring into the causes of the discrepancy be- 
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tween the amount of duties received at this port 
during the month of February last, and the amount 
that was anticipated, I have to observe that what- 
ever difference cxits has arisen out of some error in 
estimating the amount payable, and not from any 
actual or material difference between the amount 


~ accruing and the amount paid. 


Of the bonds which fell due from the 
16th to the 31st May last, there were 








' extended $290,000 
. Of this sum, there have been putin suit 15,000 
Thus leaving 275,000 
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ctually : 


Under the second section of the act of 
16th October last, there were taken 


by him too long. 

‘But this discontinuance was never reported to 
the secretary of the treasury, either by the auditor, 
or the clerk keeping the book, till last November 
or December. When it was reported, I deemed it 
proper, till congress made some legal provision on 
the subject, to adopt their suggestions, and ascer- 
tain if any benefit would result from such compari- 
sons. I therefore requested the anditor himself to 
report to me weekly, not only the balances on the 
accounts as rendered, (which alone did not seem 
likely to afford much aid in detecting faults, if a 
comparison was instituted), but to report the ba- 
lances found due on the final settlements. And I 
have since requested him to report explanations as 
to those balances when large or unusual. 

‘‘Whether, after this, any comparisons in my own 
office, between those and the weekly abstracts 
which I have directed to be made, will ever lead 
to any detection of such defaults as escape the ac- 
counting officers, is somewhat problematical, for 
reasons stated in document No. 69. 

‘But I deemed the effort proper, under the opi- 
nions expressed by those officers.” 

The foregoing testimony renders it certain thata 
revival of the comparisons resorted to under other 
administrations of the department, is now made 
designedly. The whole testimony is equally ex- 
plicit that the records for such comparisons were 
not discontinued designedly, but little by little, 
through the slow and dull process of oversight and 
_neglect—oversight in regard to the value, and ne- 
_glect in regard to the actual use of the records. 

It was undoubtedly by means here adverted to 
that Mr. McLane, while secretary of the treasury, 
was induced to call for an explanation cf Mr. 
Swartwout, of a large outstanding balance which 


and paid, due in February $110,000 | appeared upon his quarterly account at one period. 





The ordinary three months’ bonds taken 
in November last, and due and paid in 





the circumstance is thus adverted to: 
‘Soon after Mr. L. McLane came into office as 


February, were 75,000 | secretary of the treasury, he sent to the comptroller 





Total, $460,000 





for the account current of the collector of New 
York for the preceding quarter, and, observin 


By the above, it appears that the bonds which were | therein a large balance due to the United States, 


> payable in February have been collected, with the 
31 thee 


exception of an amount of $15,000, which has been 


not amount to $500,000. 


wrote to Mr. Swartwout a letter, the substance of 


which was—‘Mr. Collector, I perceive by your last 


H put in suit; and that the whole amount payable did | account current that you are indebted to the United 


Statesin a large sum. Please to deposite that sum 


The residue of our receipts, as per the returns in| in the Branch bank to the credit of the treasurer of 
February, were composed of cash duties, bonds in | the United States, and send on the receipt therefor 
suit paid, and interest on extended bonds. I have} without delay.” Mr. Swartwout referred this let- 


the honor, &c. 
SAMUEL SWARTWOUT, collector. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


ter to me, with the request that I would give an 
account of that balance, saying he was not aware 
of being indebted to the United States in any sum. 


In the opinion of the committee, had the same|I took the necessary custom house books home 


scrutiny of Mr. Swartwout’s returns to the secre- 


with me, sat up a great part of the night, and ren- 


tary been uniformly made in his office, as by the dered an account of every item making this balance. 
preceding letters it is apparent was made occasion-| This account was next morning sent to the secre- 


ally, the legitimate purposes of those returns would 


tary of the treasury, who, not understanding the 


ave been accomplished, and Swartwout’s defalea-| manner in which the custom house books were 
tions could not have escaped detection beyond the | kept, sent this statement to the comptroller’s office, 
termination of the first quarter in which they origi- | with the request that it might be examined by the 


nated. 


clerks in the comptroller’s department, and be re- 


It may be remarked, that in the tertinony of the | ported to the secretary. The statement was found 


secretary, as of that of his chief clerk, w 


ich re-| correct of the items of the balance, without a dif- 


Pudiates the use (on the ground of there being | ference of a single cent. This same statement is 
valueless to detect defalcations) of the records| probably now in the office of the secretary of the 


deemed so essential in the opinion of so many indi- 
Viduals who have preceded themselves in office, 


treasury, if not burnt.” 
The great probability that an habitual recourse 


there is to be found also the proof that no use of| by the secretary of the treasury to a condensed re- 


ese records had, at auy time prior to Swartwout’s| cord of the accounts of collectors, such as was | 


efaleation, been attempted by the secretary, or any | heretofore kept in the secretary’s department, 
other person in office under him. While, therefore, | would latterly, as it did in the days of Mr. McLane, 
he one branch of this testimony seeks to found an| have arrested the attention of a prudent and ener- 
Opinion that is to serve as an apology for the ne- | getic officer, may be readily estitnated by the ex- 
glect of a palpable duty, the other branch divests traordinary manner in which the quarterly balances 

at opinion of all claim to actual experience in the | of Mr. Swartwout’s accounts for ‘‘cash retained”’ 
use of the thing it repudiates and must proportion- and for *‘tamount of duties credited and not yet 
allv weaken any reliance that otherwise might be | paid, and suspended accounts,” have been permit- 


placed upon it. 


ted to grow and enlarge, unchecked, within the 


n this connexion, it should also be remarked,| last few years. The following is an illustration, 
at, since the discovery of Mr. Swartwout’s defal-| not of what came to the knowledge of the present 
Cations, the same comparisons for which the ne-| secretary, but of what wou!d have reached him had 


Biected records in the secretary’s department are 


“the records” of his office been perpetuated, esti- 











lieved by the committee to have been instituted, { mated and used. 








In the testimony of Mr. Shultz, former auditor of | 
385,000 | the custom house under Mr. Swartwout, answer 6, 





By the testimony of Mr. Fleming, auditor of the 
custom house, (see committee’s journal), it appears 
that Mr. Swartwout had charged to the government, 
in his accounts, items as follows: 


Ist quarter, 1835. ‘*Amount of duties 


credited and not yet paid” $206,919 09 
2d quarter. ‘Amount of duties credit- 

ed and not yet paid” 295,416 84 
3d quarter. ‘Amount of duties credit- 

ed and not yet paid” 553,178 74 


4th quarter. ‘Amount of duties cre- 

dited and not yet paid, suspended ac- 

counts, &e.”’ 374,343 43 
Ist quarter, 1836. ‘Amount of unset- 

tled duties on deposite, unsettled ac- 

counts, &c.’’ 543,204 67 
2d quarter. ‘Amount of unsettled du- 

ties on deposite, unsettled accounts, 

&e.” 856,019 98 
3d quarter. ‘Amount of unsettled du- 

ties on deposite, unsettled accounts, 

&e.” 1,053,531 57 
4th quarter ‘Amount of unsettled 

duties on deposite, unsettled ac- 

counts, &c.’’ 1,168,116 44 
Ist quarter, 1837. ‘Amount of unset- 

tled duties or, deposite, unsettled ac- 


counts, &c.”’ 675,695 48 
2d quarter. ‘Amount of unsettled ac- 
counts, duties on deposites, &c.”’ 577,493 22 


3d quarter. ‘Amount of unsettled ac- 

counts, duties on deposite, &c.”’ 516,331 06 
4th quarter. ‘Amount of unsettled 

and suspense accounts” 532,396 69 

And, in the same quarterly accounts, the follow- 
ing items: 
“Cash retained the 3lst March, 1815”" 70,882 46 
‘‘Cash retained the 30th June, 1835” 56,111 32 
‘‘Cash retained the 30th Sept. 1835” 14,083 19 
«‘Cash retained the 31st Dec. 1835’? 108,349 17 
“‘Cash retained 31st March, 1836” 145,675 02 
“Cash retained June 30th, 1836’’ 159,933 08 
‘Cash retained September 30th, 1836” 152,579 43 
‘‘Cash retained December 31st, 1836”? 18,763 55 
«Amount retained March 3Ist, 1837” 31,528 O1 
‘A mount retained June 30th, 1837” 117,842 15 
‘‘A mount retained Sept. 30th, 1837” 49,295 54 
«‘A mount retained December, 31st, 1837’? 79,231 56 


The fact that the incumbents of the two account- 
ing officers in the treasury were, as represented in 
the annexed examination of the secretary of the 
treasury, borne down by age and infirmity, fur- 
nishes, perhaps, soine explanation why less atten- 
tion was devoted to the extraordinary balances con- 
tained in Mr. Swartwout’s preceding quarterly and 
weekly returns than otherwise might have been in 
those offices; but the same consideration, notorious 
as it was, would seem to have demanded greater 
watchfulness and particularity in the principal su- 
perintendent of the revenue, the secretary himself. 


Mr. Woodbary examined by Mr. Owens. 

Question 35. Who held the offices of first audi- 
tor and comptroller at the time these defalcations, 
or the greater part of them, occurred? Were you 
personally acquainted with them? Were they com- 
petent, physically and mentally, to discharge the 
duties of their respective offices? Did you ever 
suggest to the president of the United States the 
great importance of having competent men in those 
offices, and the circumstances under which you 
made the suggestion? 


Answer. Judge Anderson held the office of 
comptroller for many years previous to 1836, and 
resigned, I think, in the summer of that year.— 
Richard Harrison, esq. also held the office of first 
auditor a great number of years before November, 
1836, when he also resigned. I was well acquaint- 
ed with them after 1834. They were both gentle- 
men very much advanced in life—I think over 
seventy years of age; and they had suffered (and 
especially the former one) from the infirmities in- 
cident to their great age and long continued labors. 
But they were both men of much worth and fide- 
lity; and hence, though less able than in former 
years to meet the calls on them of the usual busi- 
ness of their respective bureaus, and much more 
the increasing calls and business of 1835, and espe- 
cially 1836, the department felt reluctant to advise 
their removal on account of the complaints some- 








times made of their increasing infirmities and disa- 
bilities. But after several conferences on the sub- 
ject with the president, I understood that they both 
avreed to resign, and did so at the time mentioned; 
but without the slightest complaint or repreach as 
to their integrity and disposition, while in office, to 
exert all the vigilance, energy and dabor, of which 
they were capable. 


From the following testimony of William B. Ran- 





dolph, now chief clerk in the office of the treasurer, 
it appears that balances so extraordinary were suf- 


| 
| 
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ficient to arrest the attention and excite the asto- 
nish:aent of subordinates in office. 
Examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 2. Have you, at any time, while em- 
ployed in the comptroller’s office, examined the 
quarterly returns of Samuel Swartwout, late col- 
lector of New York? If yea, for what year were 
those returns which you examined; and was there 
any feature in the accounts which attracted your 
attention? 

Auswer. During parts of the years 1835 and 
1836 | was employed in the comptroljer’s office to 
revise the accounts of collectors north of the Poto- 
mnac; among them, the accounts of Samuel Swart- 
wout, late collector of New York. His accounts 
for the last quarters of 1835 and the account for the 
first quarter of 1836 passed under my inspection; 
in these [ noticed the large and increasing balances 
of cash on hand, amounting, on the 31st March, 
1836, to nearly $700,000; for which I was not 
aware of any sufficient reason. 

Question 3. Did you mention this fact to any 
person, and to whom? 

Answer. Ispoke of this circumstance frequently 
among my fellow clerks as affording Mr. Swart- 
wout a fine opportunity for accommodating his 
friends, and perhaps benefiting himsell; and I feel 
confident that I mentioned the fact to Mr. Laub, 
the then chief clerk, who frequently acted as coinp- 
troller; but I did not otherwise speak of it ina man- 
ner calculated to excite the attention of my supe- 
riors. 

The house will discover, by recurring to the 
form of weekly record of the returns from coillec- 
tors, formerly kept in the secretary’s office, so mi- 
nute was the care then deemed essential to the se- 
curity of the revenue, that one column was devoted 
specially to recording the day on which such week- 
ly returns were received at the department. A day’s 
Oinission of duty in these returns then, was liable to 
immediate detection; and the care with which Mr. 
Gailatin, while secretary of the treasury, enjoined | 
the duty of collectors to have their returns ‘bear 
date regulerly the last day of the week, and include 
only the whole of the receipts of payments for the en- 
tire week, the suid last day included,” may also be 
appreciated by recurring to the cireular of that en- 
ergetic and distinguished financier, also given in 
the early part of this division of the committee’s re- 
port. How effectually this same scrutiny would 
have checked the earliest misuse of public money 
by Mr. Swartwout is apparent, when it is consider- 
ed that the whole of it was covered up and con- 











cealed prior to 1837 by uniforinly omitting in his 
weekly returns the official receipts of Saturday, | 
and not forwarding his returns until the following | 
Monday, and frequently not until Tuesday of the 
succeeding week; thus gaining the receipts of from 
two to four days with which to replace his prior 
deficits. ‘The mistaken estimate by the present se- 
cretary of the utility of this precision on the part of 
the treasury, is easily measured by the advantage 
which is now seen to have been takeu by Mr. 
Swartwout of the absence of it. The practice of 
Swartwout, in this particular, will be found illus- 





trated in the following examination of Mr. Phillips, 
late assistant cashier of the customs; and the indul- 
gence of it, through the negligence or want of a just 
estimate of it by the present secretary of the trea- 
sury, is no less clearly brought to view in the testi- 
mony which is also subjoined hereto, 
Mr. Phillips examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 33. In your statement, contained in 
your letter of the 9th of November, 1838, address- 
ed to Mr. Gilpin, you say, at the close of the letter; 
“by reference to the weekly returns made to the 
treasury department, it will be seen that large 
amounts were frequently retained, under the head 
of ‘amount due the United States, to be carried to 
next return,’ which accounts have the signature of 
Mr. Swartwout; and, in many instances, would not 
be forwarded until Tuesday, in order that the col- 
lections of Saturday and Monday might place him | 
in funds to make the transfer from his account to 


/ serving the consideration of the house. 





that of the treasury of the United States.’’ Please 
state whether it was a frequent practice to delay | 
the weekly returns required by the secretary to be | 
made on Saturday, and not to send thein forward | 
until Tuesday; and when that practice began? 


following week. It was the frequent practice to 
delay the weekly return anti] Tuesday; and it com- | 
menced, I think, in 1833 or 1834. 


| $25,000 for the purpose of these payments, the se- 
Answer. It was the rule of the office to make up | 
the weekly return early on Monday of each week,| hope, in reply, “that Mr. Swartwout would con- 
and it embraced all the collection of bonds up to| 
Friday afternoon; consequently, the bonds falling | 
due on Saturday and Sunday, and payable on Sa-| in his hands. It is likewise true that, being inform- 


turday, would not appear on the account until the | ed, on the 2d of May following, by the successor of 


| June 12, expressed himselfas follows: “The duties 
Qiestion 34. Until the banks suspended specie | 
payments, and the collector was ordered to with- | 


draw the bonds from the banks and collect them at | 


the custom house, was it not the practice of Mr. 
Swartwout to pay over to the credit of the treasurer 
of the United States, weekly, nearly all the money 
in his hands; and does not this appear from the 
weekly returns? 

Auswer. It was the practice, until the banks sus- 
pended specie payments, for Mr. Swartwout to pay 
over to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States, weekly, nearly all the moneys in his hands; 
and it does appear in the weekly returns. After 
the suspension of specie payments, Mr. Swartwout 
retained all the moneys collected in his own hands, 
(except $70,000 in specie, transferred to the credit 
of the treasurer), and the same continued to accu- 
mulate untilhe retired from office. 

Mr. Woodbury examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 28. Do you remember to have noticed 
that Swartwout got into the practice, during the 
last year or two of his terin of office, of omitting to 
despatch his weekly returns from the custom 
house until Tuesday? 

Answer. I do nut remember to have noticed any 
general change on that subject; nor should I be 
likely often to notice the difference of a single day 
in their arrival, as the alterations in the mode of 
transporting the mail, and in its general speed, and 
the interruptions in the hours of arrival, have been 
frequent, and accidents both in the custom house 
and the post office in New York and this city may 
occasionally affect the arrival or delivery of the let- 
ter here for twenty-four hours. But from so large 
a port as New York, and especially since the sus- 
pension of specie payments, I should notice two or 
three days’ omission. The times, or days, when the 
returns were actually mailed or despatched, do not 
appear on the face of the returns; and the wrappers 
showing when the package was mailed, but not al- 
ways with accuracy the day it was left in the post 
office, and thus despatched by the collector, are not 
taken off and inspected by me, but are removed by 
a messenger; after that, the returns themselves are | 
examined by me in person. | 

Question 29. During the time Mr. Swartwont | 
was in office as collector, did you regard the “week- | 
ly returns of cash received and paid ont at the cus- | 
tom house,” as including the cash paid for bonds | 
and cash duties on the several Saturdays on which | 
those returns are dated? 

Answer. lf my attention was ever turned to that | 
particular point, Teould state what my opinion waa, | 
provided it was expressed in wriling; but I do not| 
remember that the question ever arose. Looking, | 
however, to the circular requesting the weekly re- | 





turns, and to the period when the return are re-| 
ceived at this office, I should suppose they were | 
intended to embrace the receipts of Saturday, as 
well as every other day in the week. 

Question 30. If the weekly returns included only 
the cash received for bonds paid, and cash duties re- 
ceived up to Friday, inclusive, on what day there- 
after ought those returns ordinarily to have come 
to your hands, as the mails have run for the last two 
years? 

Answer. If they were made out after the close 
of business on Friday, and mailed that night, they 
could reach here by Sunday or Monday evening, I 
suppose; though my recollection as to the speed of 
the mails, or the hours of departure of them from 
New York, during the whole of the two years, is 
not very accurate. They would, then, if delivered 
punctually at the post office here to the messenger, 
reach my office Monday or Tuesday morning. But 
I think they are not generally received in the office 
here till Wednesday morning, 

There is another feature in the policy which ap- 
pears to have been pursued by the secretary of 
the treasury towards Mr. Swartwout, which is de- 
It consists 
in the fact, that while the secretary, through the 
comptroller, acquiesced in the claim of Mr. Swart- 
wout to retain, under pretence of indemnity for 
duties to be refunded by him to merchants who had 
paid them to him under protest, the large sum 
of $201,000, he acceded to the provision of means 
by the comptroller for the successor of Mr. Swart- 
wout torefund those same duties. It is true that, on 
being informed by the successor of Mr. Swartwout 
that he had borrowed of the latter the sum of 


| 


cretary, under date of April 21, 1838, expressed a 


sider that a sum as a payment to that extent on ac- 
count of the’? $201,000 due the United States then 


Mr. Swartwout, that the $25,000 borrowed of the 
latter had been repaid, the secretary, under date of 


refunded under old protests will, it is hoped, be paid 
by your successor out of the money he retains for | 
his indemnity.” 





| under the protests of merchants. 


—<———== 
It is not clear, from any evidence attainable by 
the committee from the secretary of the treasury, ¢, 
any other treasury officer, what moneys were yo, 
funded by Mr. Swartwout’s successor, upon the be, 
fore named claims. But it is manifest, from th, 
correspondence, that the sum thus in effect permit. 
ted to be drawn a second time from the public mo. 
neys is of large amount, and that Mr. Swartwout 
was cornpelled to contribute towards it a sui on| 

about equal to $8,000. It is difficult to perceive 4 
proceeding more strongly characterised by the ab. 
sence of that energy and vigilance which are so es, 
sential at all times to the security of the public 
treasury, and most desirable of all to be found in the 
head of the financial department of the gover. 
ment. 


While the committee entertain the opinion that 
cases of defalcation among revenue Officers may 
arise, respecting which the secretary of the treasy. 
ry ought not to be regarded as in any degree in fault, 
they are far from believing that cases of defalca. 
tions may not arise, in which the secretary shon\ 
be regarded as alike responsible with his suborgj. 
nate accounting officers. A just principle is be. 
lieved to have been advanced upon this subject by 
the committee of the house of representatives ap. 
pointed to examine into the condition of the trea. 
sury in 1801. Inthe report of that committee it js 
said: “It is the immediate duty of the comptroller 
to superintend the adjusting of the public accounts, 
and to direct prosecutions for all delinquencies of 
officers of the revenue, and for debts due to the 
United States, though the secretary, in virtue of 
his authority as superindendent of the collection of 
the revenue, would be also responsible for the per. 
mission of any negligence or abuse of trust in the 
officers of the revenue, and receivers of public mo- 
ney, after the same should come fo his knowledge.” 
The knowledge of Swartwout’s defalcation by the 
superintendent of the revenue, and toeach account. 
ing officer of the treasury, cannot surely be contro. 
verted after the period when it was known that 
$201,000 had been retained by him under the pre. 
tence of refunding protest money, and that he bad, 
notwithstanding, so neglected and refused to apply 
the fund, as to compel the treasury of the United 
States to satisfy the same protests from its separate 
and subsequently accruing resources. 

The committee will forbear to recapitulate here 
the extraordinary submissiveness and want of en: 
ergy that are betrayed by the-secretary of the trea. 
sury, in his tolerance, withont known complaint 


| made to the executive, of the retention and use of 


the public money collected by the present collec. 
tor at New York for duties on imports against and 
The correspond: 
ence between the secretary and said collector on 
this subject has been already incorporated in detail 
in a prior division of this report, relating to the cor- 
rectness of the returns of the collector, and nee 
not again be presented. But it is most apparent, 
from that correspondence, that such retention and 
use of the public money by said collector is no 
only against the letter and spirit of the revenue laws, 
lut also against the solemn opinions of duty com 
municated to the collector, of the secretary of the 
treasury, and of the attorney general of the United 
States. And yet the collector is permitted to exe 
cute the law only as he understands it. In fact, 
well as in example, this submission of the higher (0 
the subordinate officers charged with a due execu: 
tion of the laws, is derogatory of the governmett 
and most pernicious to the public interests, It} 
believed to constitute an imbecility of administra 
tion on the part of the secretary that calls for 11 
mediate correction, whether regard be had to the 
honor of the government or to the security of the 
public money. 


From the preceding evidence, the committee re 
port as established facts: sed 

Ist. That, of late years, important books of recor, 
designed to contain a condensed statement of the 
accounts and liabilities of collectors of custom’, 
weekly, monthly and quarterly, have been permit: 
ted to fall into disuse in the department of the s& 
cretary of the treasury, and thereby render nugal™ 
ry many of the essential checks upon the delalca 
tions of that class of officers, arising from exis? 
laws and treasury regulations. 


2d. The negligence and failure of the secretary 
of the treasury to discharge his duty as the head 
the treasury department, charged by law with ir 
superinteridence of the collection of the reveey 
and his want of a correct appreciation of the bee 
named records in the superintendence of the collec: 
tion of the public revenues, and the consequent “1 
glect to continue and complete them, are just A 
garded as a primary cause of the escape from ome 
tion, for so long a period, of the immense dela 4 
tions of the late collector at the port of New Y° 
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ee " gd. That the secretary of the treasury has been | maining eight, seven bonds are reported as put inj The first instance of official delinquency which I 
rere ne if anting in a proper discharge of his duty in office, | suit on the 25th January, 1337, and one on the 8th | have discovered, was in not paying over to the col- 
the be. [Eg, permitting Samuel Swartwout, late collector of | April, 1837. On these eight bonds, the clerk does | lector of Boston any part of the sum of $2,500 re- 
om the an York, quietly to retain the sum of $201,000, | not report that judgments were recovered by the; ceived by Mr. Price on the 17th June, 1835, from 
Permit. fter being out of office, under pretext of indemni- district attorney, who, therefore, remains charged Evert A. Bancker, assignee of Scoville & Birbeck, 
ic mo. ying himself against claims of importers for duties | with them.” ‘| against whoin a chancery suit had been brought for 
artwout aid bi under protest, and liable by him to be re-| Now, if the money received by Mr. Price in| the purpose of recovering a balance due to the 
1m only Pe gunded, while it was known to the secretary, with- | January, February and May, of 1837, was received United States on a custom house bond executed b 
ceive g [gn a few weeks thereaiter, that said Swartwout was | on any of these last named eight suits, (as, proba- Scoville and others. This chancery suit had been 
the ab. eglecting to refund such protest money, as he | bly, it must have been, inasmuch as the solicitor| pending for several years, and the officers at Boston 
S003. lained to do, and that the saine was being refund- | says, in his testimony, all the bonds reported by the | had no knowlecge of the progress made In it, ex- 
> publie d, from necessity, out of other accruing resources | collector as transferred to the district attorney had| cept from the communications of the district attor- 










dinthe [Pf the government, by said Swartwout's successor 
Sovern. F& ¥n office. 
| 4th. That the secretary of the treasury has been 


Granting in a proper discharge of his duty in office 

















ee “se jn permitting the present collector at New York to 
treat ‘Fetain, under his own control, and subject to his 
in fault pwn use, commingled with said collector’s private 
Aefales’ { unds, large and accumulating sums of the public 
should fe moneys collected for duties paid under protest, and 
subordi. i gainst the declared opinion of said secretary, and 
is be. 7 he declared opinion of the attorney general of the 
ject by nited States on the subject; also, against all for- 
ves ap. je mer usages of the department, and instead of caus- 
he trea, |p ang the same to be paid into the treasury of the 
tee it js nited States. 
ptroller PART If. 
ve THE DEFALCATIONS OF WILLIAM M. PRICE, 
to the The extent of the defalcations of Mr. Price, as 
irtue of Mt istrict attorney, 13 found in the testimony of B. F. 
ction of utler, esq. his successor in office, to be $72,124 06; 
he per. fe ubject, however, in all probability, to some offsets 
t in the #0! legal services not yet rendered in the charges 
lic mo. a! Mr. Price. ; 
ledan« Maa The subjoined extract from the testimony of Mr. 
by the i Butler presents the results of bis own examination 
-count. 2 the subject. The committee is unable to 
Santee. comprehend, however, the practicability of any 
vn that fe oncealinent by any district attorney, respecting 
he pre. | suits commenced, or suits discontinued by payment 
he bad fae otherwise, froin the knowledge of the solicitor of 
a aprily he treasury, for any period much exceeding the 
United Wacation between terms of the district and cir- 
eparal: | uit courts in any state, provided clerks of courts, 
phi arshals and collectors, are properly held up to a 
te here i ischarge of their respective duties by the solicitor, 
Pe ged nd provided due diligence is used in the solicitor’s 
a ae fice in comparing the periodical and frequent re- 
n plain urns to bic required by law of these several offi- 
? ea of gcers. Itis unnecessary to recapitulate here the re- 
A, uirements of the law in these particulars, and the 
My it ‘duties of the solicitor arising therefrom, as they will 
pont: abe understood in the sequel. 
ator cae It dues not appear that the returns actually made 
» detail yby Mr. Price were untrue, but all the returns re- 
he cor (in quired by law to be made were not made; and this 
‘d need React must have been detected in each case at the 
“. [ solicitor’s office, if the comparison expressly re- 
tgs ‘quired by law, of returns nade there, had been made 
is a with proper care. For instance: the case of the 
aS United States vs. Bancker, particularized by Mr. 
ape Butler, must have been originally, and for many 
A he a tere certified by the clerk of the court to the so- 
United a icitor as a suit pending. When it ceased to be 
to exes ponding, it ceased to be certified, of course; and 
cat te : en due diligence on the part of the solicitor could 
cher to ia tie detected the fact, and held the attorney imme- 
seals Fdiately accountable. 
ahh The discharge of Treadwell in 1835, on which 
[tise '. Price received $5,000, was made on terms 
ninth 7Prescribed by the treasury department; and it is 
te. prone that it must, of course, have been con- 
| to the Ba aucted through the solicitor’s office, as such is the 
é the Fe requirement of law. Is it possible due diligence 
i © 0n the part of the solicitor would have lost sight of 





% 


au order upon which it had specially directed the 
tee re J receipt of so large a sum, even though the attorney 
. had neglected to report upon it? 


record, Fe he same remarks are equally applicable to each 
of the F | Of the other cases, wherein Mr. Price is a defaulter, 
storms, F and wherein he omitted to make report to the soli- 
ermit- & ; Citor, 

the se- F It will be observed that Mr. Butler says, it ap- 
ugato: Be oom that in January and February, 1837, Mr. 
efalca- ‘ice received $9,646 07, and in May, 1837, 


<isting BY $5,051 11, on custom house bonds, no part of 
2. Which has ever been paid. 
retary ie ihe solicitor of the treasury, in his testimony, 
‘ead of B. S2YS: “the clerk of the district court, during the 
th the Be 7° 1837, reported two hundred and forty-one 
venue, ‘ Onds put in suit by the district attorney. On a 
before Fe °O“parison of these reports with the returns of the 
ollec: Fe “'S'tict attorney of bonds put in suit, so as to ascer- 
nt ne & tain the legal proceedings, it appeared that judg- 
tyre f) Ment had been entered on all but fifty-two bonds; 
F of those forty-four came within the 





detec: Fe h ovisions of 
sfalca- Be .° second section of the act of 19th March, 1836, 
York. i or the relief of the sufferers by fire, and the suits 


“teon were accordingly discontinued; of the re- 





been reported on and accounted for by the latter), 
it is difficult to attribute the escape of Mr. Price’s 
defaleations for these sums to any thing but negli- 
zence on the part of the solicitor of the treasury. 
The suits baving been once reported as pending, 
certified by the clerk of the court, must have been 
reported as pending, certified in like manner, at 
each successive terin of the court; or o:itted alto- 
gether, because setiled, or otherwise, in the attor- 
ney’sreport. The law requires each report to in- 
clude suits pending as well as suits concluded. If 
they were reported as concluded, vigilance by the 
solicitor would have detected the fact, and held the 
attorney responsible for them at the return day of 
the execution; if not reported as pending or con- 
cluded, vigilance would equally soon have detected 
the fact, and sought an explanation. His defalcea- 
tion on these eight suits, and the want of informa- 
tion concerning thei at the solicitor’s office, are 
attributable, therefore, to a negligent administration 
of the duties of that office, in the opinion of the 
committee, and find no apology in any defect of 
the existing laws. 

Extract from the testimony of B. F. Butler, esq. 

Having had no knowledge or information of Mr. 
Price’s conduct asa receiver of public moneys, un- 
til since his departure from the city in December 
last, I am not able to state the causes which led to 
his defalcation, nor have I formed any decided 
opinion on that subject; but I have become ac- 
quainted, since I have been in office, with some 
circumstances which appear to have enabled him 
to receive and retain pubiic moneys, without being 
liable to be called to a prompt settlement therefor, | 
and which I regard as among the causes that led to 
his defaleation. First, and principally, by the cir- 
cular of the solicitor of the treasury, dated July 27, 
1830, district attorneys are instructed, whenever 
any obligor of a custom house bond skal! desire to) 
discharge part, or the whole, of his debt previous to 
judgment, to request him to pay the money to the 





collector who delivered the bond for suit, taking 
from him and handing over to the district attorney | 
proper receipts therefor; but if, instead of paying | 
the money to the collector, as requested, the obligor 
makes a tender of the whole amount due the go- 
vernment to the district attorney, he is to receive 
the same, and forthwith to deposite it in bank to 
the credit of the collector who delivered the bond 
for suit; or, if there be no bank near in which go- 
vernment deposites are made, to pay the amount to 
such collector. Pursuant to these instructions, I 
understand that Mr. Hamilton, the predecessor in 
office of Mr. Price, always referred persons apply- 
ing to pay bonds received from the collector of this 
port, to the collector’s office; and that Mr. Price 
generally pursued the same course until some time 
in the year 18387. It appears from his registers, 
that, in the winter of 1856-37, he received pay- 
ment, in several instances, on bonds in suit or in 
judgment; and that, in the spring or summer of 
1837, the practice of receiving payment at his of- 
fice on custom house bonds delivered to him for 
collection became a settled one. In this way pub- 
lic moneys, to a large amount, were brought into 
his hands, and he was exposed to temptations, and 
they to hazards, which would not have existed had 
the former usage been kept up, especially as neither 
the collector nor the officers of the treasury depart- 
ment could generally know, except from Mr. Price’s 
own reports, what payments were made to him on 
this account. More than two-thirds of the sum for 
which he is in default consists of moneys received 
inthis way. This practice also enabled him to re- 
tain moneys in his hands for a considerable time 
before paying them over. Several of the payments 
made by him to the collector during the year 1838, 
were after a delay of one or two months, and I have 
found one case in which he held $3,849 57 for ten 
months. 
Secondly. In suits on treasury transcripts, and 
in litigated cases generally, and in proceedings of 
a special nature, the treasury officers have no 
means of knowing officially, except from the report 
of the district attorney, what moneys are received 
by him. This enables an unfaithful or careless 
officer to retain money in his hands, and exposes 
them to loss. Mr. Price’s defalcation commenced 


with cases of this nature. . 





ney. It was only during the last week that I 
ascertained from Mr. Bancker the fact of the above 
payment, no entry of it being found in the register 
of Mr. Price; and I have reason to believe that it 
was never made known to the collector of Boston. 
On the 7th September, 1835, Mr. Price received 
froin Ephraim Treadwell, of this city, on his dis- 
charge as an insolvent debtor, pursuant to an order 
of the secretary of the treasury, the sum of $5,000. 
This money was not paid over, nor was the fact of 
its payment, nor of the discharge of Treadwell, 
cominunicated to the treasury department. In Oc. 
tober of the same year, Mr. Price appears, from his 
register, to have received about $1,066 in two chan. 
cery suits then pending, in which the United States 
were interested, and which sum has never been 
paid over. His defaleation, prior to December, 
1836, according to the information in my posses- 
sion, was confined almost exclusively to the sums 
above mentioned. In December, 1836, he appears 
to have received $1,228 97; in January and Fe- 
bruary, 1837, $9,646 07; and in May, 1837, $6,051 
11, on custom house bonds, no part of which has 
ever been paidover. This increased his defalcation 
to about $25,000, at which it appears to have re- 
mained until after the 1st April, 1838; between 
which time and the 5th day of December, 1838, it 
was extended to about the sum of $72,124 36, 
above mentioned. 

I am not able to state whether or not Mr. Price 
made all the returns to the treasury department at 
Washington required by his duty and the instruc- 
tions of the solicitor; but I have reason to believe 
that, when suits were commenced on bonds, they 
were generally reported, and that the returns of 
custom honse bonds in suit were regularly made to 
the solicitor up to the end of the last Septeinber 
term of the district court. 

But there is a cause auxiliary to that of ineffi- 
ciency or negligence in the administration of the 
department of the solicitor of the treasury, to which 
are ascribable the incipient impulses of Mr. Price’s 
defalcation. It is to be found in the pecuniary ir- 
responsibility and want of trustworthiness, as a pro- 
fessional man, at the time of his appointment to the 
office of district attorney in 1834, by president Jack- 
son, as also at the time of his reappointment in 
1838, by president Van Buren. These characteris- 
tics of Mr. Price appear to have been notorious at 
each period of his appointment in the community 
from which he was selected. The subjoined proof 
establishes the fact. 

Alexander Hamilton, a witness called by Mr. 
Owens. 

Examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 4. Did you know William M. Price, 
late district attorney of the United States, and his 
general reputation for pecuniary responsibility? 
whet has been that reputation for fifteen years 
past: 

Answer. [have known him for the period men- 
tioned, and during the time have understood him to 
be entirely without pecuniary responsibility, 

Arent 8S. De Peyster, formerly weigher in the 
custom house, called by Mr. Wise. 

Examined by Mr. Harlan. 

Question 10. Are you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
If yea, please state whether he was regarded, be- 
fore and after his appointment, as a man worthy to 
be intrusted with collection of large sums of money? 

Answer. I am acquainted with William M. 
Price, late district attorney, and answer the ques- 
tion in the negative. 

Russell H. Nevins, called and examined by Mr. 
Owens. 

Question 5. What was the reputation of Wm. 
M. Price for pecuniary responsibility at the time 
of his late appointment as district attorney of the 
United States. 

Answer. It was, in my estimation, and accord- 
ing to the best of my knowledge, the general opi- 
nion that he was utterly unworthy of any pecu- 
niary credit. I have known Mr. Price upwards of 
thirty years. 

Question 6. How long has Mr. Price been thus 
regarded in this community? 

Answer. My opinion of him has been the same 
for the last twenty years. With the public, he may 
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have gained something in the course of the last few 
years, prior to his late departure. 

Question 7. Do you say that Price’s reputation 
had improved any before his appointment as dis- 
trict attorney of the United States? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 


Gorham A. Worth, cashier of the City bank of 
New York. 

Examined by Mr. Curtis. | om 

Question 4. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
If yea, what was his general repulation for pecuniary 
responsibility prior to, and at the time of, his late 
appointment as district attorney? Was Mr. Price 
regarded in this community as trustworthy in pecu- 
hiary matters? 

Answer. I was acquainted with Mr. Wim. M. 
Price. My impression is, that Mr. Price’s respon- 
sibility, in a pecuniary point of view, was very 
light. Prior to his appointment as district attorney, 
his name would have had no weight in bank. 

Question 5. Was Mr. Price’s reputation such 
that you would have felt justified in intrusting him 
with the collection and receipt of money for the 
City bank, prior to and at the time of his late ap- 
pointment as district attorney of the United States? 

Answer. I was not at the time alluded to, suffi- 
ciently acquainted with Mr. Price to have done so 
without first making the necessary inquiries. 

Question 6. Was it not notorious in the com- 
munity at the time of Mr, Price’s appointment as 
district attorney of the United States, and before that 
time, that he was regardless of pecuniary obliga- 
tions? 

Answer. I have no distinct knowledge that will 
authorise me to answer that question. How Mr. 
Price may have stood in pecuniary matters with 
others I know not. 

Question 7. You are asked concerning the com- 
mon report, the general reputation, in respect to Mr. 
Price, and not concerning your own knowledge of 
him. Would you, (if it had been within the scope 
of your duties as cashier of the City bank,) relying 
upon the general reputation of Mr. Price, at the 
time above alluded to, have intrusted him with the 
collection and receipt of any considerable sum of 
money for your bank? 

Answer. No. 


James B. Murray, late president of the Morris 

canal company, called by Mr. Owens. 
Lxamined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 5. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
If yea, how long? Was Mr. Price prior to, and at 
the time of, his late appointment to said office, re- 
garded in this community as worthy of confidence 
In pecuniary matters? 

Answer. I have been acquainted with Mr. 
Price for thirty years, and have never known him 
to be considered as of much pecuniary responsibili- 
ty prior to his being eons district attorney. 

Question 6. Would you, as a merchant, have 
regarded it as safe and prudent to place demands in 
his hands for collection, when, in the course of bu- 
siness, the money to any considerable amount 
would have passed into his hands. 

Answer. I should never have employed Mr. 
Price to have collected any demand for me involv- 
ing the necessity of a large sum of money passing 
through his hands. 


George Griswold, merchant, called by Mr.Ow-ns. 
Examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 2. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
If yea, how long have you known him, and what 
was his reputation in this community for pecuniary 
responsibility at the time of, and prior to, his ap- 
pointment to said office? 

Answer. I think I have been acquainted with 
him for about fifteen years: [ should think be had 
as little reputation for pecuniary responsibility as 
any man you could find. Ishould say his reputa- 
tion was decidedly bad; I never saw the day when 
I would trast him with two hundred dollars. 

Question 3. Was Mr. Price’s reputation such 
at the time of his late appointment, in this commu- 
nity, that you should have regarded it safe and pru- 
dent to intrust him with the collection and receipt 
of any considerable sum of money? 

Answer. Certainly not. 

Jonathan Goodhue, merchant, called by Mr. Ow- 
ens. 

Examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 3. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of New York? If 
yea, what was his reputation for pecuniary respon- 
sibility at the time and prior to his appointment to 
said office? You are not asked for your own know- 
ledge, but of the general report in this community, 
concerning Mr. Price’s pecuniary responsibility. 








Answer. I have known Mr. Price for many 
years, but not in the way of meeting him frequent- 
ly. From what I understood of his business in his 
profession, and of his inheritance from his father’s 
estate, and, on the other hand, ofhis habits of expen- 
diture, I did not suppose his pecuniary responsibi- 
lity was of much account, if, indeed, of any. 

Question 4. From what you knew of Mr. Price, 
and his general character in the community, would 
you have considered it prudent, at any time, to in- 
trust him with the collection of notes or bonds, to 
any considerable amount, if tle money was to pass 
into his own hands? 

Answer. I should not have considered it pru- 
dent to do so. 


John Ward, broker, called by Mr. Owens. 
Examined by Mr. Curtis. 
Question 8. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
If yea, how long have you known him? What was 


His reputation for pecuniary responsibility at the 


time of and prior to his appointment to said office? 
Answer. A slight acquaintance for a year or 

two past. He was generally considered without 

pecuniary responsibility. 

Question 9. Have you, or not, known his gene- 
ral reputation for a longer period, and for many 
years past? 

Answer. I consider his general reputation has 
been exceptionable for many years, and I have 
known it for many years. 

Question 10. Would you, as a broker and man 
of business, have regarded it safe and prudent to 
have intrusted Mr. Price with the collection and 
receipt of any considerable sum of money? 

Answer. [ should not. 

David Clarkson, president of the Brooklyn (late 
deposite) bank. 

Examined by Mr. Curtis. 

Question 1. Were you acquainted with William 
M. Price, late district attorney of the United States? 
and how long have you known him? 

Answer. For many years. 

Question 2. For the last ten years, or prior to 
and at the time of his taking said office, what was 
his reputation in this community for fidelity and 
responsibility in pecuniary transactions? Would 
you have deemed it safe and prudent to intrust him 
with your business, if your money were conse- 
quently to pass into his hands? 

Answer. Since I bave known him I have been, 
myself, unfavorably impressed as to his standing; 
and his pecuniary responsibility such that I should 
have considered my property insecure in his hands. 

While it is not deemed by the committee within 
the scope of its legitimate province to investigate 
the causes “which have distuibed the rightful 
course of appointment, and have placed or conti- 
nued power in unfaithful or incompetent hands,” 
the conviction is irresistible, that, in the case of 
Mr. Price, as well as in that of Mr. Swartwout, 
they have resulted in immense losses of the public 
money, alike disreputable to the government and 
demoralizing to the country. And, from the testi- 
inony in the case, the cominittee find the following 
facts established: 

Ist. That William M. Price, as district attorney, 
is a defaulter to the government in a large amount. 

2d. That his defalcations are attributable to the 
notorious irresponsibility and want of character of 
said Price at the periods of bis appointment and re- 
appointment, and during his entire terms of office; 
and to the continued neglect of the proper and effi- 
cient discharge of duties at the office of the solici- 
tor of the treasury, by the late and present incum- 
bents of that office. 

PART III. 5; 

THE CORRECTNESS OF THE RETURNS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
MADE BY THE PRESENT COLLECTOR AND NAVAL OFFI- 
CER OF THE PORT OF NEW YORK, RESPECTIVELY. 

So far as this inquiry related to the returns of the 
naval officer, no impediment was started or en- 
countered from any source. And, considering that 
nearly two thirds of the whole revenue of the go- 
vernment passes into the hands of the collector of 
this port; and considering the natural, and by no 
means unworthy, distrust that has of late pervaded, 
and still pervades, the public mind in relation to 
the safety and proper disposition of so large a por- 
tion of the government funds as are managed, while 
in transitu to the treasury, by him; and considering, 
more especially, how free and well prepared, as a 
general rule, every officer intrusted with the deli- 
cate task of conducting the money concerns of the 
people should be to lay bare to the public gaze, at 
any time when cajled upon for the purpose by even 
the semblance of competent authority, if all is as it 
should be in the department of such officer; the 
committee regret extremely that they were not 
equally successful in pursuing their inquiry into 
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the correctness of the returns which have bes and 
made by this collector, as into those of the nial } Mr. pA : 
officer. “ But they feel constrained to say, that, fe ere te 
the part of the collector, there was a sensitive), Meo" septate 
manifested upon the subject of their inquiry y4,), raced a rie 
incompatible with the high bearing that Ordinarij On ty 


ered, on the 
e negative 
YrAs— ‘ 
Nays— 
de. Smith, 
The questi 
M tion; 2n 

sotion of M 


characterises pure dictates and conscious integ),; 
and wholly at variance with the obligations Of duip 
imposed upon him by hisstation. The hope jg in 
dulged, however, that, in this case, it may hay, 
proceeded only from the petulancy and vanity som, 
times incident to the possession of ‘brief authori, 
ty;” although it would be claiming too libera|,, 
exercise of charitable feeling to require the coy, 
mittee to yield, without qualification, to suc) g—Mi 
conviction. The inquiry reached far enough to o,. hig ts 
able them to pronounce definitively that the return i NN, pst 
of the collector, in relation to the public money re - 
ceived by him, if true in their details, have not heo,R | At - wi 
made in details according to the requirements whic, J 4oW!2S letter 
should be enjoined upon him by the secretary (ft pad 2 CORR 
the treasury, in whom is vested, by existing lay, i 
the absolute superintendence of the collection yf 


the public revenue, nor have they been what {iy i a ye 

safety of the treasury demands. ‘ pode, 
i sl P i ie esl 

But, being desirous of presenting the case of thi + °«: Resolved 


collector to the house and country in the precin fF | * 1 to fu 
light in which they reached and viewed it, the con. JF guree °° th 
mittee will adhere closely to the order and to tis nd from t 
facts in which it stands upon their journal. of the ae 
The committee being in session at New Yor jad par Ae 
apprized Mr. Hoyt, the collector, of the fact; ay f paid i 
furnished him a copy of the resolution of the hous § 7 Ae rv 
under which the committee were proceeding. pal by ine 
On the 26th of January the following resolution pe ck ol 
was passed in committee without a division, an 
communicated by the chairman to the collector, 
wit: In reply 
On motion of Mr. Dawson, that Tam | 
Resolved, That the collector of the custorns fog which J re 
the district of New York be required to place be. tent as the 
fore this committee the book containing a copy ci exceed th 
all letters to and from the treasury department of the that [than 
United States since the first of January, 1837; alo Hegated to 
his book containing the record of all orders and iy.f > tt is art 
structions from that department since the first of the pate 
January, 1837. Ppa nected w 
To which resolution the following answer wah” look into | 
received froin the collector: > official = 
Custom house, collector’s office, ition 1s ae 
New York. January 26, 1839, J © this print 
Srr: I have this moment received your commy§ | familiar, 
nication of this day, covering a resolution in th 7 proceedil 
following words: _ nished . 
On motion of Mr. Dawson, committe 
“Resolved, That the culleetor of the customs fof © defalcatic 
the district of New York be required to place be | the com! 


fore this committee the book containing a copydf— - prearrsciy 
all letters to and from the treasury department off © US‘! 


the United States since the Ist ef January, 1537, _— . 
also his book containing the record of ali orden Of eT 


! ? : : tors, I 
and instructions from that department since the It ye —— * 
of January, 1837.” : with the 

I now send you two letter-books, which I af rial to. 


informed by the only clerk now in this office during 
the time of Mr. Swartwout, that had any especitl 
charge of the correspondence; which two bovis 
contain ‘the letters to and from the treasury de 


> said con 
' make re 
) tors, rec 


partment of the United States since the Ist of Jf ro thy 
nuary, 1837,” up to the time Mr. Swartwout weni oil This 
y 1 commit 
I also send you a book of circulars, which tle “yrs | 
same clerk informs me is the only one he kuov\s of this 
of. Iam not aware of any others. errr q 
If I have not interpreted the resolution correctly, ie 
you will be pleased to inform me. Very respect heve th 
fully, your obedient servant, ee 
J. HOYT, collector. E 
Hon. James Harlan, chairman, &c. To ti 
The foregoing reply of the collector, and its a 
companiments, bore upon its face a designéd I On 
striction of the call made upon him to the letter, f= moved 
orders and instructions that had passed betwee! Rese 
the treasury department and the late collector, Mt. Hoyt, 


Swartwout, and embraced none of a subsequel! i ed to 
date, or to which the present collector was a ak ; with ¢ 
although the only legitimate construction of whi weap 
the call was susceptible embraced the latter as Wo" Be ate al 


as the former. Believing the documents withheld B= said c 
in this manner to be essential to the investigatio. iy ment, 
Mr. Dawson moved, on the 28th of January, th? BT he 
following resolution in committee: _ a ‘ 
Resolved, That Mr. Hoyt, the collector, be - sae 
quired.to furnish this committee with all oc pal } a , 
and from the treasury department and the collec _ ys 
of the customs at New York; and also all ee Sol n 
and instructions from the treasury department ; ra 
said collector since the Ist day of January, am 4 an 
up to the present day; and the answers of said ee aie 


lector, if any, to said orders and instructions, ve 
already furnished to this committee. é Co¢t 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 20, 18839—-SWARTWOUT DEFALCATIONS. 








123 






























_—— 

VE beep {r. Owens moved the following amendment: | 
he Nava fe uprovided the said letters, orders and instruc- 
that, OR ‘« have reference to the late defalcations em- 
CiVenesciim ot in the inquiry of this committee.” 

Y Wholly eo this amendment the yeas and nays were or- 
dinar d. on the motion of Mr. Owens, and decided in 
ntegrity ee negative by the following vote: 

3 Of duip Yras—Messrs. Foster, Owens, Wagener—3. 

Pe Is jn, Nays—Messrs. Curtis, Dawson, Harlan, Hop- 
‘y hare di Smith, Wise—6. spe 

Y Some Je Phe question was then taken on the original reso- 
AUthoriJR@ sion; and the yeas and nays being ordered, on 
beral aye ‘otion of Mr. Wagener, the resolution was adopt- 
he com, d by the following vote: 

Such © yzas—Messrs. Curtis, Dawson, Harlan, Hop- 


x 10 eis Bins, Smith, Wise—6. 
Tetum ff © ways—Messrs. Foster, Owens, Wagener—3. 


ney re At the evening session of the same day, the fol- 


correspondence” of his “office,” when required under 
the authority of the house of representatives, ‘to 
send for persons and papers,” to enable its commit- 
tee ‘‘to inquire into, and make report of any defal- 
cations among collectors, receivers and disbursers 
of the public money which may now ezisl;’? nor 
can this committee, or ‘any of its members,” report 
whether Mr. Hoyt is, or is not, now, a defaulter, 
until, by examination of the ‘‘persons and papers,” 
for which it has sent and will send, it shall discover 
‘‘who are the defaulters; the amount of defalcations; 
the length of time they have existed; and the causes 
which led to them:”? and when the committee shall 
have found the facts embraced by these inquiries, or 


to the house of representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the yeas and nays 

were ordered. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Yeas—Messrs. Curtis, Dawson, Harlan, Hop- 

kins, Smith, Wise—6. 

Nays—Messrs. Foster, Owens, Wagener—3. 

On the 30th of January the chairman laid before 

the committee the following letter from the collec- 

tor: 

Custom house, collector’s office, 
New York, January 29, 1839. 


closed its investigation, it will make report thereof 





ed in the resolution; but I shall be enabled to lay 
copies thereof before the committee, if copies will 
be received, and are desired. Such copies, if called 
for, will be furnished as speedily as expert copyists 
can prepare them. 
I have already communicated to the select com- 
mittee all the correspondence of my predecessor in 
office, on the subject referred to, which the com- 
mittee has called for, so far as I know of its exist- 
ence. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HOYT, collector. 
Hon. James Harlan, chairman, &c. 
Also, on the same day the chairman laid before 
the committee the following letter from the collec- 
tor: 
Custom house, collector’s office, 

New York, January 30, 1839. 
Sir: In pursuance of the promise made in my 
communication of yesterday, to the select commit- 
tee, concerning my correspondence with the trea- 
sury cepartment, I now send to the committee the 
official letters from the secretary of the treasury to 
the undersigned, as per schedule A, hereto an- 
nexed. 
I also send the letters from the treasurer of the 
United States, as per schedule B. 
I also send the letters from the first auditor of the 





a Jowing letter froin the collector was received, and 

etary 9 ‘ead in committee: ; 

If las Custom house, collector’s office, 

tion A ; New York, January 28, 1839. 

yhat m me SIR: I received your note at half past 1 P. M. 
“EB Ghis day, covering a resolution, in the words and 

: of the figures following, viz: 

orecic «Resolved, That Mr. Hoyt, the collector, be re- 

Je naa “Quired to furnish this committee with all letters to 

| to the ‘and from the treasury department and the collector 
“of the customs at New York, and also all orders 

- Yo: { pnd instructions from the treasury department to 

ct: “t Said collector since the Ist day of January, 1837, 
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| look into the authority of all persons asking for my 


'~ causes and extent of the late defalcations of the 


| with the said defalcations as may be deemed mate- 





p to the present day; and the answers, if any, to 
‘said orders and instructions, not already furnished 
to this committe. 

«A true copy from the minutes. 
b “«P, R. FENDALL, clerk.” 


In reply to that resolution, I have to remark, 
that Iam a public agent, responsible to the law, 
which J recognise as my superior, to the same ex- 
‘tent as the committee are; and I have no right to 
exceed the authority delegated to me, any more 

‘that [than] the committee have to exceed that de- 
“legated to it. 

> ItisaruleI have observed since I have occupied 
‘the responsible station 1 now do, in all matters con- 
‘nected with the performance of official duty, to 


official action, to see upon what autbority that ac- 
‘tion is demanded or requested. In pursuance of 
_ this principle, with which the committee must be 
’ familiar, I have looked into the ‘copies of certain 
{ proceedings of the house of representatives,” fur- 
'nished to me on the 25th instant, by order of the 
committee; and IJ there find, after a recital of the 
- defalcation of the late collector of New York, that 
' the committee are authorised to inquire “into the 


_ custom house at New York and other places, the 
' length of time they have existed, the correctness 
_ of the returns which have been made by the col- 
- lectors, naval and other officers, and the deposite 
_ banks respectively, and all such facts connected 


> rial to develop their true character.” “That the 
} said committee be required to inquire into and 
make report of any defalcations among the collec- 


Sir: Your letter, covering two resolutions passed 
by the select committee this day, came to me at half- 
past one, P. M.; but the pressure of current official 
duties was such, that I had not the opportunity to 
make a reply in time to lay it before the committee 
previous to its adjournment. 

I regret that the committee has not thought pro- 
per to reply, explicitly, to the inquiry made in my 
letter of yesterday, as to whether it intended to 
charge me with official defalcation. An answer to 
that inquiry appeared to me to be not only a mat- 
ter of right, but also one which it was my duty to 
institute, inasmuch as I could not conceive what 
connexion that portion of the documents called for 
by the committee which relates to my own official 
conduct could have with the defalcation of my pre- 
decessor; nor could I see any cause for calling for 
such documents, unless it was the intention of the 
committee to extend to me the charge of defalea- 
tion. But though an explicit answer has not been 
given to my inquiry, I cannot but consider the se- 
cond resolution passed by the select committee, and 
enclosed in your letter, as intimating, at least, that 
the committee deem it necessary to inquire into| 
“the collection and disbursement” of the public 
moneys by me, as collector of this port, and into the 
accounts appertaining to the same; and that they 
also deem it possible that such an inquiry may show 
me a defaulter. Regarding the resolution referred 
to in this serious aspect, I feel it due to the public 
service, as well as to my own character and rights, 
to call on the select committee, as I now do, to 
make a full and thorough investigation into my ac- 
counts, before leaving this city to the end that it 
may make such a report inthe matter as shall either 
sustain this intimation, or remove all grounds for 
the injurious suspicions it is calculated to excite. 
The justice of this appeal is too obvious to need 
comment, and I will not doubt the readiness of the 








seat 


tors, receivers and disbursers of the public mo- 
ney which may now exist, the length of time they 
have existed, and the causes which led to thein.” 

This, then, being the authority delegated to the 
committee, it becomes necessary to inquire, before 
Isend the correspondence of the collector’s office 
of this port with the treasury department, since the 
Ist day of January, 1837, ‘lo the present day,” to 
inquire whether the committee, or any of its mem- 
bers, charge the undersigned with being a defaulter. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. HOYT, collector. 
To the hon. James Harlan, chairman, §c. 


On the following day, January 29, Mr. Wise 
moved in committee the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That, in response to the letter of Mr. 
Hoyt, of the 28th instant, the chairman be instruct- 
ed to call upon him again to furnish this committee 
with all letters not heretofore furnished, from tie 
several officers of the treasury department to the 
late and present collector at New York, and from 
said collectors to said officers of the treasury depart- 
ment, since the Ist day of January, 1837, up to the 
17th day of January, 1839; and, also, with all orders 
and instructions from said officers to said collectors, 
and the answers of said collectors thereto, if any, 
not heretofore furnished, since the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1837, up to the 17th dav of January, 1839. 

And it further resolved, ‘That this committee can- 
hoi recognise any authority or right whatever, in 
any collector, receiver or disburser of the public 
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money, to call upon “the committee,”’ or “any of 


tts members,” to prefer or to disavow a charge of his 


committee to recognise it; although I cannot but 
question the accuracy of the construction which the 
committee has given to its powers, under the reso- 
lutions of the house of representatives, which I can 
scarcely think were intended to authorise the com- 
mittee to make a sweeping call for the papers of a 
public officer, against whom no charge of defalca- 
tion is preferred, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether he is not a defaulter. Yet, such is my 
anxiety to give every facility to the investigation of 
my accounts, and such my unwillingness to rest for 
a moment under the imputation implied in the re- 
solution of the select committee, that I shall cheer- 
fully submit to it all the official correspondence I 
have held with the treasury department, and all 
books and papers relating to the receipt and dis- 
bursement of the public money, and to the particu. 
lars and state of the accounts during the period 
mentioned in the resolution. 

It will also give me pleasure to communicate, 
either orally or in writing, any other information 
on the subject which may be in my power, and 
which the committee may wish me to lay before it. 

I shall, therefore, immediately proceed to select 
all the letters, orders and instructions, received 
from the treasury department, within the period re- 
ferred, relating to the receipt and disbursement of 
the public moneys, and the state of the accounts; 
and will have the honor to transmit the same to the 
select committee as soon and as fast as schedules 
thereof can be prepared. As to the official letters, 
on the same subject, written by me to the depart- 
ment, the originals of them are in the possession of 
the several officers to whom they were addressed, 





Coving @ defaulter,” beloxe such officer sends “the 





treasury, as per schedule C. 

I also send the letters from the solicitor of the 
treasury, as per schedule D. 

I also send the letters from the first auditor of the 
treasury, as per schedule E. 

1 also send the letters from the first comptroller 
of the treasury, as per schedule F, 

I also send a book, labelled ‘circulars from the 
comptroller and secretary of the treasury.” The 
clerk whose duty it was to arrange that book, I re- 


gret to say, has not put the circulars in the book in 
the order in which they bear date; and there ma 


be some in manuscript not in that book, but in the 


letters transmitted. 


I have made a hurried selection of the letters I 


now transmit, from my desire to comply promptly 


with my undertaking; and it is therefore possible I 
may have omitted some, which I will send here- 
after if I discover that any have been omitted. 
To avoid the contingency of a loss of any of the 
letters, I would respectfully request that you would 
permit the clerk of the select committee to com- 
pare them, and indicate to me whether the letters 
correspond with the schedules. Very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, J. HOYT, collector. 
P.S. In the heading of this communication I 
have stated ‘schedules annexed;” I have put the 
schedules on the top of each separate file of letters. 
J. HOYT. 
Hon. James Harlan, chairman, &c. 
The evasive responses thus made by the collec- 
tor to the calls of the committee, partaking of a 
species of special pleading quite out of place in the 
intercourse of public agents, however suited to some 
other forum, and studiously withholding thereby 
all records by which the correctness of his own 
proceedings in the returns he had made while in 
office could be tested; and especially the disposi- 
tion of mind indicated in the quast apology put 
forth in his letter of the 29th of January, for not 
communicating his own official letters to the officers 
of the treasury department, viz: that ‘the originals 
of them are in the possession of the several officers to 
whom they were addressed, and I am therefore unable 
to send them as requested, &c. but would send copies if 
desired,” &c. precluded the hope of obtaining from 
that quarter any thing like satisfactory information 
respecting his returns and the basis of them, with- 
out recourse to something of more binding solemnly 
than respectful calls in the shape of resolutions, and 
probably not without recourse to the testimony of 
others. No more, consequently, was obtained from 
the collector, except by making him a witness, and 
examining him under oath, which, at a subsequent 
and proper stage of the investigation, was done. 

On the 5th of February, Mr. David S. Lyon, for- 
merly a deputy collector at New York, was under 
examination as a witness, and information was 
sought of him respecting the amount of money 
which had been received under protests by the col- 
lector. This part of the proceeding is extracted 
from the journal of the committee, in the order of 
its occurrence, as follows: 

Question 3. What is the total amount of money 
received into the possession of Jesse Hoyt, as col- 
lector, or individually, under protest, from the com- 
mencement of his official term to this day? 

Mr. Owens objected to the 3d interrogatory. 

Mr. Foster called for the yeas and nays on the 
question, shall the interrogatory be propounded? 

The question was then put, and decided in the 
affirmative. 


Yeas—Messrs. Curtis, Dawson, Harlan, Hop- 





and I am therefore unable to send them, as request- 








kins, Smith, Wise—6. 
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Quan 





Nays-——Messrs. Foster, Owens, Wagener—3. 


testimony a correspondence which he had entered 


The 3d interrogatory was then propounded, and| into about seven months after his appointment to 


the witness gave to it the following 
Auswer. 


be exempt from duty. 


have personally paid him, as agent of importers 


about thirty thousand dollars. He demands this 
money a3 collector, and withholds the goods as col- 
I believe 
the moneys thus received, under protest, are not en- 
tered in the cash book, nor put in the hands of the 
cashier, and that they do not enter into his account 


lector until his demand is complied with, 


I do not know what amount of money 
Jesse Hoyt has received as collector, or invidually, 
under protest; but I do know that large anounts have | not as the agent of the government. 
been paid him, and that he has required such mo- 
ney to be paid him as duties upon goods, wares 
and merchandise, which the importers claimed to 
I should suppose that he 
has received three hundred thousand dollars. I 


office, with the bank of the State of New York, up- 
on the subject of keeping and paying interest for 
this class of his collections, as his own agent, und 
The following 


Mr. Hoyt with it, disclosed at this time: 
Bank of the State of N. York, Oct. 19, 1838. 

Dear sir: I[ have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date, addressed to the 
,| president and directors of this bank. 

You state “I have been in the habit of receiving, 
al various times, from the importers, sums of mo- 
ney under protest, with a notice not to pay it over 
to the government, as suits would be commenced 
to recover it back. 

‘‘In such cases [ have not passed the money to 


of public moneys with the treasury department; but} the credit of the United States, but have held it as 


that he keep: the vouchers in his private possession, 


and keeps the money in his individual capacity. 


I have received the individual checks of Mr. 
Hoyt upon the City bank, in cases where he has 
returned duties paid under protest,and have receiv- 
ed his official receipt for money paid him under 


protest. See a copy of one, viz: 


‘*Custom house, N. York, Jan. 22, 1839. 


«Received of Mr. Gay Lassac & Noel, five bun- 
dred dollars, as a deposite to secure the payment of 
the duty on merchandise, imported in the ship 


Charles Carroll. 


©8500 “J. HOYT, collector. 


When I paid said sum, I received the receipt of 
the assistant cashier, Mr. Bleecker, in the usual 
way. and delivered it to my principal, and was re- 
quested by Mr. Bleecker to return it, and receive 
one signed by Mr. Hoyt, saying that if I held his 
receipt, he was responsible lor money held by Mr. 


Hoyt. 


Mr. Lyon having intimated that he was in bad 
health, and desired to be retained no longer, for|on your weekly reports to be held by you under 


the present, by the committee, Mr. Wise moved 


that he be excused from the further attendance to- 
day, and that he, Mr. Wise, should have leave to 
propound the interrogatories herewith presented, 
froin 4th to 20th, inclusive, and that the witness be 
permitted to retire with the same, and to return his 
answers when completed, subject to any objection 
which may be made to the same. 

The yeas and nays were called on motion of Mr. 
Owens, and the motion was carried. 

Yreas—Messrs. Curtis, Dawson, Harlan, Hop- 
kins, Sinith, Wise—6. 

Nays—Messrs. Foster, Owens, Wagener—3S. 

Mr. Owens moved that Mr. Hoyt, the collector, 
be furnished by the clerk with copies of all the in- 
terrogatories and answers of David S. Lyon, a wit- 
ness exainined in this investigation as far as he has 
made answer to them, and having relation to the 
conduct of said Jesse Hoyt. 

This motion was amended by the committee so 
as to read as follows, and then adopted: 

“That Mr. Hoyt, the collector of New York, be 
forthwith summond as a witness, and that, before 
he be examined, the interrogatories submitted to 
David S. Lyon, a witness examined this morning, 
and his answers thereto, be read to him if desired, 
or he be allowed to read them, and that he have 
liberty to attend the committee during the exami- 
nation of any witness who may be called upon to 
testify concerning his official conduct.” 

Mr. Hoyt was accordingly sammond, and forth- 
with appeared. The above interrogatory and an 
swer of Mr. Lyon were read to him; and from this 
period, onward, Mr. Hoyt was advised of all testi- 
mony taken in committee affecting himself, either 
directly or indirectly. He was, noreover, permit- 
ted to have witnesses summond and interrogated 
by himself, all whom he had desired, and up to the 
evening of the 7thof February. And not only was 
this extent of liberality shown the collector by the 
committee, of making himself a witness, with full 
opportunity of explaining every point aifecting 
himself in the testimony of any other witness, and 
of having called any and every witness he desired 
to call with the opportunity of examing them him- 
self;' and, also, of having his interrogatories pro: 
pounded to them through the members of the com- 
mittee, as well as by himself; but he was also per- 
mitted the extraordinary ruse of interrogating 
himself, and of answering to his own interrogatory, 
that no point of interest to himself might escape 
explanation. 

In the progress of the examination on the 5th of 
February, of Mr. Hoyt, relative to the amount of 
money received by him under protest, as collector, 
ani his mode of keeping and making returns of it 
to the treasury department, it was discovered that 
only general inforination and estimated amounts 
were attainable from bim; but he embodied in his 


a trustee for the use of such parties as should be 
adjudged by the court to be entitled to it. 

‘‘In case of suit brought, and recovery had, inter- 
est would also be recovered from me at the rate of 
seven per cent. per annum. 

«Under these circumstances, it is but proper that 


same interest from it that I should be compelled to 
pay, provided it could be done with safety. 

**The account I keep at your bank is a large one, 
and the money I receive under protest forms a part 
of my daily deposite with your institution. 

‘I shall hereafter make a weekly report, on Mon- 
day of each week, to the treasury department, of 
the amount I so hold under protest. If 1 furnish 
you with a copy of that report, will you allow me 
at the rate of seven per cent. interest on that portion 
of ny deposite which shall appear by the weekly 
report to be held by me under protest?”’ 

I am instructed to reply, that this bank will ac- 
cede to your proposition to allow you legal interest 
on that portion of your deposite which shall appear 


protest. I have the honor to remain, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 
R. WITHERS, cashier. 

Jesse Hoyt, esq. collector. 

In continuing the examination of Mr. Hoyt on 
the succeeding day, (February 6), it appeared that 
both prior and since the date of the above corres- 
pondence, (October 19, 1838), he had employed 
two banks as his agents, to receive on deposite pub- 
lic moneys collected by him, not responsible to the 
government, but to himself only; and not in his ea- 
pacity as collector, but in his individual capacity, 
in the bank of the State of New York and the City 
bank. He then disclosed the following letters, 
which had passed between himself and these two 
banks prior to October, and not alluded to in the 
examination of the previous day: 

City bank, New York, Friday, April 27, 1838. 
Dear srr: I have understood that the collector 
is not at liberty to receive the notes of any bank 
that issues bills under the denomination of five dol- 
lars; but this does not necessarily debar him from 
keeping an account with any such banl-. 

For any sum or suins of money which the collector 
now has, or may hereafter have, in this bank, specie 
will be paid if required. In fact, his deposites with 
us, in whatever they may be made, will be consi- 
dered and held as specie deposites, and his drafts 
paid in specie or otherwise, at the option of the 
holder. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. A. WORTH, cashier. 
Jesse Hoyt, esq. collector. 
Custom house, New York, June 12, 1838. 
Str: I have deputed the bank of which you are 


reply of the bank comprises the correspondence of 


I should so dispose of the money as to derive the | 


ee 


Question 12. To whom has the 7 per cen 
est been paid by the bank or banks, for the yy, 
deposite of the money under protest, as yet? ~ : 
bank to any one, as this witness knows. “No inte 
est account has been made up as yet, or beep a 
quired to be made up. " 


Question 18. What amount of bonds has 
taken by you, under protest, up to this day? 

Answer. After the difficulty arose under the cir 
cular of the 17th of August, the protests beea,. 
numerous, and I suggested to the bond clerk to Ope 
bond books, called **protest bond books.” The “a 
act time that this direction was given, witness doeg 
not recollect. Prior to this time, the bond intendeg 
to be protested was generally taken out of the gp. 
dinary bond book, and filed away with the ent; 
and a memorandum thereof made inthe bond book’ 
and on the duplicate entry lodged in the naval of 
fice. I have directed the bond clerk to make up thy 
number of such bonds under protest, in answer t, 
the interrogatory, and the amount thereof, as neg 
as practicable, and beg to annex that statement ) 
| this answer, as the best answer that can be given ty 
the inquiry. 

Estimated amount of bonds taken under proteg 
from the following periods; one-half of which jj 
payable in three months; the other halfin six months 
from the date of the entry of vessels: 


been 


ame 





1838. From April Ist, to Sept. 30th, $43,189 
ss ‘ Oct. Ist, to Dec. 3ist, 48,67) 
1839. January 2d, to February 6th, 54,260 
—_————., 

656 bonds, amounting to $146,112 


W. BLUXOME, bond clerk, 
February 6, 1839. 


Question 14. What amount of bonds taken by 
you under protest has been paid up to this day? 

Answer. The amount of money held by me un 
der protest up to the close of business yesterday, 
was $127,119 39; what amount is for bonds I can. 
not state, without a minute examination, for the 
reason that a portion of that sum is for cash duties, 
under protest; and another portion is for bonds, un- 
der protest. I have not kept a distinct account of 
the sum paid for cash duties, and that paid for 
bonds. 
of the weekly returns sent to the department of the 
treasury, and lodged with the bank of the state of 
New York, and also the account held by me prior 
to the circular of the 17th of August; and in regard 
to the last amount, which I estimated from memory 
last evening, [ now beg tocorrect by this statement, 
made out by the clerk who has charge of that busi- 
ness, 

Amount of money paid under protest: 


On hand prior to the 20th Aug. 1838, $14,489 19 
“ onthe 20th Oct. «* 40,698 75 
” 27th * s¢ 41,266 53 
“ 38d Nov. ‘* 42,983 03 
04 10th * ° 44,948 01 
= 17th <* “6 46,756 37 
7 24th <“§ 66 51,489 73 
Ist Dec. * 54,743 92 
. 8th <*§ a6 55,388 59 
“4 15th * 66 62,436 09 
“ 22d = ¢s 68 73,134 83 
7 Sist < “ 81,871 78 
- 5th Jan. 1839, 84,545 54 
“ th « « 90,707 10 
es 19th * “6 102,757 64 
s¢ 26th <« 6 113,718 53 

2d Feb. « 124,443 95 


Question 15. Has any, and what amount of mo- 
ney received under protest been returned to mer- 





cashier, my agent, to aid me in safely keeping the 
public moneys which come into my hands by vir- | 
tue of the office I hold. I have recently received | 
a circular from the treasury department, under date | 
of the Ist instant, a copy of which I now enclose 
you, and the requirements of which I expect, as 
my agent, you will conform to. Yours. &c. 
J. HOYT, collector. 

To Reuben Withers, esq. cashier. 

Bank of the State of N. York, June 12, 1838. 
Str: I am authorised by the board of directors of 
this institution to state to you, that for all deposites 
made by you in this bank, your drafts will be paid 
in specie, (if required). JI am, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

R. WITHERS, cashier. 

Jesse Hoyt, esq. 

Mr. Hoyt’s general statements and estimates of 
his possession and keeping of the public moneys 
being unsatisfactory, the cashiers of the two banks 
mentioned were summoned, and appeared on the 
6th, although not finally exainined then; and Mr. 
Hoyt. being present, had knowledge of the 
re The examination of him progressed as fol- 
ows: 











chants. 

Answer. It appears from my book, kept by the 
clerk who has charge of that branch of the bus!- 
ness, that of the gross amount of money paid under 
protest, the sum of $17,491 14 has been refurtded, 
which hook contains the record of all that has been 
received and refunded under protest; and the ba- 
lance, after deducting what has been refunded, |5; 
as before stated, the sum of $127,119 39, up to and 
including the 5th day of February, 1839. 

Amount refunded up to 20th Oct. 1838, $10,687 27 
eé 


RP te 0 1,087 33 

“i 8d Nov. * 844 68 
" 10th “« « 617 42 
- 17th « « 543, 34 
1 24th «© ss 334 97 
7 Ist Dec. * 575 54 
‘ec Sth ‘“s “ce 1,574 57 
” 15th « 467 62 
“ 224 « «& 210 79 
ve Sist “« «6 334 66 
“ 12th Jan. 1839, 159 12 
‘ip 19th « 6 53.82 
— eel 


$17,491 4 
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Answer. No interest has been paid as yet bY the he 
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The annexed statement shows the amount § 
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—_——___ 
uestion 16. Has any, and what amount re- 


: ceived by you under protest been paid into the 


|  pecember last, of which the following is a copy. 


treasury of the United States? 


Atiswer. : ene 

pt on this subject leaves it in doubt on my own 
d how I am to consider the question with retfer- 
aa to the understanding of the department. I 
oe frequently stated to it that it could use the 
oet in its own way and form, if adequate pro- 
Pion was given to me. In answer to one of my 
a the secretary wrote me under date of 22d 


Treasury department, Dec. 22, 1838. 

Srr: As heretofore intimated to you, the opinion 
of the attorney general has been taken upon the 
subject presented in your letter of the 17th of Octo- 
ber last, a Copy of which is herewith transmitted 
for your information. — 

In view of this opinion, I would suggest, that the 
moneys held by you on account of duties paid un- 
der protest by the parties, as also those received on 


) account of cash duties not ascertained at the time, 


should be placed to the credit of the treasurer, so 


* that they can be drawn for as needed; but at the 


SS AGRON EE Mikel 


s 


bottom of each weekly return the amount held for 
each of these objects may be enumerated. 
By this course no difficulty will arise till con- 
ress legislate on the subject, as they have been re- 
quested to do, because the accruing duties wiil al- 
ways be enough to refund from, and the coimp- 


‘troller or myself will give proper directions in all 
5 cases presented, for refunding duties which have 


Rect 


been paid under protest. 

So in regard to duties not ascertained: any excess 
or deficiency can be regulated afterwards, when the 
duties shall have been actually ascertained, until 


some legal provision is made by congress. I am, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


- Jesse Hoyt, esq. collector of the customs, New York. 


The following is a copy of the opinion of the | 


attorney general, referred to in said letter: 








Aliorney general’s office, Dec. 19, 1838. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of 


‘the 7th instant, in which you state that ‘it fre- 
quently happens, especially at the larger ports of | 


entry, on the importation of some particular de- 
scription of goods, that the importer disputes the 


duty, to which the collector, acting under the in- 


structions of the comptroller, decides the articles in 
question to be liable under the tariff laws. Bat, 
with the view of getting possession of his goods, the 
importer pays uuder protest the amount of duty de- 
manded by the collector, and at the same time gives 
that officer notice not to pay the money over to go- 


' vernment, and immediately institules a suit against 


' the collector to recover back the amount so paid.” 


“Under these circumstances, the following ques- 


' tion arises, viz: Can a collector legally retain in his 
> hands, beyond the control of the department, and 
_ distinct from his other funds arising from duties, 





moueys so received?” 

In answer to this question, I would say that, un- 
der the laws of congressin relation to duties on im- 
porled articles, it is the duty of the collector to 
carry into execution the instructions of the treasury 
department, and to conform his acts to them. If, 
in doing this, he shall collect more money than the 


| judiciary shall afterwards, in an action against the 


collector by the importer, adjudge to have been due 
to the government, there can be no donbt that it is 
the duty of the government to save the collector 


You say a similar point arises under the follow-| The question with me is, whether, under the 
ing circumstances: “On an importation of goods} present nervousness of collector’s sureties, [I ought 
liable to cash duties, some time unavoidably must] to do as an act of grace to the government what the 


My correspondence with the depart- ‘elapse before the duties thereon can be calculated,! law does not compel me to do. That the law 


‘and the exact amount payable ascertained, It ap- ought to be ag the attorney general seems to be of 
| pears to be the practice in such cases, to receive | opinion that itis, there can be no doubt. But should 
from the importer asuin of money deemed sufficient | 1, who am already borne down by responsibilities of 
to cover the amount when ascertained; and any de-| all kinds, voluntarily add to those from which I 
ficiency is afterwards made up, or the surplus re-| cannot escape, at the risk of every thing? or rather 
funded by the collector, as the case inay be. These | should I not look to the language of the court in the 
funds the collector designates as money taken and | case referred to, which I find to be thus? 

held for unascertained duties.” “Any instructions from the treasury department 
“The same question as the foregoing is presented | could not change the law, or affect the rights of the 
‘in this ease.” plaintiff. He was not bound to take and adopt that 


It seems to me that the intention of those who | Construction. He was at liberty to judge for him- 
originally framed our revenue laws was, that the | Self, and act accordingly. ‘These instructions from 
duties stiould be Ascertained and paid, where cash | the treasury seem to be thrown into the question for 
duties are imposed, before the goods are delivered | the purpose of showing, beyond all doubt, that the 
to the owner. But it is understood that in some | Collector acted in good faith. To make the col- 
ports this is wholly impracticable, and therefore a lector answerable after he had paid over the mo- 
departure in practice from the idea which I have ney without any intimation having been given that 
suggested is indispensable. the duty was not legally charged, cannot be sus- 

tained upon any sound principles of policy and law. 
There can be no hardship in requiring the party to 
give notice to the collector that he considers the du- 
ty claimed illegal, and put him on his guard, by re- 
quiring him not to pay over the money. The col- 
lector would then be placed ina situation to claim 
/an indemnity from the government.” 





This state of things could not have been foreseen 
by those who originally passed the acts of congress 
under which the revenue is still collected. The 
vast increase of the commerce of the United States, 
and its concentration at particular ports, renders that 
iinpracticable which at an early period could be 


easily effected. Ifthe law caunot be executed ac-| Pais «indemnity from th 99 
cording to its letter and probable intention, on ac- uty from-the government,” alluded 


— on t I j ‘ siti 
count of the altered condition of the affairs of the | o by the court, comes back to the proposition of 


_the attorney general, and leaves me a supplicant to 
ores 1 ] 7 . ° 1 : : 
country, congress alone can supply the proper re- | the justice of the government, without the power 
inedy. In the mean time, however, until congress 


of enforcing any claim. I propose when I go out 
shall it “abt reser! A, Sete tin ei Ye ab of office, that my accounts with the government 
ed and enforced as will best secure the objecis of! ghail besettled in one hour by Shrewsbury, or some 
thelaw. It could never have been the intention of y : 


| 
. | Other good clock, whether that goin; 
congress that a collector should receive money for rite : es en een ree oe Oy 


duti ‘pis gages t with thei death, removal or resignation; and whatever money 
uties under a private arrangement with the impor-| should be held by me under “protest,” I should 


ter, and keep the money in his hands until it Was! Qause to be deposited to the credit of the treasurer, 


convenient for him to cause the amount of duties to ‘on the government engaging to satisfy the claims 


of the parties protesting. The use of the money, 
_in the mean time, I will give you, in any form you 
, igi choose to have it except the form which may leave 
ve would have the uncontrolled use of the money. me to the tender mercies of congress, or to any 
| te ho idaiientiie smcaect 2 rs change in the views of the administration. 

the , by pern g larg nounts of mo- | Te ‘ aateie% / . 

ney to remain with him, and under his individual | Phebe std tadn Arg winrar sist i dome _— 


she aged ~ gest. You can draw for it in like manner. 
control, instead of being in the treasury of the Unit- | Very respectfully, your cbedient servant 
ed States. The tenor and spirit of all our revenue | : J J. HOYT. collector 


laws seem to inculcate the idea that the intention | 
of congress has at all times been, that money col- 
lected for revenue should be promptly placed in the 





'be ascertained. If such a practice were tolerated, 
it might be the interest of the collector to postpone 
the ascertainment of the duties, as, in the meantime, 


| I also received from the comptroller of the trea- 
|sury, onthe Ist instant, a letter bearing date the 
29th of January, alluding to the saine subject; to 


idee + 2 : . i " | ° ° ’ . 
hg ey a “ee or: iaggesetsa — which T replied, under date of the Ist inst, by letter 
ands O le collector. ereiore, in any regiia- in the following words: 


i J ayv ake is Ss ie c ie ' - 
tions you may make upon this ubj ct, that object | Custom house, New York, February 1, 1839, 


should be constantly keptin view. Iam, sir, very; srr: 1 have your communication of the 2Sth 

respectfully, your obedient servant, rxny _—| January last, in relation to the form of keeping the 
FELIX GRUNDY. | accounts ¥ 

The honorable secretary of the treasury. | 





Since the Ist of January, the money deposited 
To which letter of the secretary I wrote to him | for unascertained duties has been passed immediate- 
on the 24th of December as follows: ly to the credit of the United States, and has formed 
New York, December 24, 1838. | a part of the money transferred weekly to the sepa- 
Str: I wrote you on Saturday in relation to the | rate credit of the treasurer; all of which has been 
form of keeping the account of cash deposited for | duly notified to the secretary of the treasury and the 
/unascertained duties; since which, I have yours of | treasurer. 
the 22d, accompanied by a copy of the opinion of| Ihave laid yourcommunication before the cashier 
‘the attorney general on this proposition, as well | and auditor, and, as soon as we have the opportu- 
'as on the proposition to pay over the money | nity to confer together, we will advise you of the 
'received by me under protest. The reasoning of | time when we shall be able to prepare our books 
the attorney general is very sound on both points | and blank forms of returns to meet the suggestion 
as to what the law should be; and would be en- | of the department. 





from injury. But the question you present is of /tirely satisfactory as to what it actually was, if; I write now to say, peremptorily, that I will not 


avery different character. It is, whether the col- 
lector has the legal right to retain the money so re- 
ceived in his own hands, beyond the control of the 
department, &e. My opinion is, that no such right 
exists; and that the collector shou!d, notwithstanding 
such protest and suit by the importer, pay over to 
the treasury all money by him received under such 
circumstances, as though no protest had been made 
or suit commenced. 

I am aware that it may be said that this course 
would expose the collector to inconvenience and 
loss. The force of this suggestion is not perceived. 
Now the collector keeps the money in his posses- 
sion until the controversy is decided by the judi- 
Clary, aud then pays over to the government what 
may be in his hands—that is, the whole collected by 


him, if the iinporter has failed in his action; or, if | 


the importer has succeeded, the balance which may 
be in his hands, after deducting the amount of the 
recovery against him. My impression is, that the 
law never intended that money collected for public 
Purposes should be held by individuals to await the 
event of lawsuits. If the money be paid into the 
treasury, and a judgment be fairly obtained against 
acollector for an overcharge of duties, it would be 
the duty of the government promptly to discharge 
Such Judgment and release the collector froin ils 
Consequences, 


the highest judicial tribunal of the Jand had not} pass the money I receive under protest tothe credit 
| decided on one of them contrary to the conclusion | of the United States until congress makes provision 
at which the attorney general has arrived. He does | for my protection. For the reasons of this course, 
|not seem to have adverted at all to the decision of | I beg to refer you to my former communications to 
|the supreme court in the case of Elliot against| the department onthesubject. The supreme court 
|Swartwout, reported in 10 Peters, 137, where the | of the United States have pronounced on the ques- 
subject was discussed, and substantially settled, | tion; and it is due to the public service, as well as 
that the collector was not bound to pay over the | to the officers of the government and the merchants, 
money to the government when he had received no- | to have the question definitively settled. If I per- 
tice not todoit. But he says, whatis very true,| severe in the course which the highest judicial tri- 
that ‘if the money be paid into the treasury, and a\ bunal of the land has sanctioned, the duty of con- 
judgment be fairly obtained againsta collector for) gress to interfere is the more striking, and, I should 
an overcharge of duties, it would be the duty of the | suppose, could not but lead to an early interference 
government promptly to discharge such judgment, | by congress, 
and release the collector from its consequences.” | The money, as the department has been advised, 
| The duty of the government is one thing; the man- | is drawing seven per cent. interest. The fund is 
ner of discharging that duty is another and differ- | fast increasing, and will continue to increase until 
entthing. It would seem, from his view, that a{ the litigated points are adjusted by congress. 
judgment must not only be obtained against acol-| I will not venture to speak of the delay or inat- 
lector, but it must be ‘fairly obtained;”’ and of this | tention to the public business on the part of the re- 
the governmetit is to be the judge, as a preliminary | presentatives of the people, because it would not 
step to the performance of ar act of justice, which | become me to do so; but if any other class of pub- 
every one who has had any experience with the | lie servants managed the public business in the same 
action of our government knows 1s very often tardy. | way, I should think they ought to be dismissed the 
Ido not, in the term government, as used by tne, | serviceincontinently. Very respectfully, your obe- 
mean the present or any other administration of that | dient servant, ' J. HOYT, collector. 
government, for the one is but the agent of cay! To J. N. Barker, esq. comptroller, &c. 
subordinate to the other. {TO BE CONTINUED.]} 
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CHRONICLE. 

A subject for antiquarians. The last Little Rock ( Ark.) 
Times, contains a letter from one A. M. Sabine, detail- 
ing the particulars of an excavation in the earth, near 
Litde Rock, where was found, at the depth of four or 
five feet, a well-set furnace, bits of broken kettles, made 
of earth, the “concavity of whose segments indicated a 
capacity of 20 gallons,” besides other little Pompeian 
relics. ‘The question now arises, how came these relics 
here, and how long have they been buried? 


A former world. A fierce controversy exists whether 
the giant remains dug up in chalk, &c. near the surface, 
are frarde or quadrupeds—i. e. of a low or the highest 
order of animals. Professor Owen read an account be- 
fore the London Geological society of some of these 
fossil remains at Stonesfield quarry. He says they have 
eleven molars aside, and the teeth are double rooted, 
fanged, &c. showing close affinity to the Australian 
opossum. At the same meeting, we observe presents 
from our countryman, Silliman. 


Mons. Papineau, of Canada, arrived in Paris, March 
9th, and attended M. Lafitte’s soiree the next evening, 
where he was a lion of the first water, and introduced 
to all the liberals. His arrival was deemed opportune 
for the coalition, as a new excitement for increased agi- 
tation. 


The Delaware. So great has been the rise of water 
in the Delaware in consequence of the late rain, that a 
part of the Woodbury rail road has been washed away, 
just below Kaighn’s point, at it impassable for 
the cars. Many cords of wood have been washed away 
from the banks of the Delaware; the lower stories of 
many of the houses between Camden and Kaighn’s 
point have been inundated, articles of domestic furni- 
ture floated away, and domestic animals drowned. 

[North American, 


Large verdict. At the circuit court held at Cattskill, 
(N. Y.) last week, an action of assault and battery was 
tried, in which James doy was plaintiff, and A. R. 
Livingston defendant. It occupied the court two days. 
The jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff of $4,000 
damages. 


The awful plunge! The St. Catharine (U. C.) Jour- 
nal, of the 6th, states that five men went over the Nia- 
gara Falls on the previous Thursday. The Journal 
says: “The only particulars which we have been able 
to learn are, that just before sunrise on ‘Thursday morn- 
ing last, a boat with two men in it was discovered in 
the middle of the river, above the falls, vainly endeavor- 
ing to make their way through the ice, with which they 
were enclosed, to the Canada shore. ‘Their utmost 
exertions proved unavailing, and in a short time they 
were seen to enter the cascades, when they disappear- 
ed. In half an hour after, another boat with three men 
in it was discovered in the same awful situation, and 
trying too, to gain the Canada side, but in a few mo- 
ments shared the melancholy fate of the other. Yester- 
day the body of a man was picked up in the whirlpool, 
supposed to be one of these unfortunate men, having 
about his person two hundred dollars, and a valuable 
gold watch. ; 

Painful casualty. We are informed that Dennis 

Duffee, a native of Ireland, was ¢rowned at Mount 
Morris, on Friday last, while generously engaged in 
rescuing a boy about ten years of age from the fate that 
unfortunately became his own. The boy fell into the 
river above the dam, and owing to the strength of the 
current, was unable to regain the shore. Mr. Duflee, 
seeing the perilous situation of the lad, threw himself 
into the stream for his rescue. He caught the strug- 
sling lad and pushed him forward to the shore. The 
boy was saved, but his preserver sank to rise no more. 
Mr. Duflee had made arrangements to return to lreland 
the coming autumn. [Rochester Daily Adv. 

Charles C. De Witt, esq. formerly member of congress 
from Ulster county, N. Y. made an attempt to commit 
suicide on board the steamboat Utica on Friday 12th 
instant, which caused his death about an hour after he 
was landed at Newburgh. He expressed an unwilling- 
ness to live on account of pecuniary embarrassments 
which had occurred during his absence from this coun- 
try as charge d’affaires at Guatemala. 

It is proposed in the Michigan legislature to abandon 
the project of a 8 canal round the falls of Saint 
Marie, to connect Lake Huron with Lake Superior. 
During the last session 50,000 dollars were appropria- 
ted to it. 

Missing vessel. From the Natchez Free Trader of 
April 2d we learn that the ship ‘Tremont, capt. Gray, 
of Natchez, which cleared on the 23th November, and 
left the Balize on the Ist December, has not been 
heard of but once, when she was spoken off the Tor- 
tugaces, five days out. The Tremont was bound 
to Liverpool, having on board 1,200 bales of cotton, 
and was owned by Messrs. T’. S. McAllister and D. 
GC. Michie, of Natchez. Capt. Gray’s family reside at 
Boston. Insurance was effected equally at the two 
offices in Natchez, on vessel and freight, amounting to 
$25,000. ‘The cargo was insured at Liverpool. 


The “Tippecanoe Club” of Philadelphia have issued 
an address recognising the national whig convention 
as the only legitimate ‘body for the nomination of the 
whig candidate for the presidency. 

The citizers of Pensacola have tendered a public 
dinner to captain W. K. Latimer, of the U.S. navy, 
who has been stationed at the navy yard at that place 
for some years, in testimony of their regard for his cha- 
racter as an officer and a gentleman. Captain L..:is 


about to leave the station, at his own request, for the 
north. 
University of Pennsylvania. From the catalogue for 
1838-9, we perceive here are students in the 
Collegiate department 


Medical do. 402 
Academical do. 169 
Charity (English) schools 128 

804 


The citizens of Apalachicola, Florida, have recently 
manifested their respect for their late representative, 
J. M. White, esq. by the presentation of a magnificent 
silver vase of the most exquisite workmanship. The in- 
scription declares that it is presented “as a testimonial 
of their respect for the purity of his private character, 
admiration for his distinguished talents, and gratitude 
for his eminent services.” 

The ship General Parkhill has sailed from St. Marks, 
Florida, for Liverpool, with 1,923 bales of cotton. This 
is the third vessel this season, making altogether 5,000 
bales, chiefly owned by Mr. R. H. Barry. Spite of 
Indian murders and destruction of her plantations, 
Florida is doing wonders; where she raises her staple 
seems to us a mystery. 


The cashier of the Framingham bank has offered a 
reward of $50 for the apprebension of Jubal Harring- 
ton, late postmaster at Worcester, who lately abscond- 
ed from that place, leaving behind him forged papers, 
on which he had obtained money, particularly a note 
of $250, on which he had forged the name of Adam 
Harrington, and which had been discovered at the 
Framingham bank. One of our slips received from 
New Orleans, a tew days since, stated that Harrington 
was in that place. 


Melancholy death. On Monday in Boston, James 
Freeman Curtis, esq. the highly esteemed superintend- 
ent of the Worcester rail road, came to his end ina 
shocking manner. The cars had just left the depot at 
Boston, when Mr. Curtis put his head out of a win- 
dow, and received a severe blow by striking one of the 
posts of a bridge. He lived but a short time afterwards. 


Large cargoes! We were among those who incon- 
siderately published the article corrected in the follow- 
ing from the Boston Atlas: 

Mr. Editor: I have noticed the remarks which have 
travelled all the way from Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, 
of two cargoes of cotton, one shipped from each place 
representing each to be worth over one million of dol- 
lars. ‘Their accounts have been published in some of 
the southern papers, and in some of the Boston papers, 
andin your journal among others. I have been a little 
surprised that such paipable errors should escape detec- 
tion by a glance of the eye. ‘The cargo of the Talley- 
rand is put down at 2,160 bales, or 835,600 Ibs. and 
valued at $1,296,000 00 
The cargo of the ship Franklin, 1,886 

bales, 799,991 Ibs. and valued at 1,111,998 00 

$2,407,998 00 


Total 
The first cargo, at 15 cents per lb. 

$132,840 00 
119,998 65 


would amount to 

And the second, at the same price, to 
Total $252,838 65 

Making the trifling over-valuation of only two mil- 
lion one hundred ani fifty-five thousand one hundred 
and fifty-nine doilars and thirty-five cents. 

Yours, Ww. 

Honorable Noadiah Johnson, a member of the se- 
nate from Delaware county, died at his lodgings in the 
city of Albany, on the evening of the 4th. inst. 

Adaptation of Georgia to the silk culture. The Au- 
gusta Sentinel of April 6th says: In the village of Pene- 
field, Green county, Georgia, in the last week of M arch 
1839, silk worms were feeding on the fresh and green, 
leaves of the morus multicaulis, pease this present 
year, and in an open unprotected situation high and 
dry, weather cool and frosty. 


The beef and pork accumulated for the Maine troops, 
is now selling at auction along the route. The people 
are enjoying a feast. 

Some of the war-hawks in Maine fume terribly at the 
pacification. They say the state is saddled with near a 
million of debt for no earthly purpose. 

Export of flour from Alexandria to foreign ports from 
the first January, to 8th April, 10,447 barrels. 


The corporation of Georgetown has effected a loan, 
and is now redeeming its notes. 


The secretary of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
has given notice that proposals will be received till 2 
o'clock, P. M. on Thursday, the 25th of April, for the 
sum of 570,000 dollars, at 5 per cent. reimbursable after 
the Ist of July, 1864. One hundred thousand dollars 
are to be appropriated to the Franklin rail road. 


Wisconsin legislature. This body adjourned on Mon- 
day the llth ult. ‘The session, saysthe Enquirer, had 
been the most protracted and important of any ever 
before held in the territory. The laws have been re- 
vised and systematised, and a large amount of import- 
ant local business transacted. 


Wisconsin interest. A law has been passed in the 
territory, allowing 12 per cent. interest for money, by 
agreement. ' 


The French minister of marine has sent out $400,000 
from the public treasury, to relieve the sufierers by the 











earthquake at Martinique. 





Auful occurrence. The Providence Journal says, 1} 
aman called at the poor house in Exeter, Rhode * 
land, kept by Timothy Peckham, on Wednesday weg 
ing last, about 12 o’clock, and demanded admittance 
he was refused. They told him he could go inio the 
barn and sleep, he threatened to have revenge. |° 
a short time after the house was discovered “by th 
neighbors to be on fire. Six of the inmates, the poor 
of the town, and two persons on a visit to Mr. Pee 
ham’s family, perished in the flames! Mr. and Mr 
Peckham barely escaped with their lives, by leapin 
from the second story window. The person sus eCte 
of having set fire to the house was of intemperate habjig 
Mr. P. was his guardian. 


_ We are requested to state that the price of transport. 
ing goods and merchandise to Pittsburg by the way of 
the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail road and the Penn, 
sylvania canals, is for 
Dry goods and hardware $2 00 per 100 Ib 
Groceries 175 per 100 lhg 

A separate train of burden cars runs daily, exclusive. 
ly for the accommodation of the Pittsburg trade. Pp, 
duce arrived yesterday in 11 days from Pitisburg, ql, 
though accideutaily detained two days on the way. 

[ Balt. Pat, 


Effects of vegetables upon animals. The botanic] 
professor, in a lecture delivered at King’s college, saiq 
that “horses will not touch cruciferious plants, but wil 
teed on red grasses, amidst abundance of which goajg 
have been known to starve; and these latter again will 
eat and grow fat on the water hemlock, which is rank 
poison to other cattle. In like manner pigs will feed on 
henbane, while they are destroyed by common pepper 
and the horse, which avoids the bland turnip, will grow 
fat on rhubarb. [Farmer’s Magazine, 


Cabs in Philadelphia. 
Wednesday says: Our citizens were gratified this mor. 
ing with the sight of an elegant cabriolet, a carriage 
much used in London, but almost unkown in our ec. 
ties. It has been built for the use of the Merchant 
hotel, from a model brought from England by My, 
Sill. It has the advantage over the common hackney 
coach, that the passengers get in and out without the 
driver leaving his seat. It wiil no doubt become a pop 
lar public vehicle. 


White sulphur water. The Lewisburg Enquirer, un 
der the head of “a new article of commerce,” says 
“We have witnessed within the present week, several 
wagons loading with water from the White Sulphur 
Springs for various parts of the United States About 
fifty tons, already sold to order, have been and are being 
forwarded. The proprietors, it is supposed, will be una. 
ble the present season to supply the demands. This 


will be a popular article of commerce, most especially FF 
It is a first rate article to 


with temperance societies. 
cool off with.” 


Remains of an officer. 


Tae Winchester Va. Repub 


lican states the workmen, in excavating a cellar on the P 


site of the old fort, at the north end of that town, on 


Saturday last, discovered the remains of a man, wh > 
was evidently an officer of rank. It appeared from the f 
buttons which were found with the remains, a silver spur 


and some other articles, that had been interred in his 
regimentals, but what is a little singular he was laid north 


and south, and not east and west, as is the custom § 


the present day. There were also with the remains 
number of musket balls of lead and iron. The fort 
was erected by Washington, for the protection of the 
frontier settlements in 1775, immediately after the dis 
astrous defeat of gen. Braddock, near Pittsburg. 


Coal bed on fire. ‘The Wilkesbarre Farmer says 
The large coal lands owned by the heirs of the late M. 
Hellenback; about two miles in the rear of this borough 
have been for some time past on fire, is att 
present time burning with considerable violence Tie 
vein is the largest in the valley, being twenty-five 
and thirty feet in thickness, and supposed to extea 
at different elevations and thicknesses throughout the 
whole extent of the Wyoming coal region. ‘The bed 
on fire is at so great an elevation above the surround 
ing water courses, that water in any quantity cannot 
communicated toit. The mouth of the bed andal 
outlets have been filled up, but fissures continue to open 
in the range of the fire, caused by the intensity of the 
heat, and the air thus finds access to the flames a! 
continues its excitement. 


The last accounts from Brussels afford a melancholy 
illustration of the uncertainty of life. M. Baeckert,# 
member of the chamber of deputies, after having col 
cluded his maiden (and last) speech, dropped dead. In 
consequence of some remarks which he made in refer 
ence te the present state of things in Belgium, he wa 
laughed at, whichit is said, affected him very much- 

Lake Erie. The Cleveland Herald gives the follow: 
ing table of the date of the opening of navigation at 
faloe and Cleveland. 

Lake Erie opening at Buffaloe. 


1830, 6th April 1835, 8th May, 
1831, 8th May 1836, 26th Apri 
1832, 27th April 1837, 22d May 
1833, 28th April 1838, 4th April 
1834, 6th April 1839, Not yet 
Navigation commencenced at Cleveland. , 
1830, 3d April 1835, 26th Mar 
183}, 29th March 1836, 14th A s | 
1832, 28th March 1837, 20th a 
1833, 2d April 1838, 25th M ma 
1834, Ist Feb. 1839, 2ist M 


The National Gazette oj 





IFTH § 








RINTED 





AppoiNn 
acker, u 
vest of tl 
inia. 


Mr. W 
on. Dan 
ne first oO 
On thi 
Mr. We 
pason, if 
o leave it 

he time ! 


Kr We 


BaNK 1 
opolis 0 
onsidera 
he Inteil 
Mr. De 
opolis, 1 
andsom 
he bank 
Fom his 
imself fo 
uring th 
as eXcll 
ashier, 
sing con 
iscovere 
han fifty 
povery bi 
ashier to 
nd the d 
9 the ho 
n bed) al 
ng to Mi 
sed ever 
Urme to : 
ecome 
sted in | 
' After t 
Wan Nes 
ated by 
Be still pe 
‘Pit, andc 
F osed of; 
' 











elng int 
he amou 
onfessio 
wen it i 
partment 
uesday 
est Mr. 
overed | 
ucted tc 
*f Mr. O 
e had tl 
biter hay 
Bdmitted 
oll of ba 
B ying, ; 
noney, i 
amoun 
ars only 
lon betw 
nd Mr. 
cient, t 
oodrich 
eedings 
nd Mr. 
Oa W 
having b 
ere issu 
Dennis ( 
ormer w 
um of $: 
Is, and 
nhowing 
laced in 
ume, arr 
ound. 
After ¢ 
gainst / 
lent of 1 
or the U 
present, ¢ 
¥. Goox 
ve bail 
hEXt cri 
Which b; 
+ Goc 
Minatio 
It is o 
“nce, de 
ley with 
rolic, ¢ 


i 


s 




































